
VT 15 Athens Drive to VT 289 
Scoping Study

Public Meeting 
December 11, 2017
Essex, Vermont

https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/DPW


Tonight’s Purpose
• Introduce PAC and review project area
• Review project development process
• Review existing conditions research
• Gather feedback on issues, concerns, 

ideas - open public discussion
• Discuss next steps 



Introductions : Project Advisory Committee 

• Essex Jct. Village  Staff
• Robin Pierce, Rick Jones

• Essex Town Staff
• Dennis Lutz, Darren Schibler

• CCRPC
• Christine Forde, Marshall Distel 
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PAC Roles and Responsibilities
• Attend and participate in PAC meetings
• Review and comment on distributed 

materials
• Provide guidance, insight, and feedback 

throughout
• Update representing entities on study 

progress
• Indicate preferences for improvements
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Project Background and Area

Project Area
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3500 feet or 2/3 mile
Transitions from Village to more rural. 
Missing link for pedestrian/bike connection.



Project Background and Area

Study Focus: Bicycles and Pedestrians
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3500 feet or 2/3 mile
Transitions from Village to more rural. 
Missing link for pedestrian/bike connection.



Typical Project Process

Project 
Definition Funding Engineering Construction



Typical Project Process



Study Tasks and Timeline
• Task 1: Data gathering ,existing conditions analysis; 

October-November
• Task 2: Local concerns public meeting; December
• Task 3: Alternatives development, PAC meeting  

workshop; January – February
• Task 4: Alternative evaluation, draft scoping report, 

PAC meeting ; March
• Task 5: Alternative presentation, final report; April -

May



Pearl St. Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities
• Shared Use Path/ Sidewalks
• Marked and Signed Bike Lanes

• GMT Bus Route
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Pearl Street - Class I Town highway



VT Route 15 Existing Conditions
• Speed limit 40
• 10800 AADT
• Constructed 1934

• ROW width – 66 ft.(typ.)
• Limited environmental resources
• Aerial utilities on north side/VGS southside
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Constructed in 1934
Roadway width 28 ft
Ledge out croppings
Planned development is 17 single family homes and 14 carriage homes





VT Route 15 Existing Conditions
• Indian Brook Crossing – 12X6 Concrete Box
• Wetlands Class 2
• Shoulders and ROW widen for VT 289 approach
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Indian Brook Impaired stream




VT Route 15 Existing Conditions
• 8 foot shoulders
• Signalized Intersections
• Commercial and residential destinations to east
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Planned barn expansion is art studio, bakery, and retail 
Connect to bridge sidewalk and shared use paths beyond.



Public Input and Solutions
What are the most important conditions, concerns, issues 

or solutions?
• Safety
• Pedestrian operations
• Bicycle travel

• Congestion
• Transit operations
• Land use changes
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I often walk and/or ride my bike from Athens Drive up RT 15 to I289.  I do this to shop and make caregiving visits to my parents.  My vision is not good enough for a driver's license. 
Each time I make this trip I feel like I'm taking my life in my hands.    Yes, there is a long way around, but it take almost 3 times longer one way, and my schedule doesn't allow that.  And, sometimes my parents need me sooner then later. There is also church on Sundays, and the occasional dentist/doctor appointment to get to.  In addition, I enjoy walks and bike rides, often going between the town and the village down this corridor.  In my mind it the number 1 project that would do the most to improve pedestrian and bicycle safety and connections between the Village and the town.  I'm sure it would also result in a positive business and social benefit for our communities.   I currently view this corridor as the big divide.    




Next Steps and Public Meeting

• Develop ideas/solutions to address concerns
• Review with PAC members
• Conduct public meeting to seek input on 

alternatives – April/ June.



Thank you!
Contact information

Christine Forde, CCPRC:
cforde@ccprcvt.org

Greg Edwards, Stantec: 
greg.edwards@stantec.com

Project Website: https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-
work/transportation/current-projects/scoping/vt15-sidewalk-path-
scoping-athens-drive-to-vt289/

mailto:cforde@ccprcvt.org
mailto:greg.edwards@stantec.com
https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/transportation/current-projects/scoping/vt15-sidewalk-path-scoping-athens-drive-to-vt289/
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