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T
            ilton contains a variety of natural, recreational and historic areas to explore. Larger 
              recreational areas provided by the tow

n include the M
ilton Tow

n Forest and Eagle 
M

ountain N
atural A

rea, w
hich has excellent view

s of Lake C
ham

plain and N
ew

 York’s 
A

dirondack M
ountains. There are several locations that offer the public access to Lake 

C
ham

plain and the Lam
oille R

iver, notably Sand B
ar State Park and W

ildlife M
anagem

ent A
rea, 

and the Low
er Lam

oille R
iver W

ildlife M
anagem

ent A
rea and several “Fishing A

ccess A
reas” 

m
aintained by the V

erm
ont D

epartm
ent of Fish &

 W
ildlife w

here you can fish or launch a boat.

The historic village area on M
ain Street just south of A

rrow
head M

ountain Lake w
as the form

er 
central business district throughout m

ost of M
ilton’s history. A

 sm
all riverfront park, perfect for 

a fam
ily picnic, the Lam

oille R
iver W

alk Trail and the M
ilton H

istorical M
useum

 on School 
Street are also located in this area.

M
           ith the extensive shoreline of M

alletts B
ay its defining feature, C

olchester offers a 
             w

ealth of opportunities for w
ater activities. C

olchester is also w
ell-know

n as the 
central link in the Island Line Trail, a bikepath connecting the Lake C

ham
plain Islands to the 

north and B
urlington to the south. The tow

n hosts several natural areas and N
iquette B

ay 
State Park, perfect for exploring the outdoors. 

You can learn about history at a restored one-room
, Log Schoolhouse at A

irport Park and 
at the V

erm
ont V

eteran’s M
ilitia M

useum
 on R

oute 15. A
lso, on R

oute 15 is the Fort Ethan 
A

llen N
ational H

istoric D
istrict, w

hich served as a m
ilitary base from

 1893 to 1962 and St. 
M

ichael’s C
ollege w

hich hosts several m
usic and theatre events throughout the year.

W

M
ilto

n
 

C
o

lch
ester

         ssex Junction is w
ell know

n for the C
ham

plain V
alley Exposition w

hich hosts num
erous 

         show
s and concerts year round including V

erm
ont’s largest sum

m
er fair w

hich takes 
place around Labor D

ay. The village is hom
e to the M

aple Street Park Pool, w
hich includes 

a w
aterslide and w

ading pool. A
 stroll through the village allow

s the visitor to see num
erous 

buildings reflective of different architectural periods such as Federal, Italianate, G
reek and 

C
olonial R

evival.

Essex Junction has a rich history reflective of V
erm

ont as a w
hole. Som

e of the State’s first 
m

ill and hydropow
er dam

s w
ere built here. The village has served as a passenger rail stop 

continuously since 1849, and continues to be an im
portant part of passenger and freight rail 

transportation for the State.

E
            inooski’s history as a m

ajor m
ill city is im

m
ediately evident to the visitor. O

pen 
             year-round, tw

o sm
all m

useum
s at the C

ham
plain M

ill interpret the rich industrial 
and im

m
igrant history of the W

inooski Falls M
ill N

ational H
istoric D

istrict. In 2005, the city 
com

pleted an aw
ard-w

inning redevelopm
ent project including the R

iverw
alk boardw

alk 
along the banks of the roaring river and other pedestrian im

provem
ents w

hich facilitate a 
leisurely exploration of the city and its charm

s.

N
ature is also easily accessible through a stroll along the W

inooski N
ature trail, a hike in the 

G
ilbrook N

atural A
rea or paddling or fishing in the W

inooski R
iver below

 the dam
.

W

Essex Ju
n

ctio
n

 
W

in
o

o
ski

         now
n as the “Q

ueen C
ity”, B

urlington offers the B
yw

ay’s w
idest range of activities 

           and things to learn for the traveler. Frequently cited as one of A
m

erica’s “m
ost livable” 

cities, it has a vibrant m
ix of recreational, cultural, historical and natural assets topped off 

w
ith spectacular view

s of Lake C
ham

plain and the A
dirondacks. EC

H
O

 Lake A
quarium

 
and Science C

enter, the Ethan A
llen H

om
estead, the Intervale C

enter and the Flem
ing and 

Perkins m
useum

s are great resources to gain a full understanding of the area’s unique history 
and resources. A

 w
alk through dow

ntow
n and its neighborhoods (m

any are designated on the 
N

ational R
egister of H

istoric D
istricts) gives the visitor a perspective on the city’s developm

ent 
from

 its early days as com
m

ercial port city to its current, m
ulti-faceted nature today.

