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Meeting Notes – July 14, 2015 
 

Present:  Chair Al Barber, Hinesburg VFD; Carolyn Carlson, CVAA, Meghan Kennedy, DEMHS,   
Mike Collins, IBM, Bob Henneberger, CERT/RACES, Kathi Walbridge, CERT/RACES, Andy 
Squires, Richmond Rescue, Andy Johnson and Bill Veren, Enpro, Noreen Karcher, VT 211, 
David Attig, Vermont Gas; also CCRPC senior planner Lee Krohn, AICP.  
 
There were no changes to the agenda, nor any comments on the May 12 meeting notes (there 
was no meeting in June). 
 
Jay Parent, Safety and Public Information Officer for NG Advantage of Milton, gave a 
presentation about NG’s business model of being a mobile fuel source (“pipeline on wheels”)  for 
commercial/industrial operations, offering businesses a 20-40% cost savings per year compared 
with fuel oil. The business has existed only since 2012. His presentation covered a wide array of 
technical details about how gas is transferred from the distribution pipeline to trucks to use at 
customers’ locations, as well as details about risks, safety, 24/7 monitoring, training offered to 
local fire departments, and emergency response. 
 
Vermont Hazardous Materials Chief Chris Herrick offered his perspectives on how new guidelines 
had to be created for this new business model, and how cooperative this business has been 
every step of the way. Different states have created different rules, which eventually should be 
standardized across the board. To date, there have been no serious incidents at either refueling 
stations nor with on the road transport of these compressed natural gas tanks. 
 
Tess Gauthier, Project Manager, Vermont Department of Public Safety gave a presentation about 
the concept and progress to date of a project called FirstNet. This is intended to be a dedicated 
broadband network serving the emergency response/first responder community, especially in 
time of need, when the regular commercial networks may be overburdened or nonfunctional. 
Design, features, and support systems are still in process. This is the last unmet recommendation 
of the 9/11 Commission. Stay tuned for updates. 
 
LEPC Chair Al Barber described a project to start next federal fiscal year, a ‘commodity flow’ 
study seeking to gain greater clarity on the flow and transport of hazardous materials throughout 
Vermont. Our LEPC will be the lead/fiscal agent for this project. A question arose, which Lee will 
investigate, whether other regional planning commissions like CCRPC use summer interns for 
traffic studies, and whether these interns might also be able to help with this project while they 
are out there on the roads. Key thoughts also offered:  these traffic studies do not cover the 
Interstates; and that many truckers travel at night, and would be missed in any daytime studies. 
Also noted was the possibility of double counting some vehicles, depending upon timing, 
observation points, and travel routes. 
 
Various updates and reports were offered by several members at the table. There will be no 
meeting in August; next meeting will be on Tuesday, September 8, at 0900 hours. With no other 
business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:30 A.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Lee Krohn, AICP. 


