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1.0   INTRODUCTION  

1.1  |   BACKGROUND 

This Scoping Study carries forward several potential sidewalk alignments identified previously 

through the Town planning process ð either by recommendations from previous studies, or where 

proposed developments will likely necessitate connections to the existing village sidewalk (or trail) 

system. 

This Scoping Study, when complete, will explore in detail several potential sidewalk alignment 

alternatives, identify environmental and cultural resource impacts, and develops detailed cost 

estimates. The Scoping Study concludes with the identification of a preferred package of 

alternatives selected by the Hinesburg Selectboard.  

This Scoping Study started in May 2014, with public local concerns meeting held in July.  

1.2  |   STUDY AREA 

The project study areas (Figure 1) have been designated to include several areas where future 

sidewalks are desirable. They include a short segment of Mechanicsville Road where there is a gap 

in the existing sidewalk network of about 350 feet (Area 1), the area between Farmall Drive, 

Charlotte Road and VT116, including the former Stella Cheese Plant and Stella Road (Area 2), 

and a segment of VT116 from the Community Elementary School to Buck Hill Road (Area 3). 

FIGURE 1: PROJECT STUDY AREAS 

 

1.3  |   PROJECT OVERSIGHT 

This project is being conducted under the oversight of the following entities: 
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¶ Hinesburg Planning and Zoning 

¶ Hinesburg Department of Public Works 

¶ VTrans District 5 

¶ VTrans Bicycle/Pedestrian Planning Program 

¶ CCRPC Transportation Planning 

1.4  |   STAKEHOLDER & PUBLIC OUTREACH 

Public involvement was integrated into several aspects of the work plan including public notice, 

village committee reviews, information management, and public meetings. 

Á Public Notice: The July 14, 2014 Local Concerns Meeting was noticed in the Hinesburg 

Record. 

Á Information M anagement: Information management included a website with 

background information, meeting notes, public meeting documents (agendas, meeting 

notes, link to meeting videos), and a final report. The project website can be found at: 

http://www.hinesburg.org/planning.html. 

Á Public Meeting and Committee Reviews: A public meeting was held on July 14, 2014. 

This meeting was held in conjunction with a regular Village Steering Committee Meeting. 

Additional detail, including meeting minutes and meeting notices are available in Appendix 

A. 

1.5  |   PREVIOUS STUDIES 

Several relevant studies and or projects provide valuable background to the study areas. 

Á The Hinesburg Official Map1 - The official map is intended to identify areas and 

locations of future infrastructure improvements necessary to accommodate planned future 

growth.  This planning tool includes roads, sidewalks, parks and other community 

facilities. It is particularly relevant to each of this studyõs project areas, indicating the 

approximate sidewalk connections, as shown in Figure x. 

                                                      
1 Effective May 25, 2009 
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FIGURE 2. EXCERPT FROM OFFICIAL MAP 

 

 

Á The 2014 VT116 Corridor Plan ð This update to the 2004 Corridor Plan refines the vision 

for growth and necessary infrastructure along VT116. In particular, the expressed goal for 

connectivity, complete streets and a walkable community are primarily relevant to this 

scoping study. Environmental health through stormwater management is also a notable 

future outcome. Expected growth will make these issues more acute, and the outcome of 

this study even more relevant in the future. 

 

Á The 2014 VT116  Safe Routes to School Sidewalk Project2 - Construction of this new 

sidewalk project will complete an important connection from the Community School west 

to Silver Street and continue north to Charlotte Rd., thus nearly connecting Project Area 2 

to Project Area 3. 

                                                      
2 STP SRIN (24) - STP EH 08(19) 
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2.0   EXISTING CONDITIONS 

2.1  |   FUNCTION, ALIGNMENT & TOPOGRAPHY 

Project study areas 1 & 2 are shown in more detail in Figure 3 below.  Project area photos are 

provided in Appendix G. Project Area 1 involves the Mechanicsville Road segment shown (a local 

Class 2 road), and any area impacted on the adjacent commercial property to the east.  Project 

Area 2 involves a commercial property formerly know as the Saputo Cheese Plant (the Cheese 

Plant), now owned by Redstone Development. Sidewalk connections from the Farmall Drive 

subdivision to the north, through an area formerly used for wastewater treatment, and along Stella 

drive to Charlotte Road (a local Class 2 road).  This area is private property for the most part, with 

some public rights for access and utilities at the southern end along Stella Drive. Project Area 3, 

shown in Figure 4, involves the VT116 right of way from the school property to Buck Hill Road, 

as well as possible impacts to adjacent properties. VT116 is classified as a minor arterial, and is 

State owned, maintained and controlled in this area. 

FIGURE 3: PROJECT STUDY AREAS 1 & 2 
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FIGURE 4. PROJECT STUDY AREA 3 

 

2.2  |   BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN FACILITIES 

The existing sidewalk network within and adjacent to the study area is shown in Figure 5.  

FIGURE 5. EXISTING SIDEWALK NETWORK 
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2.3  |   DRAINAGE/HYDRAULICS 

Area 1 involves two significant drainage features shown in Figure 6; a manmade canal on the 

north side of Mechanicsville Road, flowing west, and a large collection swale on the south side 

which leads to a crossing culvert at the end of Village Heights Rd. 

FIGURE 6. RECEIVING WATERWAYS IN PROJECT AREA 1 

 

  


















































