
 

 

Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission 1 
Executive Committee 2 

Meeting Minutes 3 
 4 

Date:  Wednesday, October 2, 2013 5 
Time:  6:45 p.m. 6 
Place:  CCRPC offices; 110 W. Canal Street, Suite 202; Winooski, VT  05404 7 
Present: Louis Mossey, III, Chair   Andy Montroll, Vice-Chair 8 
  Debra Kobus, Secretary-Treasurer Andrea Morgante, At-Large 9 
  Marc Landry, Imm. Past Chair  Justin Dextradeur, Chair Growth Center Comm. 10 
  Charlie Baker, Executive Director Michele Boomhower, Asst./MPO Director 11 
  Forest Cohen, Business Manager Regina Mahony, Senior Planner 12 
  Bernie Ferenc, Transportation Business Manager 13 
 14 
The meeting was called to order at 5:45 p.m. by the chair. 15 
 16 
1. Changes to the agenda.  There were none. 17 

 18 
2. Approval of September 18, 2013 Executive Committee Minutes.  MARC LANDRY MADE A MOTION 19 

TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 18, 2013 AS PRESENTED.  DEBRA KOBUS SECONDED AND 20 
THE MOTION CARRIED WITH AN ABSTENTION FROM LOU MOSSEY. 21 

 22 
3. Revised Act 250 & Section 248 Policy.  Regina Mahony noted that the document was in the meeting 23 

packet with tracked changes.  The Executive Committee had discussed this a couple of months ago 24 
and staff took their recommendations to the PAC.  We’re hoping to get beyond our Interim policy.  25 
Basically we are going to focus our review on transportation, planning areas and other areas of 26 
expertise.  Those revisions come up in three places in the policy.  Charlie said there was a note 27 
about what happens when we don’t have time to have an Executive Committee meeting – We’ll 28 
add a second paragraph on page 2 that would provide for staff to draft and submit a letter to the 29 
DEC, if no objections from the Executive Committee, and the Executive Committee will take action 30 
at its next meeting.  Andrea feels we should try to avoid this and it seems to be happening more 31 
frequently.  Regina noted that the applications come in sporadically.  Andrea suggested we bring 32 
this up to the Natural Resources Board so that we have time to have the EC act.  Discussion ensued 33 
about how to rectify this.  Even though we get all applications, we only review the ones that go to 34 
hearing.  Lou suggested that to the best of our ability we’ll move on these at a warned meeting and 35 
if we have to act on this via email we’ll take action at our next meeting.  Charlie feels as long as we 36 
give the EC an opportunity to weigh in.  We’ll delete the paragraph on Page 2 right above CCRPC 37 
Actions.  ANDY MONTROLL MADE A MOTION TO RECOMMEND THIS POLICY TO THE BOARD WITH 38 
THE CHANGES WE DISCUSSED.  DEBRA KOBUS SECONDED AND THE MOTION CARRIED 39 
UNANIMOUSLY. 40 

 41 
4. Act 250 and Sec. 248 applications.   42 

a.   Snyder Taft Corners (4C887-1R-F).    Although a letter was included in the meeting packet, Regina 43 
distributed a revised letter, which members reviewed.  The application is by Snyder Taft Corners, LLC 44 
for Phase 3A and 4A Finney Crossing in Williston.  The request is construction consisting of Seymour 45 
Street, a segment of Holland Lane and residential buildings M1 (aka phase 3A and will contain 57 46 
residential units) and M4 (aka Phase 4A and will contain 55 residential units) as well as associated 47 
drives, parking and utilities; construction of Zephyr Road from Williston Road to the Hamlet (thereby 48 
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providing an ingress/egress point on Route 2, in addition to the existing one on Route 2A); and an 1 
Extension of the Findings of Fact dated December 16, 2009 for an additional five year period.  A 2 
hearing is scheduled for October 18, 2013 at 8:30 a.m.  MARC LANDRY MADE A MOTION, SECONDED 3 
BY DEBRA KOBUS, TO APPROVE THE AMENDED LETTER.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 4 
 5 

