
 

 

Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission 1 
Executive Committee 2 

Meeting Minutes 3 
DRAFT 4 

DATE:  Wednesday, May 7, 2014 5 
TIME:  5:45 p.m. 6 
PRESENT: Lou Mossey, Chair   Andy Montroll, Vice-Chair 7 
  Debra Kobus, Secretary-Treasurer Andrea Morgante, At-Large 8 
  Chris Roy, At-Large   Marc Landry, Immediate Past Chair 9 
  Charlie Baker, Executive Director Michele Boomhower, Asst/MPO Director  10 
  Forest Cohen, Business Manager Regina Mahony, Senior Planner 11 
  Melanie Needle, Senior Planner  Bernadette Ferenc, Trans. Business Manager 12 
 13 
The meeting was called to order at 5:47 p.m. by the Chair, Lou Mossey. 14 
 15 
1.  Changes to the agenda.  There were none. 16 

 17 
2. Approval of Minutes.  MARC LANDRY MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY CHRIS ROY, TO APPROVE THE 18 

MINUTES OF APRIL 2, 2014, WITH CORRECTIONS IF ANY.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 19 
 20 

3. Act 250/Section 248 Applications. 21 
 22 

a. #4C1265 – Green Meadow Apartments, LLC & Amber Lantern, LLC.  This project is located on 23 
Thasha Lane in Essex Junction.  They propose taking down 14 buildings (112 units) and 24 
constructing 10 buildings with 300 units.  At the suggestion of Robin Pierce, the planner in Essex 25 
Junction, she added a statement on Strategy 2 about putting 80% of development in 15% of the 26 
county.  We did add a comment about the lack of bike parking and made a suggestion of 27 
including both short-term and long-term bicycle parking for residents.  When asked if this 28 
includes bicycle/pedestrian paths, Regina noted there are a lot of pedestrian and multi-modal 29 
connections and they are linking things that are not linked right now.  Members reviewed the 30 
letter and suggested moving all bike/pedestrian comments into the third paragraph.  MARC 31 
LANDRY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE LETTER WITH SUGGESTED CHANGE.  ANDY 32 
MONTROLL SECONDED.   Charlie wondered if when a developer makes a real effort in 33 
stormwater management, if we should offer a positive comment.  Members agreed to stay out 34 
of the issue as we don’t have the expertise.  Lou wondered if we want to talk about town plan 35 
approval; and Andrea wondered if we want to be sure zoning regulations are in conformance to 36 
the municipal plan.  Andy suggested that if we see things that are wrong we should let 37 
communities know.  Lengthy discussion ensued.  The question is how well are the bylaws 38 
implementing the municipal plan, but we should not bring that into our review of an Act 250 39 
applications.  VOTE:  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 40 
 41 

4. FY15 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) and Budget.  Members reviewed a revised FY15 42 
budget.  Charlie noted that we increased revenue from ACCD by $20,000 because both houses 43 
approved the increase to RPCs.  There is a chance we’ll be hearing about brownfields grants.  This 44 
reduced our projected deficit to -$13,430.  Charlie did note that the benefits line is conservative, so 45 
the deficit might be even lower.  We did add some insurance costs to cover the worst case scenario 46 
as we are shopping for new policies.  Michele noted that VLCT would be willing to look at a package 47 
to deal specifically with regional planning commissions rather than municipal quotes, which include 48 
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buildings and equipment (which makes the insurance package very expensive) that the RPCs just 1 
don’t have.  This will be the budget we send in the board packet for adoption. 2 
 3 
Michele noted that on the task side, the only changes will be more details on tasks that relate to 4 
Transportation Planning Initiative tasks for VTrans.  Charlie has a meeting with DHCD to verify the 5 
regional planning grant work program items. 6 
 7 

5.  Report on Nominations.  Marc Landry reported that we have a full slate of officers:  Andy Montroll, 8 
Chair; Chris Roy, Vice-Chair; Debra Kobus, Secretary-Treasurer; Andrea Morgante, At-Large <5,000;  9 
John Zicconi, At-Large >5,000; Lou Mossey, Immediate Past Chair.  We will prepare a memo for the 10 
board packet. 11 
 12 

