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Natural Areas Policies 

Natural Areas Policy 1 (page 4.18) states 
1. Municipalities, regional entities, and the State should preserve and protect existing designated open-space areas 

providing natural areas functions and be guided by open-space plans and strategies. 

The DEIS (section 6) assessed impacts of the Alternatives on parks and recreational resources 
identified through a review of regional and municipal plans and GIS mapping files locating local, 
regional, and state parks, open spaces, and conserved lands. None of the identified areas within 
the Project Area are intended to provide natural areas functions. Consequently, all of the Circ­
Williston Alternatives are in conformance with Natural Areas Policy 1. 

Flood and Stormwater Control Policies 

Flood and Stormwater Control Policy 1 (page 8.12) states 
1. All development, including transportation and other infrastructure, should use best storm water-management 

practices to minimize flooding, erosion, and pollution. 

DEIS section 11 concludes that for the No Build Alternative, floodplain zoning would prevent 
development encroachment in the VT 2A and Circ AlB corridors along Allen Brook and Winooski 
River. As noted previously, all of the Build Alternatives incorporate stormwater management 
facilities, as required by the 2002 Vermont Stormwater Management Manual, to reduce flooding 
and erosion, as well as minimize pollution. Consequently, all of the Circ-Williston Alternatives are 
in conformance with Flood and Storm water Control Policy 1 . 

Public Safety Policies 

Public Safety Policy 6 (page 11.15) provides 
6. The location, design, development and operation of public and private infrastructure in Chittenden County 

should appropriately consider predictable hazards, as defined in Local All-Hazard Mitigation Plans and in the 
Chittenden County, Vermont Multi-Jurisdictional All-Hazards Mitigation Plan. 

The DEIS considers and addresses the following predictable hazards associated with the location, 
design, and projected operation of the Circ-Williston Alternatives: 
• The Circ-Williston project's Purpose and Need statement includes the objective of reducing motor 

vehicle crashes. The DEIS crash analyses (Section 5) predict that (1) under the No Build Alternative, 
crashes along the VT 2A Corridor will increase by 19 percent from 2000 to 2030 and crashes on 
other roadways in the Project Area will increase by 14 percent and (2) all of the Build Alternatives will 
be effective in reducing crashes on VT 2A compared to the No Build, but will have less effect in 
reducing crashes on other roadways. 

• Section 11 of the DEIS finds that (1) minor encroachment on soil resources in accordance with all 
applicable regulations would be expected to occur under the No Build Alternative, (2) no more than 17 
percent of the VT 2A Corridor and no more than 25.5 percent of the Circ AlB Corridor consists of 
highly erodible soils, but does not quantify the area of encroachment for each of the Build Alternatives. 

• Section 11 of the DE IS identifies the area of permanent encroachment on floodplains and floodways 
for each of the Alternatives and notes that adverse impacts to floodplains and stream geomorphol­
ogy would be avoided through implementation of stormwater treatment practices. 

• Section 14 of the DE IS considers impacts to utilities, including relocation and upgrades to avoid 
service disruption. 

• Section 16 of the DEIS considers the temporary impacts of construction, including the need for a 
Maintenance of Traffic Plan to advise the public of road closures and alternative routes while 
maintaining traffic flow on key emergency routes. 

• Section 12 of the DE IS considers impacts of hazardous and contaminated materials. 
• This memorandum also has discussed other hazards, such as air quality impacts due to vehicluar 

traffic (DEIS Section 8) and impacts to water quality (DEIS Section 11). 

Because the DEIS considers these predictable hazards, all of the Circ-Williston Alternatives 
are in conformance with Public Safety Policy 6. 
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It can be determined at this time that aI/ of the eire-Williston Alternatives are in conformance 
with certain policies of the 2006 Chittenden County's Regional Plan: 
• Because nearly all of the development resulting from each of the Circ-Williston Alternatives is 

forecasted to occur in Planning Areas designated by the 2006 Chittenden County Regional Plan as 
being appropriate for development, all of the Circ-Williston Alternatives are in conformance with the 
2006 Chittenden County's Regional Plan's General Land-Use Policy 1, Housing Policy 3, Economic 
Development Policies 9 and 12, and Energy Policy 5. 

• Because all of the Circ-Williston Alternatives are forecasted to have minimal (similar or lower) emissions 
of air pollutants and greenhouse gases, all of the Circ-Williston Alternatives are in conformance with the 
2006 Chittenden County's Regional Plan's Air Quality Policy 1. 

• Because the transportation improvements associated with the Circ-Williston Alternatives will include 
stormwater facilities to minimize adverse water quality impacts, all of the Circ-Williston Alternatives are 
in conformance with the 2006 Chittenden County's Regional Plan's Water Quality Policy 4. 

