
 

 

CHITTENDEN COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 1 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 2 

DRAFT 3 
 4 

Date:  Wednesday, December 2, 2015 5 
Time:  5:45 p.m. 6 
Place:  CCRPC Offices, 110 W. Canal Street; Suite 202; Winooski, VT  05404 7 
Present: Andy Montroll, Chair   Chris Roy, Vice-Chair 8 
  Mike O’Brien, Secretary-Treasurer Brian Bigelow, At-Large 9 
  John Zicconi, At-Large   Lou Mossey, Immediate Past Chair 10 
Staff:  Charlie Baker, Executive Director Regina Mahony, Planning Program Manager 11 
  Eleni Churchill, Trans. Program Mgr. Forest Cohen, Business Manager 12 
  Bernadette Ferenc, Trans. Business Mgr. 13 
 14 
The meeting was called to order at 5:40 p.m. by the chair, Andy Montroll. 15 
 16 
1.  Changes of the agenda, Members’ Items. Regina has a Section 248 letter for members to review. 17 

 18 
2. Approval of November 4, 2015 Joint Executive/Finance Committee Meeting Minutes. LOU MOSSEY 19 

MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY BRIAN BIGELOW, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 20 
4TH MEETING.  MOTION CARRIED WITH JOHN ZICCONI ABSTAINING. 21 

 22 

3. Act 250/Section 248 Applications 23 
a.  SolarCity Corporation, Docket No. 8634.  Regina noted that we had discussed this a little last 24 

time.  Chris Roy recused himself from discussion as his firm has just been retained by SolarCity.  25 
This is a project on 38 acres off of W. Milton Road in Milton to construct a 4.9 MW solar electric 26 
generation facility.  In comparison to other projects we’ve dealt with its larger, but you cannot 27 
see much of it.  We received a letter from the landowner that he now objects to the project, 28 
which is not really in our purview.  She is not sure what position the Selectboard has taken, and 29 
is awaiting word from the manager.  The planning commission has no objection.  She says it is in 30 
conformance with our plan and does not affect transportation.   31 
 32 
John Zicconi wondered about these conforming to our plan.  Based on state energy goals of 33 
having 90% of our power be from renewable sources and eventually being self-sufficient, it is a 34 
good thing, but where does it stop.  PSB seems to approve every solar project even if 35 
municipality is reticent.  Charlie noted that energy siting has been studied over the past couple 36 
of years trying to determine a policy on these.  Maybe if municipalities have specific wording 37 
(but not too specific) in the plan that may have an influence.  He expects the recent siting 38 
commission will come back with recommendations from the last gubernatorial appointed 39 
committee that we should have the RPCs plan for their region.  Mike O’Brien wondered if 40 
there’s been discussion about pulling the reins to not let this get too far.  Lengthy discussion 41 
continued about whether we’d put some criteria on it.  Our ECOS plan could address this, but it 42 
wouldn’t have much weight.  Farm fields are being taken up, but the ag department feels we are 43 
preserving the land so they don’t have an issue.  Charlie said the PSB is going to prepare for a 44 
time when the RPCs will be planning this.  They have funded 3 RPCs to try to see how this will 45 
work and two more will begin in January.  PSB said they’ll fund all RPCs beginning July 2016.  He 46 
anticipates this to be an 18 month – two year project.  He also anticipates that the percentage 47 
of renewables will increase and then we’ll have to quadruple these solar project to meet that 48 
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goal.  When asked what impact 4.9 MW is, it was noted that it’s enough to power 1,437 homes. 1 
The project we just approved in Williston is for 2.5 MW.   2 
 3 
BRIAN BIGELOW MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY LOU MOSSEY, TO AUTHORIZE CHARLIE BAKER 4 
TO SIGN THE LETTER TO THE PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD.  MOTION CARRIED WITH CHRIS ROY 5 
ABSTAINING. 6 
 7 

4.  Draft MOU with VTrans and CCTA.  John Zicconi said because there is a section dealing with Conflict 8 
Resolution which states that in the event we’re not satisfied with the decision of the Secretary of 9 
Transportation we can appeal to the Vermont Transportation Board, and he is Executive Secretary 10 
he will abstain for all votes on this MOU.  Since the Board meeting we have made a couple of 11 
changes.   12 
a. Starting at the bottom of page 7, we have added/Sec 248 to any reference of Act 250.   13 
b. Page 9, c.  VTrans asked us to reword the last phrase to read “…with the VTrans Project 14 

