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Introduction

The Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission 
(CCRPC) hired Toole Design Group (TDG), VHB, and Town 
Planning & Urban Design Collaborative (TPUDC) to update the 
2008 Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan. This update will 
serve as the active transportation element of the CCRPC 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan.

This document presents the draft recommendations for the 
plan, describing the inputs and methodology for developing 
both the infrastructure and non-infrastructure 
recommendations for the county-wide active transportation 
network. 

The next steps in developing the plan are to: 

1. Prioritize the recommendations

2. Create an implementation plan

3. Present the plan to the public
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Outline

This document presents the following sections:

 Progress update

 Vision and goals

 Conclusions from Existing Conditions Assessment

 Analysis

 Developing a regional network

 Infrastructure recommendations

 Non-infrastructure recommendations

 Next steps
 Prioritization

 Implementation Plan

 Continue public engagement
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Progress since 
September 2015

 Hosted “Live at 5:25” on October 15, 
2015

 Held 4 mini-charrettes (Milton, 
Jericho, Essex, Hinesburg) October 
22-24, 2015

 Completed wikimapping

 Identified major origins and 
destinations through analysis and 
wikimap results

 Revised the Existing Conditions 
Assessment per Advisory Committee 
Comments, including the Vision & 
Goals. The revised document is 
available on the CCRPC’s website. 
Revisions included:

 Updated Vision and Goals (pages 5-6) 

 Completed condition assessment 
(right)

 Clarified facility types 

 Considered bike and ped crashes 
separately from High Crash Location 
(HCL) data

94%

5%

<1%

Condition Assessment
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Plan Vision

Chittenden County residents, employees, and visitors of all ages and abilities require safe 
connections to origins and destinations through a comprehensive active transportation 
network. Improving opportunities for walking and bicycling create a healthier Chittenden 
County community. This network connects towns within Chittenden County and connects to 
neighboring counties. Active transportation becomes the default mode of travel in support of 
the ECOS Plan and its goals.

Walking and biking for everyday transportation are safe, enjoyable, and easily accessible for all 
Chittenden County families, employees, and visitors, regardless of age, ability or income level.  
People are happier and healthier because active transportation is a viable option in their 
everyday lives.

At the local level, networks of sidewalks, multi-use paths, and bike facilities, combined with 
compact patterns of development and a culture of safe, attentive driving encourage active 
transportation and make walking and biking faster and more convenient for short trips, thus 
creating more vibrant communities.

Between towns, a thoughtfully designed and well-integrated network of dedicated bike 
facilities and multi-use paths contribute to reduced dependence on motorized travel and more 
sustainable use of natural resources because biking, walking and mixed-mode travel are 
straightforward, convenient and widely-used methods to get to and from town centers. There 
is a resilient and reliable transit network that is accessible by active transportation for the first 
and last miles of trips. 

Region-wide, a streamlined suite of programs and supports -- from bike parking to wayfinding, 
connections to the transit system, to workshops -- removes barriers and provides incentives at 
every step. The regional economy benefits from attracting the best workers, students and 
companies who want to participate in the region’s active transportation lifestyle. The active 
transportation network serves as a community support network and promotes equitable 
access.
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Plan Goals

ECOS Goals 

1. Provide accessible, safe, efficient, 
interconnected, secure, equitable and 
sustainable mobility choices for our 
region’s businesses, residents and 
visitors.

2. Conserve, protect and improve the health 
of native species habitats, water quality 
and quantity, and air quality.

3. Reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
contributing to climate change and adapt 
to become more resilient to a changing 
climate.

4. All Chittenden County residents are 
healthy.

5. Improve the safety of the public including 
the loss of life and property from natural 
and man-made hazards.

6. Retain and support existing employers 
and job growth, grow target sector 
employers and entrepreneurs, and work 
to attract a greater diversity of employers 
and employees.