6. Climate Action Guide Status Update.  Melanie presented a memo she prepared this afternoon.  It is 13 
arranged by discussion at the April board meeting and then comments voiced by individual 14 
members, which at times contradicted each other.  She reviewed each comment.   15 

 16 
a. On #3 members voted to include a simpler chart.  She found one called “Observed U.S. 17 

Temperature Change” that came out of the National Climate Assessment federal report 18 
released yesterday, May 6, 2014.  She’s still looking for a simple chart but a lot are similar to 19 
what Chris Roy had provided.  Lou agreed that the new chart is busy, but does tell more 20 
information.  Andrea feels that the old chart is okay with the additional 13 years.  Melanie does 21 
have a number for Burlington and she’d like to put these side by side to compare the general 22 
trend vs. Burlington.  She will continue looking for a better comparison and more current data.   23 

b. #4.  Added language.   24 
c. #5 changed the tone of the document to read present tense.   25 
d. #6 from John Zicconi clarifies Northeast vs. Vermont.   26 
e. #7 John rewrote the paragraph on page 3.   27 
f. #8 is from Dan Kerin recommending charts and graphs depicting global weather trends not be 28 

included in the guide. 29 
g. #9 – Don Meals requested that the updated version of Figure 3 from the US Climate 30 

Assessment be inserted in the guide as well as the “Observed U.S. Temperature Change” chart. 31 
Andrea suggested including this figure 3 and the maps we discussed in the memo to board 32 
members.  Charlie was hoping we’d get comments from the Executive Committee and then prepare 33 
staff recommendation for changes to the guide for approval by the board.  He said we’ll have the 34 
memo showing both charts.  We’ll look at global vs. national information and come up with a 35 
common ground.  Andrea noted it’s not just the temperature but how it affects everything else.  36 
Lengthy discussion continued.  Andy noted that the real meat of the guide is what to do to change 37 
these.  Chris Roy showed an EPA chart he found on-line and he’ll send Melanie the link.  Melanie will 38 
include a link from the National Climate Assessment on the Northeast. 39 
 40 

7.  Annual Meeting – June 18th.   Charlie reported that we have booked the Dion Family Student Center 41 
at St. Michael’s College for our annual meeting.  David Mears, Commissioner of Department of 42 
Environmental Conservation, will be the guest speaker to talk about the proposed TMDL program.  43 
There will be a limited business meeting with election of officers. 44 
 45 

8. Chair/Executive/MPO Directors Reports. 46 
a. Administrative Updates.   Our indirect rate for FY15 was approved by VTrans.  Paul Luciano, our 47 

emergency planner, has tendered his resignation and he will be leaving at the end of May.  He 48 
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had been employed half time and he was also working for Central Vermont RPC part-time.  Lee 1 
Krohn will take over for the summer and we’ll revisit the staffing need in the fall.   2 

b. Public Participation Plan.  The next committee meeting will be next Thursday, May 15th.  We 3 
have confirmed attendance for that meeting.  We supported Sara Osaba last year to develop a 4 
training program for people of color for leadership.  They will be down at the statehouse on 5 
Friday, May 9th to meet with legislators and the Governor.  Charlie and Michele will be 6 
attending.  We received a grant from the Vermont Community Foundation to work on equity 7 
regionally.  We are developing the list of partners with the plan being that we start this up and 8 
others carry it on. 9 

c. Legislative Update.  Both growth center bills have passed.  The Transportation Proportional 10 
Share bill has passed both houses; as well as the Shoreland Bill. 11 
 12 

9.  Agenda Review for May 21st Board Meeting.   Members reviewed and approved the agenda. 13 
 14 

10. Other Business:   Marc Landry heard today that the Weather Channel TV crew is doing a segment on 15 
the 3 most scenic bikeways in the country and one is the Island Line and they were filming up there 16 
today. 17 

 18 
CHRIS ROY MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY MARC LANDRY, TO ADJOURN AT 6:48 P.M.  MOTION 19 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 20 
 21 
Respectfully submitted, 22 
 23 
Bernadette Ferenc 24 


