
 

 

CHITTENDEN COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 1 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2 

MEETING MINUTES 3 

DRAFT 4 

Date:  Wednesday, September 2, 2015 5 

Time:  5:45 p.m. 6 

Place:  CCRPC offices; 110 W. Canal Street; Suite 202; Winooski, VT   05404 7 

Present: Andy Montroll, Chair   Michael O’Brien, Secretary-Treasurer 8 

  John Zicconi, At-Large   Lou Mossey, Immediate Past Chair 9 

  Charlie Baker, Executive Director Regina Mahony, Planning Program Manager 10 

  Eleni Churchill, Transportation Program Manager 11 

  Forest Cohen, Business Manager Bernadette Ferenc, Trans. Business Manager 12 

 13 

The meeting was called to order at 5:45 p.m. by the Chair, Andy Montroll. 14 

 15 

1.  Changes to the Agenda/Members’ Items:  There were none. 16 

 17 

2. Approval of August 5, 2015 Joint Executive/Finance Committee Meeting Minutes.  JOHN ZICCONI 18 

MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY LOU MOSSEY, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF AUGUST 5, 2015.  19 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 20 

 21 

3. Act 250 & Section 248 Applications:  22 

a. Dorset East Associates, South Burlington, #4CO948-7. Regina noted this was a conserved parcel 23 

associated with the Dorset Farm subdivision.  When South Burlington changed the zoning in this 24 

area the development potential changed.  The current proposal is to develop a portion of this 25 

lot into 36 housing units, and conserve more acreage than is currently conserved today (a 26 

portion of this lot and another lot in close proximity).  The conserved areas would be adjacent to 27 

other conserved parcels for South Burlington, Shelburne and the Vermont Land Trust.  The 28 

applicant is applying for review under Criterion 9(l) and 9(b) only, and requesting an amendment 29 

to Condition #14 of the original permit (this designates the lot in question as a conserved lot).  30 

We feel it’s an okay project because it meets our planning areas and we think it meets 9(l).  The 31 

proposal has not yet been submitted to the City of South Burlington for review.  It is just a 32 

sketch at this point so they can get a determination on 9(l), 9(b) and the existing permit 33 

condition.  Mike O’Brien noted that it may come to him for appraisal, so he’ll abstain from 34 

voting on this.  Discussion continued and all agreed we should stay out of the local zoning issues 35 

associated with the proposal.  LOU MOSSEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE LETTER TO THE 36 

DEC#4.  JOHN ZICCONI SECONDED AND THE MOTION CARRIED, WITH MIKE O’BRIEN 37 

ABSTAINING. 38 

b. GMP Solar, Richmond, LLC, Docket No 8564.   Regina noted this a Section 248 application in a 39 

rural planning area.  We’ve seen other solar farms in the Rural Planning area and found them to 40 

be consistent with the Plan.  There are no transportation issues.  The Richmond Selectboard is 41 

aware of the project, but has not weighed in on it.  MIKE O’BRIEN MADE A MOTION, SECONDED 42 

BY LOU MOSSEY, TO AUTHORIZE THIS LETTER BE SENT TO THE PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD.  43 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 44 
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c. TDI. They had sent a request about expediting the public hearing process.  We have not 1 

responded, but the PSB has expedited their process so the hearings are scheduled for October.  2 

We don’t anticipate this having any impact on the tax issue.  Regina and Charlie had discussions 3 

with Addison County and Northwest RPCs to discuss our next steps on the taxing issue.    We 4 

discussed the potential for proposing a legislative fix that would clarify taxing authority for 5 

underwater utilities for the lake front communities, if our member communities are interested 6 

in taking this step.  Regina sent emails to those communities to see if they’re interested.  Charlie 7 

said the language in the existing legislation is simple because we’d just ask to add other towns 8 

along the lake.  Adam Lougee of Addison County RPC will draft a bill if needed. 9 

d. Northern Vermont Financial Corp., Shelburne, #30004-1/4CO282-1. Regina noted that this is 10 

going to hearing.  We looked into it, but there is nothing we’d have input on, so there’s no 11 

letter.  The property is in the industrial park north of the village of Shelburne.  Rumor has it that 12 

the railroad is buying the property and they are trying to get previous Act 250 permits rescinded 13 

as they were never acted upon.  There was a brief discussion, but no action was required. 14 

 15 

4. State Rail Plan.  Charlie distributed a new comment sheet that now includes comments from 16 

yesterday’s TAC meeting.  We left it open for more comments until Tuesday, September 8th.  He 17 

noted that Peter had included last month’s comments from the Executive Committee.  He reviewed 18 

each paragraph and it was agreed to change the last sentence in the second paragraph since the 19 

Railyard study is not completed yet and we don’t have specific projects.  It was also agreed to be 20 

more specific in the fourth paragraph to say “…encouragement for DEMHS and other relevant State 21 

and Federal agencies to provide….”  We will bring these comments to the full board for approval. 22 

 23 

5. Strategic Planning & ECOS Plan Update Schedule. Andy noted that we talked about strategic 24 

planning at our last meeting.  It’s been five years since the merger and at that time we thought we 25 

needed to look to see if any adjustments need to be made.  After that meeting he talked to other 26 

folks about the idea of a one-day retreat and is now not sure we need to do this large of a process.  27 

He thought perhaps we should raise this to the full board to see how others feel before we go full 28 

bore into this.  We’ll ask board members to think about what other things the RPC should be doing.  29 