Additional Goals for 
the Next Decade

1. Effectively and efficiently use existing 
funding mechanisms to implement 
recommendations.

2. Install necessary support facilities, such as 
bike racks and/or bike lockers, at 
appropriate locations.

3. Strengthen partnerships with local, 
regional and state health organizations in 
an effort to increase physical activity 
through increased bicycling and walking.

4. Encourage walking and biking in local 
communities through work with towns, 
schools, businesses and community walk-
bike groups.

5. Expand walking and biking infrastructure 
to provide interconnection with the 
region’s transit system.

6. Ensure driver speeds are slow and safe to 
reduce bicycle-pedestrian crashes.

The Goals guide the plan and define project priorities and performance measures to 
evaluate its progress. The goals are not listed in any particular order. Many of the goals 
are in sync with those established for the CCRPC 2013 regional plan, ECOS, so to ensure 
consistency and success of measurement, the ECOS goals that pertain to active 
transportation, health, air quality, safety, and transportation costs are re-stated here.
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Conclusions of 
Existing 
Conditions 
Assessment

 Chittenden County is making great strides in advancing its 
inventory of bicycling facilities. However, the advances have 
been primarily focused toward on-street facilities. To attract 
the majority of riders such as the ‘Interested but concerned’ 
group to active transportation, additional emphasis should 
be placed on separated facilities. 

 In addition, non-motorized access to transit needs 
improving. Addressing this gap will be critical to supporting 
active transportation and CCTA.

 There are overall benefits from active transportation to the 
Chittenden County community as a whole, not only the 
individuals who take part in walking or biking. For example, 
everyone experiences less traffic congestion, better air 
quality, higher quality of life, a more diverse and stronger 
economy, and safer walking and bicycling. 
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Analysis
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Analysis

Prior to developing the recommendations, an in-
depth study of various inputs was undertaken to 
understand the regional needs that the proposed 
network should address, including:

 Crash data

 Public input

 Level of Traffic Stress (LTS)
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Crash 
Frequency: 
Pedestrians

Based on 2008-2012 VTrans data.
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Crash 
Frequency: 
Bicyclists

Based on 2008-2012 VTrans data.



Crash Frequency:
Bicyclists and 
Pedestrians

The crash data indicate that special 
attention will need to be paid to 
Winooski, Five Corners in Essex 
Junction, US 2/Williston Road in 
South Burlington, US 7/Shelburne 
Road in South Burlington, and 
sections of Burlington. 
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Public Input:
Charrettes & 
Wikimap

 Four mini-charrettes were held in Milton, 
Jericho, Essex, and Hinesburg in late October 
2015.

 At the same time, an online map (wikimap) 
where users could drop points, draw lines, and 
make comments on specific geographic 
locations was launched.  

 Participants in both the charrettes and wikimap 
were asked to identify: 
 Routes they currently use to walk and bike 
 Routes they would like to use to walk and bike 
 Destinations they currently walk and bike to 
 Destinations they would like to walk and bike to

 There were relatively few participants in the 
charrettes relative to the number of people 
who added input to the wikimap. 

 There were 385 unique wikimap users. 

 These users made 2,750 comments (including 
“likes” and “dislikes” of others’ contributions).

 There were a total of 930 comments (not 
including “likes” and “dislikes”). 

 Input to PlanBTV Bike-Walk and Vermont 
Statewide On-Road Bicycle Plan (plans 
currently in development) were also 
incorporated into the wikimap. 
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Public Input

Inputreceived from participants at 
the charrettes was very consistent 
with comments made on the 
wikimap. This map illustrates routes 
that people indicated they currently 
use when walking or biking.

