
Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission 1 
Executive Committee 2 

Meeting Notes 3 
 4 

Date:  Wednesday, January 2, 2013 5 
Time:  Time:  5:45 p.m. 6 
Place:  CCRPC Offices; 110 W. Canal Street; Suite 202; Winooski, Vt   05404 7 
Present: Lou Mossey, Chair   Catherine McMains, At-Large 8 
  Andrea Morgante, At-Large (by phone) Amy Bell, VTrans (by phone) 9 
  Charlie Baker, Executive Director Michele Boomhower, Asst/MPO director 10 
  Forest Cohen, Business Manager Regina Mahony, Sr. Planner 11 
  Bernadette Ferenc, Trans. Bus. Mgr. 12 
 13 
The meeting was called to order at 5:46 p.m. by the Chair, Lou Mossey.   Although we did not have a 14 
quorum, it was agreed to go through the agenda and do what we could. 15 
 16 
Charlie asked how members felt about holding another Executive Committee meeting prior to the board 17 
meeting on January 16, 2013.   We will need to approve the Executive Committee minutes from 18 
November 28th and review the Mid-Year budget adjustment.  It was agreed to hold the Executive 19 
Committee meeting at 5:30 p.m. in lieu of a board training that evening. 20 
 21 
3.  Act 250 & Section 248 Policy and Applications.   22 

a. Application #4C1254 – Sheppard, Brogna, Gardner, Essex, LLC, Village Walk PRD in Essex 23 
Junction.  Regina has prepared a letter to send to the District Commission.  Since we don’t have 24 
a quorum and the hearing will be on the morning of Jan. 16th, she will poll members via email for 25 
a consensus. 26 

b. Vermont Gas extension to Middlebury.  The other item we wanted to discuss with the Executive 27 
Committee and Andrea in particular, is should we be looking at taking action on this application 28 
or just let it go through?  Andrea’s recommendation is to support the towns.  Hinesburg, St. 29 
George and Monkton have a problem because Vermont Gas is not following the alignment they 30 
originally suggested to the municipalities.  Williston, Essex and Colchester don’t object because 31 
VT Gas will follow the ROW for VELCO and the CIRC.  Hinesburg has written to the Public Service 32 
Board (PSB) and their position is that they’d like to have the gas transmission line in the VELCO 33 
ROW.  VT Gas is coming to Hinesburg on January 16th at 7 or 7:30 p.m. to make another public 34 
presentation; and, to date the town hasn’t gotten any more information.  Hinesburg does not 35 
want the line going down Baldwin Road.   Andrea feels VT Gas has not kept the town informed.   36 
Charlie wondered if the issue is that if the project is in the VELCO ROW, VT Gas would have to 37 
deal with each property owner, and if they use the town ROW, they only have to deal with the 38 
town.  Charlie asked Andrea to send him a copy of Hinesburg’s letter to the PSB.  It was noted 39 
that these are transmission lines down to Vergennes, so none of these folks would benefit from 40 
having the transmission line on their property, but they might not object if it’s in the VELCO 41 
ROW.  Lou, Catherine and Andrea all feel the RPC should take a position.  Andrea said they have 42 
been told there can’t be any trees along the road in the transmission line corridor, and this is a 43 
scenic road.  This would also affect the town’s ability to put in culverts, etc.  They don’t have 44 
enough information at this point to know where VT Gas really will put the line.  Andrea noted 45 
that VT Gas will also hold a public presentation in Monkton as well on January 10th.  Amy Bell 46 
said the underground utilities also affect where you can put signs and guard rails.  VTrans met 47 
with ANR two weeks ago just to talk about what is proposed and they have not seen any other 48 
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details other than they want to use the CIRC ROW.  VTrans wants to see it outside the CIRC ROW 1 
so it doesn’t affect VTrans ability to adjust the corridor if necessary.   There is also wetland 2 
habitat that could be affected.  They just barely got the documentation on this as we have.  Can 3 
they be in CIRC ROW or outside – this discussion is just beginning.  Charlie asked if they have any 4 
indication about the municipalities wanting to see a bike path in the CIRC ROW.  Michele was 5 
involved in discussion before Christmas with Local Motion and Chris Cole as to whether there’s a 6 
way to have a bikepath in the ROW.  Until the Agency determines what their position will be on 7 
the CIRC ROW, they will not entertain anything in the ROW.  Amy said the segment of the CIRC is 8 
basically from Severance Corners to Route 117 in existing segment of the CIRC.  When asked 9 
where it’ll be in Williston, Amy said her understanding is that they’d use Redmond Road. 10 
   11 

4.  Town Plan Approval Process.  The PAC (Planning Advisory Committee) held its first meeting on Dec. 12 
12th and they reviewed the Charlotte Town Plan.  The Milton Town Plan came in two weeks later and 13 
they want approval in February, and the PAC isn’t scheduled to meet until March.  Lou suggested we ask 14 
the communities to let us know their schedules for updating their plans.  Regina said in the larger 15 
picture we need to aware of when municipal plans are due for revision.   We need to be engaged 1-1 ½ 16 
years ahead of the plan update, so the RPC can give its input at that point.  Everyone at the PAC agreed 17 
that once our public hearing happens, when the plan is so far along, it won’t really affect anything.  The 18 
planners will be aware of when the PAC meetings are and can try to work that into their plan update 19 
schedule.  Discussion continued about how we could fit in the Milton approval for our February board 20 
meeting.   The new process should allow the CCRPC to get involved earlier; and then there should be no 21 
surprises.  Ideally we should have the RPC hearing prior to the second municipal public hearing.  Lengthy 22 
discussion continued.  Because most towns start revisions 2 years out, we really need to let them know 23 
that RPC needs to be involved from the beginning.  The PAC looked at a Draft Plan Approval Policy 24 
revision when they met in December.  They will look at this again in March and make a recommendation 25 
for action at the April board meeting.   26 
 27 
5.  FY13 Mid-Year Budget Adjustment.  This was not yet ready for review. 28 
 29 
6.  Review Draft Agenda for January 16, 2013 Board Meeting.  Michele noted that some years ago the 30 
City of Burlington received an earmark for a South End transit center.  CCTA has worked with VTrans to 31 
allow them to use that money to purchase property adjacent to their existing facility on Industrial 32 
Parkway for expansion.  Funds have already been obligated so there won’t be a TIP amendment.  Lou 33 
suggested we at least let the board know of the change.  Charlie mentioned there are a couple of 34 
committees we’d like to get going and we’ll prod them a little.  Agenda was revised. 35 
 36 
7.  Other Business.  Lou would like to talk about the Annual Meeting at the February Executive 37 
Committee meeting, so we can determine when and where it will be held.  The Executive Directors’ 38 
annual evaluations need to be done soon as well. 39 
 40 
The meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 41 
 42 
Respectfully submitted, 43 
 44 
 45 
 46 
Bernadette Ferenc 47 


