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Meeting Notes – September 8, 2015 
 

Present:  Maya Jarrad; Patrick Mager, St. Michael’s College; Jack Conry and John Berino, UVM 
Medical Center; Ed Green, US Coast Guard; Mike Collins, Global Foundries; Andy Squires, 
Richmond Rescue; Ben Rose, DEMHS; Kathi Walbridge, CERT; Chris Davis, Town of Charlotte 
Fire Chief/EMD; Bob Henneberger, CERT/RACES; Kate Hammond and Janet Wiatrowski, VT 
Dept. of Health; David Attig, Vermont Gas; Jonathan Shute, New England Central, et al 
Railroads; also CCRPC senior planner Lee Krohn, AICP.  
 
There were no changes to the agenda, nor any comments on the July meeting notes (there was 
no meeting in August). 
 
Jack Conry, Security Director at UVM Medical Center, gave a presentation on how they conduct a 
risk/vulnerability assessment. They consider a wide array of possible technological-, natural-, 
human-, and security-related events that could occur, and compare them on a matrix rating 
probability of occurrence, risk to the institution and its staff, patients, and operations, as well as 
their preparedness for each potential event. Together, these create a method of scoring and 
assessment, in order to understand relative risks and work toward greater preparedness.  
 
Christopher Davis, Town of Charlotte Fire Chief and Emergency Management Director, gave a 
presentation on current issues and concerns regarding rail transport and storage of hazardous 
materials, with particular emphasis on volatile Bakken crude. Trains transporting this which have 
had accidents have led to widespread damage and numerous deaths, and towns and the state 
are unprepared for emergency response to this magnitude of incident. This is particularly relevant 
now, in that the state is in process of updating its statewide rail plan, and to date, there is little 
emphasis on safety and emergency preparedness. Considerable discussion ensued. The Town 
of Charlotte (and likely Shelburne) will be submitting comments and concerns to the state; the 
deadline was extended to September 15. These issues are also relevant in the updates to the 
countywide and individual municipality All Hazard Mitigation Plans that are just now underway. All 
of this is complicated by federal law, which in many respects pre empts any local or state 
jurisdiction, or ability to access information about what is traveling by rail, how frequently, in what 
quantities, and when transport or storage may occur. 
 
Various updates and reports were offered, along with a financial report. Ben Rose was introduced 
as the new representative from VT Dept of Emergency Management and Homeland Security, and 
he gave a brief update on current events. Training schedules and other informational materials 
were distributed to everyone in advance of the meeting. The next meeting will be on Tuesday, 
October 13, at 0900 hours. With no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:30 A.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Lee Krohn, AICP. 