The majority of comments are 
focused on the Old North End, 
Riverside Avenue, and the Hill 
section of Burlington; and Kennedy 
Drive, Swift Street, and Dorset 
Street in South Burlington. Other 
heavily travelled routes include:

- VT 15 (Essex and Jericho)
- North Avenue (Burlington)
- Mountain View Road (Williston)
- Dorset Street (South Burlington)
- Harbor Road (Shelburne) 
- Patchen Road/Airport Parkway/River 
Cove 

Road (South Burlington and Williston)
- Cochran Road (Richmond)
- Mount Philo Road (Shelburne)
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Public Input

This map illustrates routes that 
people indicated they want to walk 
or bike on.

VT 15, US 7, Mountain View Road, 
US 2 in Richmond, VT 289, VT 117, 
and Barbers Farm Road/Browns 
Trace/Lee River Road are the most 
desired routes. 
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Public Input

This map helps to discern origins and 
destinations. Not surprisingly, they 
are concentrated in the more dense 
areas of Chittenden County, with 
very few locations identified in the 
eastern, northeastern, and far 
southern parts of the region.
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Public Input

Participants were also asked to 
identify locations which they saw as 
barriers to walking. Not only specific 
spot locations, but entire segments 
are identifiable from this map:

- US 2 at the I-89 Exit 14 
interchange  and the Jughandle

- US 7 in South Burlington at the I-
189 terminus

- Bay Road in Shelburne
- The Winooski Circulator and 

bridge to Burlington
- Riverside Avenue in Burlington
- VT 127/Manhattan Drive in 

Burlington

17



Public Input

Top issues identified by public input were:

 I-89 interchanges/ramps throughout Chittenden County

 Bridges

 Bike lanes dropped at intersections

 Turning vehicles (especially at commercial driveways)

 Lack of bike detection at signalized intersections

 Motorist compliance
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Level of Traffic 
Stress

The key factor in the success of an active transportation network is the level of comfort that it provides 
to users. The most common models used to assess comfort (such as the Bicycle Compatibility Index 
and Bicycle Level of Service models) are very quantitative and scientific, being developed based on the 
feedback of users riding along various study segments of streets in selected locations in the United 
States. One critique is that these methods estimate and are based on the perception of safety afforded 
by various factors, as opposed to being based on proven crash reduction strategies. As such, these 
traditional methods arguably overestimate the effects of some factors (such as the presence of a 
striped bike lane) and underestimate the effects of others (most notably traffic volumes and speeds). 
While these models may be adequate for determining suitability for highly-skilled and confident 
bicyclists, they may not be adequate for determining suitability for the entire population (including 
people who do not currently ride a bicycle but have interest in doing so).

Since the categorization methodology used by Geller, Dill, and others1 posits that people can be 
classified based on their willingness or aversion to bicycle with or alongside motor vehicle traffic, 
determining the “traffic stress” of a street segment may be the most appropriate way to determine the 
segment’s suitability for bicycling. The Mineta Transportation Institute developed the Level of Traffic 
Stress (LTS) model to do this, and it loosely correlates with the categories outlined in on page 20. 
Generally speaking, LTS 4 is only suitable for “Experienced and Confident” bicyclists, LTS 3 is suitable 
for that group as well as some “Casual and Somewhat Confident” bicyclists, LTS 2 is suitable for almost 
everyone other than children, and LTS 1 is suitable for the entire population (with the exception of very 
young children). 

As opposed to other suitability methods, this method lends much greater weight to motor vehicle 
traffic speeds and volumes, requiring physical separation between bicycles and cars when traffic 
volumes and speeds exceed certain thresholds. The method uses several base criteria for determining 
traffic stress (street width, motor vehicle speed, and presence of on-street parking) as well as 
additional criteria depending on facility type (bike lane width, traffic volume when streets do not have 
bike lanes, and number of driveways).