5.  Staffing Update.   Charlie noted that we have hired a new land use planner, Lee Krohn, who spent 6 
the last 24 years in Manchester, VT.  He starts right after Columbus Day.  He will work with Regina to 7 
work on regional and town plans.  As he reported earlier, Andrea Grayson is moving on so we’ll have 8 
a new Communication Manager, Emma Long, starting Monday, October 7th.  Andy will work with 9 
Emma for a transition period.   10 
 11 
Michele noted that in the past week she’s heard from both Justin Rabidoux of South Burlington and 12 
Bryan Osborne of Colchester who complimented our staff and the direction the CCRPC is going with 13 
hands-on help to municipalities.   14 
 15 
Milton’s alternate has resigned from their planning commission as well as from our board, so they’ll 16 
be appointing a new alternate. 17 
 18 
We celebrated Peter Keating’s 25th anniversary at the CCRPC at the TAC meeting yesterday. 19 
 20 

6.  Health Insurance Benefits for 2014. Forest Cohen noted that we’ve discussed this and have decided 21 
to continue to provide health insurance and that we have to go into the exchange.   We have agreed 22 
we’ll provide a monthly block amount of $1,400/family; $1,000/two-person; and $500/single.  That 23 
is based on the benefit employees receive now.  It would be enough to get the “gold” plan without 24 
having to have a payroll deduction.   If an employee chooses a lower tier plan, the balance would go 25 
into an H.S.A. if in a high-deductible plan.  If not in a high deductible plan, you can put the funds into 26 
an Flexible Savings Account (F.S.A.) , which can be used for medical costs, and dependent care costs.  27 
The flip side is that if you don’t use it in a year you lose it.  We will outsource the administration of 28 
F.S.A. and education as we don’t have the expertise.  Marc agreed that we should have a third party 29 
to help employees make these decisions.  Stefanie Pigeon will come in at the end of October for an 30 
education session for employees to learn about this.  In November staff will go onto the state 31 
website to sign up for the plan they choose.  The employer will purchase the plan but the employee 32 
will pick out the one that works best for them.  Any additional premiums would be pre-tax dollars.  33 
The opt-out will still be available at 35% of savings to RPC.  Forest noted that the next time we get 34 
together, there will be some changes to the personnel manual to reflect the new insurance. 35 
 36 

7. Board Ad Hoc Committee Updates. 37 
a. Shoreland Buffer Committee.   Charlie said the committee met last week and came up with 10 38 

recommendations.  They want to meet again near the end of October.  There was a diversity of 39 
opinions.  Marc was happy with the outcome after a lot of back and forth to come up with these 40 
recommendations.  They all agreed to the fact that shoreland protection was a good thing.  41 
Andrea thought the bill had to do with water quality, but also wildlife habitat.  It’s important to 42 
recognize that these are two separate issues.  Those species that live on that edge are important 43 
to the health of the lake.  Charlie said the committee agreed that we need water quality to 44 
preserve the habitats.  Andrea thinks we really need to mention that.  Marc feels if we do 45 
shoreland buffer and water quality we’ll get habitat protection.  The statewide Lake Shoreland 46 



CCRPC Executive Committee   October 2, 2013 
Meeting Minutes  3 
 

 

Protection Commission had a public forum last week and there is another in Burlington 1 
tomorrow evening. 2 

