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Agenda 

ÁProject Issues and Needs 

ÁRoadway Alternatives 

ÁIntersection Alternatives 

ÁDiscussion 
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North Williston Road ģ WENTS Network 
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Project Context  
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Local Concerns-Intersection  

Á High speeds on Route 117 make turns from North Williston Road very 

difficult. 

Á Traffic backs up North Williston Road, sometimes to the railroad 

tracks. 

Á Visibility  from North Williston is often blocked by the adjacent car.  

Á Sometimes there are stopped cars on Route 117 trying to turn left onto 

North Williston Road. 

Á If  you are trying to turn left onto Route 117, it is difficult to tell if  

eastbound traffic is going to turn right onto North Williston or go 

straight through.  

Á Some eastbound cars try to pass a slower car turning right onto North 

Williston Rd. 
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Local Concerns-Road 

ÁThe flood-related closures are a great inconvenience. 

ÁNorth Williston Road is narrow and winding, and not designed 

for the amount of  traffic using the road. 

ÁBicycle traffic on North Williston Road is poorly 

accommodated by the narrow shoulders. 

ÁLocal farmers need to drive wide agricultural equipment, 

which is challenging with the narrow width of  North Williston 

Road.  

ÁThe railroad crossing is deteriorated and rough, which is 

especially an issue for bicyclists.  
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Project Issues 

Safety Operational 
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Á Drivers attempt to cross road 

during flood events and get 

stranded, requiring town forces 

to rescue 

Á Few crossings of the Winooski 

River are especially a problem 

during emergencies 

Á Town forces must clean and 

repair road after flooding 

before re-opening 

Á Traffic congestion worsens at 

Five Corners during closures 
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Á High crash location, with 

frequent crashes due to poor 

visibility of oncoming traffic 

Á Long intersection delays 

encourage risky maneuvers  

Á High speeds on Route 117 

Å Long queues and delays on 

North Williston Road during 

peak traffic hours 
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Project Design Goals 

ÁAddress intersection safety and congestion 

ÁImprove flood resiliency  

ÅLess frequent road closures 

ÅBetter notification of  closures and improved gates 

ÅEasier and quicker clean up and reopening of  road 

ÁAvoid any negative impacts to local agriculture 

ÁAvoid impacts to the floodplain or increases in 

flood elevation 

8 



ROADWAY  
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Roadway Flooding 

ÁOccurs typically 2-3 times per year, during 

spring or winter ice jams. 

ÁTowns of  Williston and Essex close flood gates 

and put signs alerting drivers to closure. 

ÁCost to town of  Essex to clean and repair road 

is about $3,000 per event on average. 

ÁSafety concerns due to drivers attempting to 

pass through gates during flooding. 
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April 2011  
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May 2011 
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