• Because none of the existing designated open-space areas in the Circ-Williston Project Area are 
intended to provide natural areas functions, all of the Circ-Williston Alternatives are in conformance with 
the 2006 Chittenden County's Regional Plan's Natural Areas Policy 1. 

• Because all of the Circ-Williston Alternatives are designed to incorporate best stormwater-management 
practices to minimize flooding, erosion, and pollution, all of the Circ-Williston Alternatives are in 
conformance with the 2006 Chittenden County's Regional Plan's Flood and Stormwater Control Policy 1 . 

• Because all of the Circ-Williston Alternatives consider predictable hazards, all of the Circ-Williston Alter-
natives are in conformance with the 2006 Chittenden County's Regional Plan's Public Safety Policy 6. 

It also can be determined at tI1is time that some of the eire-Williston Alternatives are or are not in 
conformance with certain policies of the 2006 Chittenden County Regional Plan: 
• Because the No Build Alternative and Build Alternatives 2, 3, 16b, 18, 19, 22, and 23 are not consistent 

with the adopted plans of all three municipalities in the Circ-Williston Project Area, the No Build 
Alternative and Build Alternatives 2, 3, 16b, 18, 19, 22, and 23 are not in conformance with the 2006 
Chittenden County Regional Plan's Transportation and Infrastructure Rights-of-Way Policy 2. 

• Because the No Build Alternative and Circ AlB Alternatives 16a, 16b, 16c, and 17 do not impact 
historic resources, they are in conformance with the 2006 Chittenden County Regional Plan's General 
Land-Use Policy 6. 

The DEIS does not contain sufficient information to determine at this time whether some of the 
eire-Williston Alternatives are in conformance with certain 2006 Chittenden County Regional 
Plan policies: 
• Because CCMPO's MTP and TIP recommend construction of the Circ-Williston Alternative that has 

been selected by the EIS process and the EIS process has not yet selected an Alternative, at this time 
it cannot be determined which, if any, of the Alternatives are in conformance with the 2006 Chittenden 
County's Regional Plan's Transportation and Infrastructure Rights of Way Policy 1. 

• Although Circ AlB Alternatives 16a, 16c, and 17 are or will be consistent with the land-use goals and 
objectives of the 2006 Chittenden County Regional Plan and the plans of the three municipalities in the 
Circ-Williston Project Area, because not all of the other 16 municipalities in Chittenden County have 
determined consistency of Alternatives 16a, 16c, and 17 with their respective municipal plans, at this 
time it cannot be determined if Alternatives 16a, 16c, and 17 are in conformance with the 2006 
Chittenden County Regional Plan's Transportation and Infrastructure Rights-of-Way Policy 2. 

• Because the VT 2A and Hybrid Alternatives do impact historic resources, if one of these Alternatives is 
selected as the Preferred Alternative, a mitigation plan will be presented, if needed, in the Final EIS. 
Until such mitigation plan is endorsed by the relevant historical preservation agencies, there is not 
enough information to determine whether each of the VT 2A and Hybrid Alternatives is in conformance 
with the 2006 Chittenden County Regional Plan's General Land-Use Policy 6. 

• Because it is uncertain whether future municipal development regulations will promote local land 
development patterns that reduce reliance on motor vehicles, there is not enough information at this 
time to determine whether any of the Circ-Williston Alternatives are in conformance with the 2006 
Chittenden County's Regional Plan's Air Quality Policy 3. 

• Because the relevant permitting authorities have not yet determined whether the water quality and 
wetland impacts associated with the Alternatives are acceptable or cause undue adverse impacts that 
cannot be adequately mitigated, it cannot be determined at this time if any of the Circ-Williston Alterna­
tives are in conformance with the 2006 Chittenden County's Regional Plan's Water Quality Policy 1. 
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• Because the relevant permitting authorities have not yet determined whether agricultural soils impacts 
associated with the Alternatives are acceptable or cause undue adverse impacts that cannot be 
adequately mitigated, at this time it cannot be determined if any of the Circ-Williston Alternatives are in 
conformance with the 2006 Chittenden County's Regional Plan's Agricultural Soils Policy 3. 

Although currently there is insufficient information to evaluate whether the some of the Circ­
Williston Alternatives are in conformance with certain 2006 Chittenden County Regional Plan 
policies, this memorandum does not advocate undertaking additional impact studies as part of 
the EIS process. The additional information needed to assess the conformance of the Selected 
Alternative with these 2006 Regional Plan policies will become available from the Final 
Environmental Impact Statement and the permit approval processes for historic preservation, 
water quality, wetlands, and Act 250. 
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