In the end, this model helps regions identify the traffic stress that may be experienced along each part 
of their street and road system. It also serves as a tool to help develop interconnected systems of low-
stress bikeways that will appeal to the majority of the population (the “Interested but Concerned” and 
“Casual and Somewhat Confident” groups). A similar approach has been taken by the Dutch for 
decades, resulting in approximately 80% of the population riding a bicycle at least once per week and 
25-50% of the population in larger cities biking to work on a daily basis.
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1Dill, J., and N. McNeil. Four Types of Cyclists? Examination of Typology for Better Understanding of Bicycling Behavior and Potential. In Transportation Research Record: Journal 
of the Transportation Research Board, No. 2387, Transportation Research Board of the National Academies, Washington, D.C., 2013.
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Level of Traffic 
Stress in Chittenden 
County 

LTS 1 is low stress, with little traffic 
and slow speeds, and better 
separation from traffic. LTS 1 
includes shared use paths. 
LTS 4 is high stress, with little to no 
separation from high volume and/or 
high speed traffic.

For example, although Shelburne 
Road/US 7 in  South Burlington has 
bike lanes, it is a higher stress (LTS 3) 
facility due to the fact that there is 
no physical separation from the high 
volumes of traffic with which 
bicyclists are sharing the road. 
Likewise, VT 15 has a paved shoulder 
for bicyclists, but high speeds make 
this a stressful experience for the 
majority of bicyclists. Therefore ,it is 
rated LTS 4.
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Level of Traffic 
Stress

Higher stress segments (LTS 3 and 4) 
generally reflect the regional 
arterials which connect  major 
origins and destinations. While these 
routes indicate connections that all 
travelers (including people who bike 
and walk) want to make, their high 
use and volumes make them 
barriers  unto themselves. 

Despite the high stress level, these 
segments are valuable connections 
between origins and destinations 
and desired by both people on foot 
and riding bikes, and this plan 
focuses on how they can be made 
safer and more accessible to all 
users.
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Developing a 
Regional Network
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Developing a 
Regional Network

After  identifying the needs 
indicated by public input, the lack of 
low stress connections, and origins 
and destinations, the foundation is 
established for developing a 
network that addresses these 
questions. 

The proposed regional network was developed in GIS 

(Geographic Information Systems) using a three-step 

methodology:

24

Public Input
Origins and 

Destinations

Previous 
Plans & 
Studies

Proposed 
Network
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Developing a 
Regional Network

First, segments were drawn over 
corridors identified as “barriers” by 
public input.

25



Developing a 
Regional Network 

Improvement corridors were 
identified by noting high density and 
adjacent barriers. 
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Developing a 
Regional Network

Next, origins  were identified using 
residential address data (analyzed in 
GIS). 
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Developing a 
Regional Network

Destinations (addresses identified as 
office, retail, public, etc.) were 
identified to indicate trip ends.
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Developing a 
Regional Network

Origins and destinations  were 
combined on one map. 
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Developing a 
Regional Network

Network segments were 
established to connect bicycling and 
walking origins and destinations. 
This map reflects new segments for 
which a low-stress alternative does 
not already exist (for example, a 
shared use path on a parallel 
alignment). 
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Developing a 
Regional Network

All of the links identified by the 
barriers, origin-destination pairs, and 
previous plans and studies are 
combined. This preliminary network 
is then refined in the next section to 
focus on regional connections.  
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Recommendations
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Infrastructure 
Recommendations

When the existing low stress 
segments are removed from the 
overall network map, the needed 
regional connections are left. 
Recommendations are developed 
based on these gaps in the network.
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Infrastructure 
Recommendations :

Long-term/10+ 
years

Some locations are major barriers 
and will require extra attention.
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Infrastructure 
Recommendations :

Long-term/10+ 
years

 Focus on separated facilities (separated bike lanes, shared use paths) 
to attract the greatest number of potential users

 Consider alternate designs for Exit 14 interchange
 Bike-ped bridge?

