North Williston Road Scoping Study
Town of Essex

Bo Alternatives Review Meeting
E'Klngl§ September 4, 2013



http://www.ccrpcvt.org/

Agenda

A Project Issues and Needs
A Roadway Alternatives

A Intersection Alternatives
A Discussion
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| ocal Concernslintersection

A\ High speedson Route 117 make turns from North Williston Road ve
difficult.

\ Traffic backs up North WillistonRoad, sometimes tioe railroad
tracks.

\ Visibility from North Williston iften blocked by the adjacent car.
A\ Sometimes there a®pped cars on Route 117ying to turn left onto
North Williston Road.

A If you are trying to turn left onto Route 117, diffécult to tell if
eastbound traffic is goingtton right onto North Willistoror go
straight through.

A\ Someeastbound cars try to pasa slower car turning right onto Nort
Williston Rd




| ocal ConcernsRoad

A Theflood-related closuresare a great inconvenience.

A North Williston Road isarrow and winding and not designed
for the amount of traffic using the road.

A Bicycle traffic on North Williston Road is poorly
accommodated by tharrow shoulders

A Localfarmers need to drivéide agricultural equipment
which is challenging with the narrow width of North Williston
Road.

A Therailroad crossingis deteriorated and rough, which is
especially an issue for bicyclists.
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Intersection

Project Issues

Safety Operational

Drivers attempt to cross road A Town forces must clean and
during flood events and get repair road after flooding
stranded, requiring town forces before re-opening

to rescue A Traffic congestion worsens at

Few crossings of the Winooski Five Corners during closures
River are especially a problem
during emergencies

High crash location, with A Long queues and delays on
frequent crashes due to poor North Williston Road during
visibility of oncoming traffic peak traffic hours

Long intersection delays

encourage risky maneuvers

High speeds on Route 117



Project Design Goals

A Address intersection safety and congestion

A Improve flood resiliency
A Less frequent road closures
A Better notification of closures and improved gates
A Easier and quicker clean up and reopening of roa

A Avoid any negative impacts to local agriculture

A Avoid impactso the floodplain or increases in
flood elevation
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Roadway Flooding

A Occurs typically-2 times per year, during
spring or winter ice jams.

A Towns of Williston and Essex close flood gate
and put signs alerting drivers to closure.

A Cost to town of Essex to clean and repair roa
IS about $3,0Q8er event omaverage.

A Safety concerns due to drivers attempting to
pass through gates during flooding.
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