
Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission 1 
Executive Committee  2 

Meeting Minutes 3 
 4 
Date:  Wednesday, March 4, 2015 5 
Time:  5:45 p.m. 6 
Place:  CCRPC Offices, 110 W. Canal Street, Suite 202; Winooski, VT   05404 7 
Present: Andy Montroll, Chair   Debra Kobus, Secretary-Treasurer  8 
  Lou Mossey, Immediate Past Chair Andrea Morgante, At-Large 9 
  John Zicconi, At-Large 10 

Charlie Baker, Executive Director Regina Mahony, Planning Program Manager 11 
Forest Cohen, Business Manager  12 
 13 

The meeting was called to order at 5:45 p.m. by the Chair, Andy Montroll. 14 
 15 
1.  Changes to the Agenda; Members’ Items.  Charlie asked that there be an executive session 16 
to discuss personnel matters. 17 
 18 
2.  Approval of February 4, 2015 Executive Committee meeting minutes.  LOU MOSSEY MADE A 19 
MOTION, SECONDED BY ANDREA MORGANTE, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 4, 20 
2015.  MOTION CARRIED WITH JOHN ZICCONI ABSTAINING. 21 
 22 
3.  Act 250 & Sec. 248 Applications: 23 

a. New England Clean Power Link.  Regina presented the Notice of Appearance and Motion 24 
to Intervene on behalf of the CCRPC, and Certificate of Service to the Vermont Public 25 
Service Board.  Intervener status had not been granted at the time of the meeting, but 26 
Regina noted that neither the applicant nor the Public Service Department have 27 
expressed opposition to it.  The first discovery is scheduled for March 16th and the 28 
second for April 30th.  The other RPCs have motions to intervene as well.  Charlie said 29 
that this is the first time Chittenden County RPC has sought intervener status in a Public 30 
Service Board hearing.  It was noted that Marc Landry has asked some questions 31 
regarding the assumed economic benefits of the project.  John Zicconi wondered if any 32 
towns had made a motion for status, and Charlie and Regina didn’t think so.  Any towns 33 
that have questions should contact Regina about this matter.  Andrea wondered which 34 
agencies the Board would hear testimony from; she thought maybe just ANR or possibly 35 
Archeology.  Charlie asked the Committee if the issue should be on the full Board 36 
Meeting agenda to explain why CCRPC was attempting to gain intervener status and to 37 
ask if any members have any specific questions or comments on the proposal.  The 38 
Committee agreed that it should be on the agenda.  John thought that gaining status 39 
was beneficial even if we don’t currently have significant issues as it keeps the RPC’s and 40 
our member’s options open.  Andrea asked that questions that had been collected be 41 
included in the Board packet along with a brief explanation of the New England Clean 42 
Power Link project.  John was glad that the towns would have an avenue to weigh in 43 
through the CCRPC.  There was a little more discussion about how the tax or licensing 44 
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revenue would flow along with questions about who “owned” the land under the 1 
middle of Lake Champlain.   2 

 3 
4.  Charge to Board Development Committee for FY16 Nominations.  Charlie relayed that Lou is 4 
the Chair of the Committee, with membership including Sandy Dooley, Jeff Carr, and Catherine 5 
McMains.  Charlie reminded the group that the officer terms are typically for two years, but the 6 
elections are held annually to allow for changes if necessary.  Lou stated that he will work to 7 
identify candidates and get the Committee together.  Deb has indicated that she will not 8 
continue on as Treasurer, and Lou asked that all of the members let him know if they wished to 9 
remain on the Committee or not.  Lou will have a list by the May Board meeting with the vote 10 
to come during the Annual Meeting in June.         11 

