
 

 

Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission 1 
Executive Committee 2 

Meeting Minutes 3 
 4 

Date:  Wednesday, June 5, 2013 5 
Time:  5:45 p.m.. 6 
Place:  CCRPC Offices; 110 W. Canal Street; Suite 202; Winooski, VT  05404 7 
Present: Louis H. Mossey, Chair   Andy Montroll, Vice-Chair 8 
  Edmund Booth, Sec-Treasurer  Catherine McMains, At-Large 9 
  Marc Landry, Imm. Past Chair  Andrea Morgante, At-Large (5:55) 10 
  Charles Baker, Executive Director Michele Boomhower, Asst/MPO Director 11 
  Regina Mahoney, Sr. Planner  Forest Cohen, Business Manager 12 
  Bernadette Ferenc, Trans. Business Manager 13 
 14 
The meeting was called to order at 5:45 p.m. by the Chair, Lou Mossey. 15 
 16 
1.  Changes to the Agenda/Members’ Items:     17 

a. Andy has been asked to offer a technical update on the project list in the ECOS Plan for CEDS 18 
projects.  On item 5 on the CEDS project list, Pine Street redevelopment – they would like to 19 
add to the description “and complete street improvements.”  It also states that estimated 20 
costs are TBD.  They would request that costs will be determined for privately funded 21 
projects, but that $10M is estimated for complete street improvements.   When asked if 22 
there are other technical changes, Regina said everything to date was in the memo we 23 
received at the last meeting.  Winooski and Williston did not provide a lot of detail on the 24 
CEDS list and they may bring more information on their projects.  Staff noted that it was not 25 
uncommon for the CEDS project list to show costs TBD.  The CEDS list is supposed to be 26 
updated annually. 27 

b. Ed noted that he attended Vermont Economic Development Summit on Monday in Rutland 28 
as a private citizen.  Mark Waterhouse is the consultant for the statewide CEDS and was the 29 
speaker.  The state will build on any existing CEDS done in the regions.   Based on what he 30 
saw, Ed feels that what we did with ECOS was right on track. 31 

 32 
2.  Approval of Minutes. MARC LANDRY MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY CATHERINE MCMAINS, TO 33 

APPROVE THE MINUTES OF MAY 1, 2013.  Catherine noted a clarification on page 2, line 19 –It was 34 
agreed to remove “in application.”  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY TO APPROVE THE MINUTES 35 
AS CORRECTED. 36 

 37 
3.  Act 250/Section 248  Policy and Applications. 38 

a. We received an application a couple of days ago for Staniford Farms, LLC located on 39 
Appletree Point Lane in the new north end of Burlington right next to the bike path.  The 40 
application is for a 30 lot subdivision that includes 21 new building lots, 5 existing homes on 41 
reconfigured lots and 4 common lots to be owned by the new homeowners association.   42 
Right now they are just requesting subdivision approval and will apply for individual lots as 43 
they come along.  The hearing is scheduled for June 17.  Regina noted that the project is 44 
generally in conformance with the Metropolitan Planning Area of the 2006 Chittenden 45 
County Regional Plan.  Members reviewed the proposed letter.  MARC LANDRY MADE A 46 
MOTION, SECONDED BY ED BOOTH, TO APPROVE SENDING THE LETTER TO THE D.E.C.  47 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  48 
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b. Regina noted that the PAC will begin reviewing the interim Act 250 & Section 248 policy.  1 
The PAC bylaws say one of their duties is to review Act 250 guidelines and projects.  Staff 2 
discussed this internally and don’t think the PAC will have time to review each application 3 
because they don’t meet very often.  The PAC does have a standing agenda item to discuss 4 
upcoming projects early on and that seems to be working well.   The process we’ve been 5 
working on the last year seems to be working well with the trigger being the projects that go 6 
to hearing.    She would just like to clarify what we review when we look at projects.     7 
 8 
Andrea said we’ve been operating under the policy that pretty much just deals with 9 
transportation and the planning areas and there may be some issues that do arise in future 10 
plans.  Charlie noted that the FEH project is a good example.  Andrea asked if part of the 11 
charge to the PAC to look at what we review.  Regina said we haven’t approached them on 12 
this yet, so we’ll have to see whether they’re interested in doing that.  We’re looking at 13 
planning areas or transportation but if we have an actual report on some issue that we can 14 
point to, we can review it.  So we need to maybe clarify the language.  She feels that would 15 
make more sense rather than opening it up too much.  Lou suggested we perhaps make a 16 
checklist for the PAC or EC to use so we can look at all issues:  planning areas, 17 
transportation, and other specific reports we’ve done.  Charlie would recommend we have 18 
the board approve any reports before we use the report.   19 
 20 
Lou wanted to be sure we don’t bog the process down. Since we need to be involved we 21 
should do it as efficiently as possible.  Michele noted that there are statewide agencies that 22 
have expertise and we should make sure they have access to any reports we might have 23 
done.  Discussion continued.  If we’re getting involved in other areas we need to let 24 
developers know so they can have an opportunity to discuss issues early in the process.   25 
 26 
Lou expressed concern that board members might see the EC as having too much power.  27 
Catherine explained what had happened in the past where the process fell in on itself.  Ed 28 
said the fact that we’re going to put letters on the agenda if a member wanted to hear 29 
about they could have a discussion at that time. Discussion continued noting that the 30 
process is following the policy the board approved and they could change the policy.  Charlie 31 
said the PAC will review this in June and meet again in September and probably get it to the 32 
EC in October.  When asked if this is a bylaw change, Charlie said we’ll have to have that 33 
discussion so the bylaw review committee can review it. We’ll ask board members when 34 
they want to review the letters – right after the EC meeting or wait until the board meeting.  35 
 36 