The city has several public beaches and parks w
here you can cool off in the calm

 w
aters 

of Lake C
ham

plain. O
r you can cycle or w

alk the B
urlington B

ike Path w
hich connects the 

entire shoreline and links the city w
ith paths in C

olchester and South B
urlington.

K
          lthough in m

any respects South B
urlington looks like a typical, m

odern A
m

erican
           com

m
unity, it has m

any unique natural places to explore. R
ed R

ocks Park, a 100-acre 
parcel on Lake C

ham
plain, has 2.5 m

iles of foot trails, a picnic area, and public beach. A
lso 

of interest are the park’s 300 species of w
ildflow

ers, outstanding fern and lichen grow
th, and 

m
any varieties of sm

all w
ildlife and birds. The park includes scenic overlooks and is used 

year-round for hiking, running, snow
shoeing and cross-country skiing.  

 The D
orset Park N

atural A
rea is also a great place to explore pristine habitat. This area 

includes foot trails, grasslands, forest, w
etlands, and transitional brush land. The C

ity’s 
R

ecreation Path N
etw

ork offers nearly 20 m
iles of paved, off-road path and is a great w

ay to 
get around on foot or bike. O

ther N
atural A

reas include C
entennial W

oods and East W
oods 

ow
ned by the U

niversity of V
erm

ont. D
on’t m

iss O
verlook Park to take in a beautiful view

 of 
the Lake and the A

dirondack m
ountains.

A       helburne is blessed w
ith an abundance of natural and historical resources—

w
hich 

        together m
ake for an incom

parably engaging and educational experience for the visitor. 
Tw

o m
ajor sites are Shelburne Farm

s, a 1,400-acre environm
ental education center, w

orking 
farm

 and H
istoric Landm

ark and Shelburne M
useum

, a w
orld-class art and m

ade-objects 
m

useum
. B

oth offer an opportunity to understand early A
m

erican rural history and culture 
and the agricultural econom

y w
ith w

hich it w
as deeply intertw

ined. Shelburne’s village 
center is a N

ational R
egister H

istoric D
istrict w

ith num
erous intact buildings.

Shelburne B
ay is a great starting point for your exploration of the natural environm

ent. H
ere 

you can head off to navigate Lake C
ham

plain or the LaPlatte R
iver, or hike the trails of B

ay 
Park, the Ti H

aul R
oad, or The N

ature C
onservancy’s N

atural A
rea. Just south of the village is 

the Tow
n’s LaPlatte N

ature Park w
hile to the east is Shelburne Pond w

hich offers both w
ater 

recreation and foot trails.

S
       ituated in the fertile C

ham
plain V

alley w
ith a series of hills and ridges, C

harlotte hosts
        a large netw

ork of w
orking farm

s and forests, reflecting its agricultural heritage. Several 
conserved lands provide scenic landscapes and opportunities to enjoy nature w

hile the 
tow

n’s quiet country roads are great for biking. The Tow
n B

each is a great place to relax and 
enjoy a view

 of the Lake and the A
dirondack M

ountains. The tow
n also hosts the C

harlotte 
to Essex, N

Y
 ferry w

hich operates daily year-round and M
t. Philo State Park w

hich affords 
excellent view

s of the entire Lake C
ham

plain B
yw

ay region.
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          his m
ap w

as produced by the C
hittenden

           C
ounty R

egional Planning C
om

m
ission on

           behalf of the Lake C
ham

plain B
yw

ay and funded 
in part by the Federal H

ighw
ay A

dm
inistration. The 

Lake C
ham

plain B
yw

ay seeks to undertake and support 
projects that balance the prom

otion, preservation, 
enjoym

ent and stew
ardship of the B

yw
ay’s intrinsic 

resources (see w
w

w
.lakecham

plainbyw
ay.com

). For m
ore 

inform
ation on the N

ational Scenic B
yw

ays program
, 

please visit w
w

w
.byw

ays.org.
Photo by Paul O

. B
oisvert, C

ourtesy of Local M
otion
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