 12 
5.  Agenda Review – March 18, 2015 Board Meeting.  Charlie reviewed the Board Meeting 13 
agenda.  It was agreed that the Total Energy Study Report, Item #5 on the draft agenda, could 14 
be stricken.  Andy said that the New England Power Link Intervener Status item should be 15 
added.  Charlie also would like to have Chittenden Area Transportation Management 16 
Association (CATMA) come and talk to the Board about themselves and TDM.  They’ve recently 17 
changed their name from “Campus” Area to “Chittenden” Area, and CCRPC has been investing 18 
in the organization regularly for the last few years.  Charlie would also like to have Lee present 19 
results of a survey the CCRPC conducted of the membership and our region about shared 20 
services.  Charlie then brought up a bill in the legislature that would enable – not require - the 21 
formation of Councils of Governments (COGs) in Vermont.  John said that he didn’t want to 22 
bring a bill to the Board if it wasn’t likely to go anywhere.  Charlie agreed that it would be a 23 
good idea to include the COG bill in his regular Legislative review rather than a separate agenda 24 
item unless it looks like it has traction.  Regina explained Item #8, Comments on Master Plan 25 
Revisions to Act 250 Rules.  She explained that the Natural Resources Board is considering a 26 
rule change to allow District Commissions to require master plans with Act 250 applications.  In 27 
the past applicants could submit master plans if they chose to, but they weren’t required to.  28 
Master plans would not be required for all projects – the proposed rule change includes specific 29 
circumstances for which a master plan could be required.  Regina reported that the Natural 30 
Resources Board worked on these changes via a Committee and received comments both in 31 
support of and opposition to this proposal.  The Ad Hoc Permit Review Committee is meeting 32 
on Friday the 6th and will have a recommendation to the Board.  The PAC will have a chance to 33 
add feedback during their meeting on the 11th, which will also be included in the Board packet.    34 
 35 
6.   FY16 UPWP & Budget Preliminary discussions.  Charlie told the Committee that the UPWP 36 
Committee had conducted their second meeting and was making progress.  Some of the 37 
proposed projects have been sifted out, and there will be some negotiations with some of the 38 
towns about prioritizing their proposed projects.  The next UPWP meeting is on March 19th, so a 39 
solid draft has to be completed by the end of next week.  It was noted that the UPWP meeting 40 
on the 19th should be listed in the Upcoming Meetings section of the Board Agenda.   41 
 42 
7.  Chair/Executive Director’s Report.   43 
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a. Legislature.  Charlie reported that the Water Quality Bill, H.35, had been voted out of 1 
House Fish & Wildlife and Agriculture Committees.   He also noted that the economic 2 
development bill may have some sort of first time homebuyer incentive program.      3 

b. Compensation Study Update.  Charlie told the Committee that he and Forest had spoken 4 
with the consultant on Tuesday and were expecting a final report by the 20th.  The 5 
Executive Committee should also expect to receive personnel policy recommendations 6 
related to the report for their April meeting.  Charlie explained that the 7 
recommendations were likely to be different from what the consultants recommended.  8 
He thinks that the comparative salary data the consultants gathered was somewhat 9 
skewed away from the Vermont market.    10 

c. Organization Transition.   Charlie explained that he would like to have completed the 11 
process of hiring the Transportation Program Manager and junior planner position or 12 
two by early April, but that these kinds of processes are easily delayed.  He reported 13 
that they had around 100 applicants for the junior position and 14 for the 14 
Transportation Program Manager position, including internal applicants.  Charlie said 15 
that the hiring process had been discussed with staff, and his plan to move on the 16 
Program Manager position first had been communicated to staff.  Charlie also told the 17 
Committee that he would be asking if one of them could help with the hiring process for 18 
the Transportation Program Manager. 19 

 20 
8.  Other Business.  Andrea told the group that Art Woolf had written about transportation in 21 
Vermont in one of his recent columns, and how Vermont was not particularly exceptional with 22 
regard to transportation measures compared to other states.  She related that she thought the 23 
column was written in a style that was very digestible and free of jargon.  Andrea wondered if 24 
staff might be able to craft an add-on about Chittenden County and write it in a similar familiar 25 
style.  The group noted that while Vermont as a whole might have overall average 26 
transportation metrics, Chittenden County doesn’t.  Andrea thought it would be nice to have 27 
the piece published, perhaps in the Burlington Free Press.  The piece could work in conjunction 28 
with Way to Go Week, perhaps.  John added that the Free Press may not pick it up.  He thought 29 
that Art Woolf may have had an agenda in the way he presented the information in the column.   30 
 31 
9.  Executive Session.  JOHN ZICCONI MADE A MOTION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO 32 
DISCUSS PERSONNEL MATTERS AT 6:39 P.M.  LOU MOSSEY SECONDED AND THE MOTION 33 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 34 
 35 
JOHN ZICCONI MADE A MOTION TO COME OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 7:02 P.M.  LOU 36 
MOSSEY SECONDED AND THE MOTION CARRRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 37 
 38 
LOU MOSSEY MADE A MOTION TO ADJOURN AT 7:02 P.M.  ANDREA MORGANTE SECONDED 39 
AND THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 40 
 41 
Respectfully submitted, 42 
 43 
Forest Cohen 44 