 Develop separated bike lanes through the Jughandle

 Winooski-Burlington bridge
 Rebuild bridge with separated bike lanes

 Or build bike-ped bridge

 Route bicycles around Winooski Circulator on Winooski Falls Way, 
Cascade Way, East and West Allen Streets, Follett Street, and West 
Canal Street

 Integrate high quality, low stress bicycle and pedestrian 
improvements into the proposed design for the Colchester Exit 16 
interchange

 Consider developing a recreation path along the Circ Highway right-
of-way. Although a segment was not recommended in this network 
because better transportation connectivity is provided by parallel 
alignments, interest was expressed in charrette discussions in 
developing such a path. 
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Infrastructure 
Recommendations:

Short-term/ 
immediate to <5 
years

 Start developing a wayfinding plan now, so that as network segments are built, 
signs showing connections can be put into place.

 Upgrade existing bike lanes to separated bike lanes by adding flexposts (need 5’ 
bike lane + 1’ buffer?) where possible.

 Develop contraflow bike lanes on one-way streets, and include flexposts as 
possible to provide separation from traffic. 

 Identify a segment on which to pilot an advisory lane. The candidate should be a 
road where there is limited width for bicycle facilities and the average daily traffic 
(ADT) is less than 6,000 vehicles. Advisory lanes will require significant driver 
education and a shift in behavior, so begin with pilot/demonstration projects and 
education initiatives prior to implementing on a wide scale. 

 Work with CCTA to ensure that all new or updated bus stops include bike racks, 
sidewalk connections, crosswalks, and ADA ramps.

 Ensure that bike lanes are continued through intersections rather than ended at 
the approach. Include such designs in intersection improvement studies and 
plans.

 Include bike detection at signalized intersections, and encourage Departments of 
Public Works to check that bike detection systems are functioning properly when 
doing routine maintenance. 
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Non-Infrastructure 
Recommendations:

Education

 Work with the Vermont Registry of Motor 
Vehicles to ensure that driver education 
includes a significant component on 
interaction with bicyclists and pedestrians. 
Focus on the importance of appropriate speeds 
and attentive driving.

 Promote Local Motion's "Everyday Bicycling" 
course. This course will help adult bicyclists 
learn bicycle safety, etiquette and the rules of 
the road.

 Provide educational materials on bicycle and 
pedestrian rules, safety and etiquette to 
drivers, bicyclists, and pedestrians. VTrans and 
Local Motion have printed materials that 
municipalities and other agencies can 
distribute.

 Educational materials can be targeted at 
students in schools and colleges with 
information about rights and responsibilities as 
well as safety.

 Launch a public awareness campaign focusing 
on yielding to pedestrians at crosswalks and 
driving slowly. Local media and public service 
announcements can be used to implement the 
campaign.

 Offer workshops and training courses to local 
staff and elected officials to communicate the 
importance of walking, pedestrian safety, and 
how design can impact both.
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Non-Infrastructure 
Recommendations:

Encouragement
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 Encourage healthcare providers to prescribe active transportation where appropriate. 
Providers can write prescriptions for 20 minutes of daily walking or discounted bicycle 
helmets to encourage patients to walk and bicycle for health.

 Encourage municipalities to renew or apply for Walk- and Bike- Friendly Community 
designations from the League of American Bicyclists and the Pedestrian and Bicyclist 
Information Center.

 Continue to promote transportation demand management (TDM) strategies and 
participation in organizations such as the Chittenden Area Transportation Management 
Association (CATMA). 

 Review municipal ordinances related to bicycle registration and parking. Ordinances 
should encourage bicycling and protect bicycles and bicyclists rather than discourage 
use. New developments should be encouraged or required to provide bicycle parking, 
including parking for cargo bikes, onsite. Refer to the Association of Pedestrian and 
Bicycle Professionals (APBP) Essentials of Bicycle Parking.

 Continue to provide funding programs like the VTrans Bicycle and Pedestrian Program to 
support construction of local bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure. VTrans 
Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) funding also supports bicycle and pedestrian 
infrastructure.