Andy said we may decide that we’re doing okay right now.  Mike feels that we’re flexible enough 30 

that if something comes up we can take it on at that time, rather than specify it right now.  John 31 

feels that perhaps we want to have a strategic planning committee to begin the conversation.  Andy 32 

feels we still need to bring it to the full board.  Discussion continued.  Andy said that since the 33 

Executive Committee and the staff haven’t really identified anything that needs to be changed, 34 

perhaps we should just ask the board members how they feel.  Lou said we’ve been taking steps all 35 

along since the merger and when Michele left we reorganized the staffing.  Mike likes the idea of 36 

tying this to the LRPC.  37 

 38 

It was agreed that the ECOS Plan Update is really separate from strategic planning, but if anything 39 

does come out of the strategic planning discussion it may result in an ECOS Plan amendment.  40 

Regina reviewed the memo she prepared to go in the board packet and reviewed the plan update 41 

schedule.  We have to reconvene the LRPC.  She reviewed the issues we have to revise in our plan.  42 

These changes need to be done by June 2016.  Because of the hearing schedule, we need to have 43 

draft text by December.  She said the committee will need to stay focused on the 3 items listed and 44 
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that we’ll also have to include the Hazard Mitigation Plan.  We asked the TAC for a representative 1 

and she will ask the PAC at their meeting on the 9th.  We emailed previous ECOS steering committee 2 

members for representatives of public entities.  Hal Colston as well as others are interested.  Andy 3 

asked for update on the public participation plan for the board.   4 

 5 

6. Charge to Clean Water Advisory Committee (CWAC).  Charlie noted we will send this memo to board 6 

members in their meeting packet.  This pretty much follows our bylaws as we do for TAC and PAC.  7 

There are five tasks that follow our new agreement with ANR.  The MS4 will have a separate sub-8 

committee.  The TAC discussed this draft yesterday and MS4 communities will review it.  Meetings 9 

will be scheduled after the TAC meeting to help with rural community attendance.  The chair will 10 

appoint the committee with this charge. 11 

 12 

7. Recommend Commission Committees/members to Chair.  Charlie sent an email just prior to this 13 

meeting asking members to let us know what committee they want to serve on.  Andy will make 14 

appointments at the September board meeting. 15 

 16 

8.  Review FY16 Training Schedule.  Charlie presented a schedule of board trainings that will take place 17 

at 5:30 p.m., just prior to board meetings beginning September 16th.  Members agreed to the 18 

schedule and suggested we send links to the training sessions to new board members.  It was noted 19 

that we will be providing dinner to encourage attendance at these trainings.  Because we only have 20 

½ hour, the trainings will just give a broad view of each of the topics. 21 

 22 

9. Chair/Executive Director’s Report: 23 

a. Water Quality contract update.  Charlie noted that we should receive the agreement in a day or 24 

two from ANR.  We are getting compensated for it, but we’ll be the funnel for all the money to 25 

the other RPC’s.   26 

b. Stormwater Utility Williston /VTrans issue.  There is a dispute between VTrans and Williston and 27 

although we facilitated a meeting awhile back it hasn’t been resolved.  The town feels VTrans 28 

should be paying stormwater fees to the town for state roads.   29 

c. Mid-year staff evaluations.  Charlie noted we’re finalizing staff mid-year evaluations. 30 

d. Town Reports.  We’re preparing our annual town reports to send to our municipalities outlining 31 

work done in the FY15 fiscal year. 32 

e. Project Management Update.  We’re working on updating Sharepoint (our project management 33 

software) to be more responsive to our needs. 34 

f. Memo of Understanding. The MPO has historically had an MOU with CCTA, CCRPC, and VTrans, 35 

as required by federal law.  We’ve drafted revisions to the 2002 MOU and just had a meeting 36 

with Michele Boomhower of VTrans, CCTA, and our staff to finish it up.  We hope to bring this to 37 

the CCRPC board for consideration later this year. 38 

g. Richmond Creamery.  We’ve had a request from folks trying to redevelop the Richmond 39 

Creamery property in Richmond to play a transitional ownership role in the project.  It will help 40 

the project get grant funds for redevelopment with a government or non-profit transitional 41 

owner.  Charlie talked to Andy and Chris and they decided that we’d help in any way we can, 42 

short of that.  Members agreed.   43 

 44 
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10.  Agenda Review – September 16, 2015 meeting.  Members reviewed the proposed agenda.  It was 1 

noted we should add an update on the TMDL, since the draft is out for public review.  We should 2 

also make it very clear that training session begins at 5:30 and that dinner will be served. 3 

 4 

11. Other Business.  There was none. 5 

 6 

12. Executive Session, if needed.  MIKE O’BRIEN MADE A MOTION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 7 

7:00 P.M. TO DISCUSS PERSONNEL ISSUES.  LOU MOSSEY SECONDED AND THE MOTION CARRIED 8 

UNANIMOUSLY.   9 

MIKE O’BRIEN MADE A MOTION TO COME OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 7:25 P.M.  LOU MOSSEY 10 

SECONDED AND THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 11 

13.  Adjournment.  JOHN ZICCONI MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY LOU MOSSEY TO ADJOURN THE 12 

MEETING AT 7:26 P.M.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 13 

Respectfully submitted, 14 

 15 

 16 

Bernadette Ferenc 17 


