
 

 

CHITTENDEN COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 1 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 2 

MINUTES 3 
DRAFT 4 

 5 
Date:  Wednesday, March 2, 2016 6 
Time:  5:45 p.m. 7 
Place:  CCRPC offices; 110 W. Canal St; Suite 202; Winooski, VT   05404 8 
Present: Andy Montroll, Chair   Chris Roy, Vice Chair 9 
  Mike O’Brien, Secretary-Treasurer John Zicconi, At-Large >5,000 10 
  Brian Bigelow, At-Large <5,000  Lou Mossey, Immediate Past Chair 11 
Staff:  Charlie Baker, Executive Director Eleni Churchill, Trans. Program Manager 12 
  Regina Mahony, Planning Prog. Mgr. Forest Cohen, Business Manager 13 
  Bernie Ferenc. Trans. Business Mgr. 14 
 15 
The meeting was called to order at 5:45 p.m. by the Chair, Andy Montroll.   16 
 17 
1.  Changes to the Agenda/Members’ Items:  There were none. 18 

 19 
2. Approval of February 3, 2016 Executive Committee Meeting Minutes.  LOU MOSSEY MADE A 20 

MOTION, SECONDED BY CHRIS ROY, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 3, 2016 21 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING.   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  (Amy Bell had suggested to 22 
Bernie that we correct page 3, line 24 to say “Agreement” instead of “memorandum of 23 
agreement.”)  She will make that correction. 24 

 25 
3. Act 250 & Section 248 Applications.   26 

a. Indian Brook Properties, LLC, Essex; Application #4C1289. Brian Bigelow said he is an 27 
abutting property owner and will abstain from discussion on this project.  Regina said this is 28 
within the rural planning area for a 9-lot, 8-unit subdivision.  DEC is just holding the hearing 29 
for prime ag soils.  Lot 9 is 162 acres and at first we thought it was being conserved, but “no 30 
development is being planned for Lot 9 at this time.”  We do find this project to be in 31 
conformance with the Planning Areas of the 2013 Chittenden County Regional Plan.  A VAST 32 
trail goes through a portion of the property and we recommend a condition of Act 250 33 
approval be an alternate location and easement for the VAST trail.  LOU MOSSEY MADE A 34 
MOTION SECONDED BY JOHN ZICCONI, TO AUTHORIZE CHARLIE TO SIGN THE LETTER TO THE 35 
D.E.C. MOTION CARRIED WITH BRIAN BIGELOW ABSTAINING. 36 

b. Eco Car Wash, Williston #4C0597-12B.  Regina noted that we have not prepared a letter as 37 
this is an amendment to the permit for the signs.  Act 250 doesn’t think Eco Car Wash’ signs 38 
are in accordance with the original permit.  She checked with Williston and they don’t have 39 
any issues, so we don’t plan to act on this.  Members agreed. 40 
 41 

4. Agreement with VTrans and CCTA.  Charlie received a new version late this afternoon, which is 42 
slightly different than the version in the packet.  Last week we received additional edits that we had 43 
concerns with, including the idea that in case of a dispute, the Secretary of Transportation’s decision 44 
is final.  In the existing MOU, if we have a dispute, there is a four level dispute resolution process: 45 
we form an ad hoc committee; then it goes to the Secretary of Transportation; then the 46 
Transportation Board; and finally the courts.  The version we received today is similar to what is 47 
there now except it includes a mediator rather than the T. Board.  Apparently the T. Board was 48 
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removed from the equation because “The T. Board does not have the authority to serve in an appeal 1 
capacity.”  Mike O’Brien asked John Zicconi about Transportation Board responsibilities, since John 2 
is their Executive Secretary.  John said the T. Board is authorized to hear some.  A lengthy discussion 3 
ensued about the change. John noted that their role is to provide checks and balances.  A lengthy 4 
discussion continued.  Charlie will ask for more explanation as to why the T. Board doesn’t have the 5 
authority to deal with appeals.  Once we get VTrans response we can determine whether we need 6 
to review it with our attorney.  It was also decided that we would not rush this and could wait for 7 
the April meeting.  Chris brought up a concern about there being no specified time period for 8 
appealing the decision following mediation. 9 
  10 
Mike O’Brien said his biggest concern which he brought up before was that when this talks about 11 
UPWP in general, it doesn’t specify that this Agreement is about transportation tasks only.  Mike 12 
suggested a couple of other changes, which members agreed to: 13 