 Support schools in making walking and biking part of everyday school culture. Safe 
Routes to School participation can take the form of organizing annual walk events (such 
as International Walk to School Day), data collection, walking school buses, bike trains, 
walking and biking curricula, and monthly walk to school events.
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Non-Infrastructure 
Recommendations:

Encouragement 
(cont.)

39

 Consider a bike share pilot program in Chittenden County. Local Motion's 2012 feasibility 
study notes that bike share may be feasible in Burlington and Winooski.

 Promote the Bicycle Benefits program to local businesses and their patrons. The Bicycle 
Benefits program offers shoppers who bike to participating merchants a discount on 
their purchases. 

 Encourage municipalities to develop a pedestrian advisory committee if appropriate and 
if they do not already have one.

 Encourage municipalities (where applicable) to adopt Vision Zero to prioritize safety of 
vulnerable users.

 Encourage municipalities to request pedestrian easements and connections between 
developments during site review (where applicable).

 Encourage municipalities (where applicable) to assume responsibility for clearing snow 
from sidewalks and paths (if they don’t already).

 Encourage municipalities to require countdown timers and leading pedestrian intervals 
(where applicable) at all crosswalks. 

 Participate in PARK(ing) Day (the third Friday in September) on a county-wide basis. On 
PARK(ing) Day, parking spaces are transformed into parklets to convey the importance 
of open space and public art, and reinforce the importance of people over parking. 
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Non-Infrastructure 
Recommendations:

Enforcement
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 Promote the Bicycle and Pedestrian Training course offered by the Vermont Police 
Academy and Local Motion. This course aims to help law enforcement officers 
understand the rights and responsibilities of bicyclists and pedestrians. Chittenden 
County may also consider creating new educational materials, such as MassBike's bike 
safety video, which works collaboratively with police officers on bicycle issues: see 
http://massbike.org/blog/2014/05/07/massbike-releases-bike-safety-training-video-for-
police-departments/

 Develop a speed reduction program to strengthen enforcement and assure that vehicle 
speeds are safe for Complete Streets and vulnerable users such as bicyclists and 
pedestrians. A comprehensive speed reduction program may include speed feedback 
trailers.

 Focus on positive reinforcement, such as recognition for safe and slow driving, yielding 
to pedestrians, bicyclists who signal their turns, and looking both ways before crossing 
the street. Police in some communities hand out coupons for free coffee to people who 
are observed practicing safe behavior.

 Review municipal ordinances to determine if a town-wide speed limit or a reduction in 
the town-wide speed limit would be appropriate. In 2011, Burlington reduced its city-
wide speed limit from 30 mph to 25 mph. Reducing the speed limit not only improves 
safety, but provides officers with a stronger basis for enforcement.

 Work with local police on public safety and enforcement campaigns (where applicable).

 Work with local police to enforce pedestrian right-of-way obstructions, such as blocking 
a sidewalk with a parked car or a sandwich board.
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Non-Infrastructure 
Recommendations:

Engineering

 Review posted speed limits regularly. Traditionally, speed limits have been set according 
to the 85th percentile speed at which traffic travels. However, speed limits can and should 
be set according to the specific set of conditions experienced on that roadway, and using 
engineering judgement. When conducting safety or infrastructure improvement studies, 
planners and engineers should refer to http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/uslimits/ to determine 
whether a road’s speed limit is set appropriately.  

 Coordinate with CCTA to improve active transportation access to transit stops. 
Improvements may include upgrading signage, installing shelters or seating, lighting, 
route maps, and schedules. 

 Develop a rural walking toolkit. Sidewalks sometimes seem out of place in rural areas, 
but that doesn’t mean that opportunities for walking shouldn’t be provided. A toolkit 
that describes how to advance rural walking alternatives like meandering soft surface 
paths would likely help towns in Chittenden County.

 Inventory curb ramps and assess their condition, including locations where they are 
missing. Curb ramps are an essential part of the pedestrian network to ensure 
accessibility for all. 