b. Growth Center Committee.  Justin Dextradeur, committee chair, asked Executive Committee 3 
members for feedback on the committee’s recommendations.  Charlie said we are hoping to 4 
make recommendations to the board at its October meeting.  We’ll have a pre-meeting briefing 5 
on this issue as suggested.  Andy Montroll said Burlington is starting to look at form-based codes 6 
and in their downtown  there will be significant growth both retail and residential, but when you 7 
look at criteria for regional impact, five units can be a major development.  The policy decision 8 
has been made to have those developments in downtown.  The committee’s suggestion is that 9 
you ask the questions once when you make the designations rather than in each 10-unit project.  10 
You can take out the Act 250 layer if you’ve gone through the designation process leaving the 11 
decision on each project to the local level rather than Act 250.  You’re dealing with that when 12 
you make a case for a designation.  All agreed that the regional planning commissions should get 13 
involved.  Andrea feels one issue is transportation in those communities where state highways 14 
run through and the communities want Main Street vs. moving traffic. Discussion continued.  15 
Charlie said the idea is to have the state agencies work together to look at the designation 16 
process and agree to look at each on the front end and be sure they agree and can feed into 17 
municipal permitting.  Justin said that as a developer he would rather show what they have on 18 
the ground and then deal with underground stuff after the fact.  When you’ve got a designation, 19 
you do the big picture stuff up front and do specifics at the local level, rather than designation, 20 
local review and Act 250.  Andrea feels that in the designation process needs to focus on making 21 
sure a growth center is in the right location and what you’re doing to control the outside area.  22 
Justin feels that the designation of growth center has to provide that protection for the rest of 23 
the community.  Lengthy discussion continued.  Andrea feels that as a regional organization we 24 
need to focus on all the growth center designations.  Charlie said the committee recommends 25 
that the RPC’s be involved and have a say since we really know the areas of our regions.  Justin 26 
said the overarching issue is there hasn’t been a meeting of the minds of the smart growth 27 
advocates and the natural resources.  Another idea is that in addition to regulatory incentives, 28 
there be a rural fee in lieu of Act 250 so that it balances the development.  Put in an incentive to 29 
get Act 250 out of growth centers and just have local permitting cover it.  Marc said growth 30 
centers have to have attractions that appeal to people for their life styles.  Discussion continued.  31 
MARC LANDRY MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY ANDY MONTROLL, TO BRING THESE 32 
RECOMMENDAITONS FORWARD TO THE BOARD.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  Justin 33 
would like some feedback to help to word this better.   34 
 35 

8. Chair/Executive/MPO Directors’ Reports.   36 
- Lease renewal.  Michele and Charlie met with Redstone and discussed lease terms.  Redstone is 37 

proposing a 10% reduction in price per square foot.  They will look into the HVAC system to help 38 
decrease the noise level.   39 

- Now that we’re getting electric vehicles, Redstone will work with us to install a Level II charging 40 
station for electric vehicles and will also install a Level I station.  Marc Landry suggested decals 41 
for the vehicles to make sure people know we’re out there. 42 

-     Michele noted that we had Dr. Steven Smith here from Carnegie Mellon University to discuss 43 
Adaptive Signal Controls.  The research they’re doing in Pittsburgh is on a second by second 44 
system refresh.  Cities of Burlington and South Burlington are interested in work with this 45 
program.  We have earmark funds left from the exit to the Sheraton (approx.. $1M).  Once the 46 
Staples Lane project is done and we know how much of the earmark is left, we can use the 47 
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money for the adaptive signal control at Kennedy Drive, Dorset Street and potentially downtown 1 
Burlington related to Exit 14.  Carnegie Mellon is interested in working with us and this will be a 2 
year-long planning phase before any implementation.  This will help us to manage traffic with 3 
much lower cost than widening lanes, etc.  With the earmark funds we should be able to make 4 
an impact. 5 

-     Charlie said the regional plan review from Brandy and ACCS is asking us to do a schedule for 6 
having revisions to the plan on areas we received “Ds” and “Fs” on.  Regina and Charlie will work 7 
on this for the December 4th meeting. 8 

-    Charlie said given a December 4th board meeting (in lieu of November and December meetings) 9 
we would like to schedule another Executive Committee meeting for November 20th.  Members 10 
agreed. 11 

 12 
9.    Agenda Review for October 16th Board Meeting. Members reviewed the proposed agenda. 13 
 14 
10.  Other Business – there was no other business. 15 
 16 
11.  Executive Session, if needed.  None needed. 17 
 18 
12.  Adjournment.  ANDY MONTROLL MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY ANDREA MORGANTE, TO 19 
ADJOURN AT 7: 16 P.M.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 20 
 21 
Respectfully submitted, 22 
 23 
Bernadette Ferenc 24 