4. Other potential Ad Hoc Committees:  Charlie noted we recently appointed a Shoreland Buffer Bill 37 
committee.  There are two summer studies that came out of the legislative session that may have 38 
significant impact on CCRPC and our municipalities.  Our contract with ACCD will contain a 39 
requirement for us to take action on growth center/permit reform.  He added Permit Reform 40 
because it was similar to the committee we had two years ago.  Charlie said this is an opportunity to 41 
improve growth centers and other designations.  ACCD will engage with stakeholders and require 42 
RPCs to participate in the process.  Charlie would prefer to have input from the board before we he 43 
is asked to participate.  We would have this committee develop recommendations to improve the 44 
designation program.  Members for all three of these committees could include alternates and other 45 
interested parties – not just board members.  The Energy Siting committee is for RPCs to play a 46 
really large role in where to locate renewable energy projects.  All regions would have to do 47 
something.  We may be required to adopt an energy siting plan.  Discussion continued.  Charlie will 48 
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send committee charges to board members and alternates for all three committees seeking interest.  1 
(The third committee is a public participation plan advisory committee.) 2 
 3 

5.  Report on Nominations from Board Development Committee.    Marc Landry reported the Board 4 
Development Committee had developed the following slate: Lou Mossey as Chair; Andy Montroll as 5 
Vice- Chair; Andrea Morgante as At-Large for communities under 5,000 population.  Chris Roy as At-6 
Large representing municipalities over 5,000 population; Debra Kobus as the board representative 7 
from St. George and the new Secretary-Treasurer; and Marc will continue as immediate past chair.  8 
Edmund Booth is leaving the board and therefore the EC and Catherine McMains is leaving the EC.  9 
Appreciation for all of their work on the Executive Committee, board and other committees was 10 
expressed by all members. 11 

 12 
6.  Potential Office Relocation.  We have no more information to provide at this time.  We have until 13 

November 1st to inform our current landlord. 14 
 15 

7. Chair/Executive Director’s Report.   16 
a. Circ Alternatives.  Michele reported that round two of project recommendations was 17 

approved by the legislature and she is scheduling meetings with VTrans and communities to 18 
see who will manage the projects.  Most of the planning studies are underway.   19 

b. ECOS Plan.    Please come in two weeks to vote on the Plan. 20 
 21 

8. June 19, 2013 Board Annual Meeting Agenda Review.  We removed plan approvals for Hinesburg 22 
and Buels Gore as they are not ready at this time.  We will be sure to make the meeting location 23 
change more noticeable on the agenda sheet – we are meeting at ECHO Lake Aquarium and Science 24 
Center.  Lou wants to recognize the municipalities who are celebrating their 250th anniversaries this 25 
year.  It was suggested to have Pam prepare a map of when each community was incorporated/ 26 
chartered and perhaps population then and now.  We will also announce any organization awards 27 
we’ve received over the past year.  Also have a chronological order of merger, Irene recovery, 28 
Challenges for Change; Circ alternatives…  Do we want press on the ECOS plan?  Our guest speaker 29 
will be Paul Dreher who will talk about form-based code.  (Lou noted that he will not be here for the 30 
July 17th board meeting.) 31 
 32 

9. Other Business:  There was no other business. 33 
 34 

10. Executive Session – to discuss personnel matters.   ANDREA MORGANTE MADE A MOTION, 35 
SECONDED BY CATHERINE MCMAINS, TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 7:00 PM TO DISCUSS 36 
PERSONNEL MATTERS.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   Charlie and Michele were included. 37 
 38 
ANDREA MORGANTE MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY CATHERINE MCMAINS, TO CLOSE THE 39 
EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 7:25 PM.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.    40 
 41 
MOTION BY ANDREA, SECONDED BY ED THAT THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE RECOGNIZE EMPLOYEE 42 
ACHIEVEMENT AND AUTHORIZES THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO SPEND UP TO 100% OF THE FY14 43 
SALARY BUDGET AS DETERMINED BY THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR FOR STAFF AND AS DETERMINED BY 44 
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 45 
 46 
MOTION BY ED SECONDED BY MARC THAT THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AUTHORIZES THE 47 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO SPEND UP TO 101% OF THE FY13 COMBINED SALARY AND BENEFITS 48 
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BUDGET WHICH MAY REDUCE OUR REVENUE OVER EXPENSES DOWN TO ABOUT $40,000.  MOTION 1 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 2 

 3 
11.  CATHERINE MCMAINS MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY ANDREA MORGANTE, TO ADJOURN THE 4 

MEETING AT 7:31 PM. 5 
 6 
Respectfully submitted, 7 
Bernadette Ferenc 8 