 Develop a pedestrian maintenance toolkit for local Public Works Departments. Most 
municipalities in Chittenden County already do an excellent job at maintaining sidewalks, 
crosswalks, and curb ramps. Still, providing checklists and documenting innovative 
approaches to maintenance and facilities may assist them in planning budgets and 
allocating resources. 

 Encourage local businesses to provide portable ramps to accommodate wheelchairs over 
raised/inaccessible doorways. Portable ramps are a low-cost way to provide wheelchair 
access to businesses with a step or small barrier to entry.

 Organize volunteer path maintenance events. Maintenance might include trash pickup, 
sweeping, cleaning of vandalism, and reporting areas in need of more serious 
maintenance.
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Non-Infrastructure 
Recommendations:

Engineering
(cont.)

 Work with municipalities to require 
installation of wheel guards on fleet 
trucks. Wheel guards prevent 
bicyclists from being pulled under the 
wheels of heavy vehicles in a crash.  
Municipalities can retrofit fleet 
vehicles operated by or under contract 
with the municipality, such as waste 
removal, construction or maintenance 
vehicles.

 Create a grant funding program to 
install public bike maintenance 
stations. Public maintenance stations 
allow bicyclists to fill tires with air and 
complete minor repairs.  These 
stations offer convenience to bicyclists 
and increase the visibility of bicycling 
in the community.
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Non-Infrastructure 
Recommendations:

Evaluation

43

Develop a robust bicycle and pedestrian count program. Bicycle and pedestrian data 
collection is important to:

 Evaluate long-term trends

 Forecast bike/ped volumes that a particular facility type might attract

 Separate bicycle and pedestrian volumes in traffic models 

 Identify network gaps

 Help define a hierarchal network (for example, functionally classify bike facilities and 
corridors)

 Acquire data to support performance measures that inform project selection and close 
data gaps 

 Measure the return on investment of new facilities

 Develop a better understanding of how weather affects active transportation 

The 2013 FHWA Traffic Monitoring Guide notes that a program that combines both short-
and long-term counts is best to gather spatial and volume information. For short-term 
counts, volunteers can count bicyclists and pedestrians an hour or two at a time, while 
permanent, automated counters can collect volumes continuously throughout the year. 
From these data, regional long-term trends can be identified and hourly, daily, and seasonal 
adjustment factors developed. Adjustment factors are then used to calibrate or extrapolate 
short-term counts performed at a wider variety of locations. 

Count locations should include:

 Locations for which historic bike/ped count data exist 

 Bridges

 A mix of rural, suburban, and urban locations
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Non-Infrastructure 
Recommendations:

Evaluation (cont.)
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 Develop a smartphone app for reporting maintenance or safety issues. Communities 
have streamlined public works operations and customer service by enabling users to 
report potholes, broken pedestrian signal buttons, and other hazards through their 
mobile devices.

 Develop local walking plans for each community in Chittenden County. Not only would 
documenting this ubiquitous mode raise its visibility and help residents to understand its 
importance, but formalizing a town’s walking network will help to identify gaps, 
maintenance issues, and opportunities for improvement.

 Conduct walking audits annually. A walking audit is a method to determine if 
neighborhoods or specific routes meet walkability criteria, such as safety, connectivity, 
accessibility, comfort, cleanliness, and maintenance. Walk audits should be completed 
near schools or other high demand locations.

 Create walking maps for towns to promote walking. This recommendation could be 
completed concurrently with the local walking audits described above. 

 Survey pedestrians periodically to identify both barriers and gaps in walkability.
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Next Steps
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Next Steps

 Continue to coordinate this plan with 
 Vermont Statewide On-road Bike Plan

 PlanBTV Bike-Walk

 Municipal planning initiatives

 Develop performance measures

 Prioritize recommendations

 Develop cost estimates

 Develop implementation plan

 Continue public engagement
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