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Conclusions

It can be determined at this time that all of the Circ-Williston Alternatives are in conformance
with certain policies of the 2006 Chittenden County’s Regional Plan:

+ Because nearly all of the development resulting from each of the Circ-Williston Alternatives is
forecasted to occur in Planning Areas designated by the 2006 Chittenden County Regional Plan as
being appropriate for development, all of the Circ-Williston Alternatives are in conformance with the
2006 Chittenden County’s Regional Plan's General Land-Use Policy 1, Housing Policy 3, Economic
Development Policies 9 and 12, and Energy Policy 5.

¢ Because all of the Circ-Williston Alternatives are forecasted to have minimal (similar or lower) emissions
of air pollutants and greenhouse gases, all of the Circ-Williston Alternatives are in conformance with the
2006 Chittenden County’s Regional Plan's Air Quality Policy 1.

+ Because the transportation improvements associated with the Circ-Williston Alternatives will include
stormwater facilities to minimize adverse water quality impacts, all of the Circ-Williston Alternatives are
in conformance with the 2006 Chittenden County’s Regional Plan's Water Quality Policy 4.

«» Because none of the existing designated open-space areas in the Circ-Williston Project Area are
intended to provide natural areas functions, all of the Circ-Williston Alternatives are in conformance with
the 2006 Chittenden County’s Regional Plan’'s Natural Areas Policy 1.

+ Because all of the Circ-Williston Alternatives are designed to incorporate best stormwater-management
practices to minimize flooding, erosion, and pollution, all of the Circ-Williston Alternatives are in
conformance with the 2006 Chittenden County’s Regional Plan’'s Flood and Stormwater Control Policy 1.

¢ Because all of the Circ-Williston Alternatives consider predictable hazards, all of the Circ-Williston Alter-
natives are in conformance with the 2006 Chittenden County’s Regional Plan's Public Safety Policy 6.

It also can be determined at this time that some of the Circ-Williston Alternatives are or are notin
conformance with certain policies of the 2006 Chittenden County Regional Plan:

¢ Because the No Build Alternative and Build Alternatives 2, 3, 16b, 18, 19, 22, and 23 are not consistent
with the adopted plans of all three municipalities in the Circ-Williston Project Area, the No Build
Alternative and Build Alternatives 2, 3, 16b, 18, 19, 22, and 23 are not in conformance with the 2006
Chittenden County Regional Plan's Transportation and Infrastructure Rights-of-Way Policy 2.

« Because the No Build Alternative and Circ A/B Alternatives 16a, 16b, 16¢, and 17 do not impact
historic resources, they are in conformance with the 2006 Chittenden County Regional Plan's General
Land-Use Policy 6.

The DEIS does not contain sufficient information to determine at this time whether some of the
Circ-Williston Alternatives are in conformance with certain 2006 Chittenden County Regional
Plan policies:

o Because CCMPO’s MTP and TIP recommend construction of the Circ-Williston Alternative that has
been selected by the EIS process and the EIS process has not yet selected an Alternative, at this time
it cannot be determined which, if any, of the Alternatives are in conformance with the 2006 Chittenden
County's Regional Plan's Transportation and Infrastructure Rights of Way Policy 1.

+ Although Circ A/B Alternatives 16a, 16c, and 17 are or will be consistent with the land-use goals and
objectives of the 2006 Chittenden County Regional Plan and the plans of the three municipalities in the
Circ-Williston Project Area, because not all of the other 16 municipalities in Chittenden County have
determined consistency of Alternatives 16a, 16c, and 17 with their respective municipal plans, at this
time it cannot be determined if Alternatives 16a, 16¢, and 17 are in conformance with the 2006
Chittenden County Regional Plan's Transportation and Infrastructure Rights-of-Way Policy 2.

o Because the VT 2A and Hybrid Alternatives do impact historic resources, if one of these Alternatives is
selected as the Preferred Alternative, a mitigation plan will be presented, if needed, in the Final EIS.
Until such mitigation plan is endorsed by the relevant historical preservation agencies, there is not
enough information to determine whether each of the VT 2A and Hybrid Alternatives is in conformance
with the 2006 Chittenden County Regional Plan's General Land-Use Policy 6.

+ Because it is uncertain whether future municipal development regulations will promote local land
development patterns that reduce reliance on motor vehicles, there is not enough information at this
time to determine whether any of the Circ-Williston Alternatives are in conformance with the 2006
Chittenden County’s Regional Plan's Air Quality Policy 3.

+ Because the relevant permitting authorities have not yet determined whether the water quality and
wetland impacts associated with the Alternatives are acceptable or cause undue adverse impacts that
cannot be adequately mitigated, it cannot be determined at this time if any of the Circ-Williston Alterna-
tives are in conformance with the 2006 Chittenden County’s Regional Plan's Water Quality Policy 1.
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+ Because the relevant permitting authorities have not yet determined whether agricultural soils impacts
associated with the Alternatives are acceptable or cause undue adverse impacts that cannot be
adequately mitigated, at this time it cannot be determined if any of the Circ-Williston Alternatives are in
conformance with the 2006 Chittenden County’s Regional Plan’s Agricultural Soils Policy 3.

Although currently there is insufficient information to evaluate whether the some of the Circ-
Williston Alternatives are in conformance with certain 2006 Chittenden County Regional Plan
policies, this memorandum does not advocate undertaking additional impact studies as part of
the EIS process. The additional information needed to assess the conformance of the Selected
Alternative with these 2006 Regional Plan policies will become available from the Final
Environmental Impact Statement and the permit approval processes for historic preservation,
water quality, wetlands, and Act 250.
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