Development Manual or the soon to be adopted VTrans Project Definition Process Guidebook.” 15 
c. On page 9, we have reworded 3.j. to say “Because a number of years can pass between CCRPC’s 16 

project scoping and VTrans project development, there may be occasions when VTrans will 17 
pursue a preferred alternative different from the municipality-preferred alternative.  VTrans and 18 
CCRPC will endeavor to work with the municipality to develop a mutually agreed-upon project.  19 
VTrans will communicate its final decision and rationale to the municipality following a project’s 20 
acceptance into the Capital Program.”  Charlie said that after discussions with Michele 21 
Boomhower and Amy Bell and Jeff Carr, the original language did not really reflect the reality.  22 
He described our experience with the Milton Hourglass project.  After some discussion it was 23 
agreed to change the middle sentence to read “VTrans and CCRPC will endeavor to work with 24 
the municipality in an effort to develop a mutually agreed-upon project.” 25 

d. We deleted the first sentence in 4b on page 9.   26 
e. Page 11, 4b. We changed it to read “The TIP will be developed by CCRPC consistent with the 27 

CCRPC bylaws, and PPP, and other applicable policies.” 28 
Charlie then asked if members were comfortable with him sending the revised MOU to VTrans for 29 
their legal review.  LOU MOSSEY MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY CHRIS ROY, TO APPROVE THE 30 
REVISED DRAFT TO FORWARD TO VTRANS AND CCTA FOR THEIR APPROVAL.  MOTION CARRIED 31 
WITH JOHN ZICCONI ABSTAINING. 32 

 33 
5.  Legislative Breakfast Agenda/Speakers. Charlie asked members if they planned to attend.  Lou will 34 

not be there.  The program as Charlie and Andy discussed will begin with breakfast at 7:30 a.m.  35 
Charlie will take a few minutes to talk about key initiatives of the CCRPC for those who don’t deal 36 
with us on a regular basis:  the new CWAC, ITS plan and AID grant; active transportation plan; land 37 
use and zoning efforts; form based code and All Hazards Mitigation Plans.  Major topics suggested 38 
include:  a)  Water Quality – Charlie was thinking about asking Tom DiPietro, Dennis Lutz or Bryan 39 
Osborne to speak to stormwater/water quality concerns; and the municipal stormwater grant 40 
program.  Do we want to say that something needs to be done to help pay for these mandates.  It 41 
was suggested that Dawn Francis could speak to this as well. 42 
b.  PILOT – Payment in Lieu of Taxes for state-owned land in municipalities.  Charlie will ask a Bolton 43 
select person to talk about this, unless Barbara Elliott or Todd Odit want to present the topic.  44 
c.  Shared Services and the COG bill.  A way for municipalities to work together to share equipment, 45 
etc. to get more bang for the buck.   46 
All of these topics are about things that affect municipal budgets and funding needed.  Town 47 
managers have been involved with this.  The only other bill that has attracted his attention is the 48 
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permit process improvement bill.  This one has been supported by Housing Vermont.  The bill as he 1 
understands it is trying to do a couple of things.  – Stay the clock on other permits so they don’t 2 
expire while you’re trying to negotiate another one; and the other part of it is they are trying to 3 
have an administrative hearing officer within DEC to have a hearing before it goes to court.  Brief 4 
discussion ensued.  He thinks he might just recommend people look at this bill.  It was suggested 5 
that in case we don’t discuss PILOT, perhaps we should bring up energy siting that may be coming 6 
up.    Charlie will work out the program before the Legislative Breakfast. 7 

 8 
6.  Chair/Executive Director’s Report.   9 

a. Charlie is almost done with municipal visits.  He still has Milton and Winooski.  Andy noted that 10 
the overall view is that the RPC does a lot to help out municipalities.  John said it’s good for us to 11 
take time to go out and talk to selectboards every once in a while.  Charlie has had positive 12 
reports. 13 

b. ECOS Annual Report.  We’re still looking for accomplishments and will be sending requests to 14 
town managers, planners, the TAC, PAC and board members.  This year we’ll try a more low-15 
tech approach. 16 

c. COG bill – there have been meetings with some state agencies who have had concerns, so he’s 17 
been meeting with Commerce and others met with Transportation. 18 

d. Charlie received another call from Richmond about the creamery property and brownfields 19 
redevelopment project.  They are still looking for a non-profit to take ownership of the property 20 
for a short time to apply for grant funds to help with the redevelopment.  Charlie has been 21 
hoping GBIC would take it on, but they seem to think it’s too small for them.  After much 22 
discussion, members again noted that we are not in that business and would prefer not be 23 
involved.  Even if we could do it, it doesn’t mean we should do it. 24 

 25 
7.  Other Business.  It was noted that we should send out a notice that will NOT be a board meeting in 26 

December.  Bernie will take care of this. 27 
 28 

8. Executive Session:  None needed. 29 
 30 

9. Adjournment.  MIKE O’BRIEN MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY CHRIS ROY, TO ADJOURN AT 7:05 31 
P.M.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 32 

 33 

Respectfully submitted, 34 
 35 
Bernadette Ferenc 36 