 Page 1, last part of the first paragraph, should read “The terms of this Agreement shall remain 14 
in force indefinitely unless one of the Parties gives 6-month notice of termination, at such a 15 
time all parties shall agree to negotiate a new agreement in good faith.” 16 

 Page 1 last phrase in second paragraph should be eliminated.  “…and the CCRPC formation 17 
Memorandum of Understanding dated April 20, 1983;   (Which actually should have been 18 
CCMPO, but is no longer a relevant phrase.) 19 

Charlie and Eleni noted one other minor change: the last sentence of Section IV.1. is not needed 20 
and can be deleted. 21 

 22 
5. Draft Tech Industry/Young Families Summary Report.  Regina said this is a second draft of the report 23 

we saw last month.  We’re just trying to move this through the process.  A suggestion at this point is 24 
to refine this a little and run it by GBIC, the Chamber and perhaps Jeff Carr.  This is a white paper 25 
that doesn’t need action, but is to be used as a resource.  Andy suggested we have an introduction 26 
before Part 1 describing why we did it and what we hope to accomplish; and include basic 27 
conclusions and what we should continue to focus on.  A brief discussion ensued.  Andy said there 28 
are so many organizations and efforts are scattered and it needs to be coordinated as there is no 29 
real focus.  It was noted that we need to add page numbers to the document as well.  Lou suggested 30 
a program to tie the educators and employers to work together on STEM.  He feels that is 31 
important.  Andy wondered if Table 4 could tell us how many degree students stay in Vermont from 32 
each of those schools.  Charlie said we will refine this white paper. 33 
 34 

6. Charge to Board Development Committee for FY17 Nominations.  Andy asked Lou to have the Board 35 
Development Committee prepare a slate of officers for FY17.  Andy has served for two years and will 36 
step down as chair and become Immediate Past Chair; Chris Roy will move to vice-chair; and Mike 37 
can potentially move to vice-chair.  Which means we’ll need a secretary-treasurer.  Charlie will send 38 
Lou the roster of committee members. 39 

 40 
7. Chair/Executive Director’s Report.   41 

a. Budget & UPWP update. Charlie noted that the UPWP committee will hold its 2nd meeting 42 
tomorrow evening.  It was a good thing that municipalities prioritized their projects, since 43 
requests significantly exceed available funding. 44 

b. Legislative Update – H.249.   This bill came out of the House on the day after the board 45 
meeting.  It’ll be in Senate Govt. Ops committee next week.  He will keep members posted.  46 
The other bill that crossed his radar last week is Senate Bill 230 – Energy Development 47 
employment Act, where they’re trying to deal with how the municipalities can have a bigger 48 
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voice in energy siting.  The thing in here is an improved energy element of the regional plan 1 
adding requirements of 5-7 different statutory goals that need to be in it, as well as 2 
consistency with the State Energy Plan, and a certification from the state if we want to have 3 
weight in Section 248.  Then, if a town wanted to have more weight in the process, it would 4 
need to ask the RPC to certify the town plan.  Discussion ensued about the fact that they 5 
want to be sure all the regions of the state are sharing this.  He wanted members to be 6 
aware of it.  Three regions are more than halfway done and 3-4 received funding from PSB 7 
recently.  This fall we should get funding from the Department of Public Service to be able to 8 
take this on.   9 

c. Annual Meeting planning. Suggestions were made for venue:  ECHO; All Faith Center in 10 
Shelburne; Shelburne Farms. 11 
 12 

8. Review of March 16, 2016 Board Meeting Agenda. Members reviewed the proposed agenda.  Regina 13 
noted that the Essex Town Plan was approved on Town Meeting Day, so we will add that item to the 14 
Board agenda.  Since the agenda is rather light, it was agreed to have a walk through on the Draft 15 
Tech Industry/Young Families Summary Report. 16 
   17 

9. Members’ Items/Other Business.  There was no other business. 18 
 19 

10. Executive Session.  Was not needed. 20 
 21 

11. Adjournment.  MIKE O’BRIEN MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY LOU MOSSEY, TO ADJOURN THE 22 
MEETING AT 7:05 P.M.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 23 

 24 
Respectfully submitted, 25 
 26 
 27 
Bernadette Ferenc 28 


