
Request for Qualifications – Appraisal Services 
Town of Westford – VCDP Planning Grant 
RFQ Questions and Answers 

May 18, 2021 

 
1. Q. Do you have any maps or surveys of the property including aerial maps of the site? 

 
A. There are several maps of the property included in several of the reports pertaining to the 
property located on the CCRPC website. See Appendix A of the Phase I ESA (page 20) and page 
11 of the Archeological Resources Assessment for a few map examples. The property can also be 
viewed via the Westford Map Viewer.  
 
A survey of the property will be developed by a surveyor in late summer 2020.   

 
2. Q. Is it vacant land right now or are there improvements on it?  If it is improved, what are the 

improvements?   
 

A. The land is home to an historic single-family home and a large garage.  Neither structure is 
occupied at present.  The improvements on site are summarized on the Individual Property 
Survey Form.  

 
3. Q. Is the current or proposed septic capacity of the property known?  Is it certain the municipal 

system will be developed? 
 
A. According to the Phase II ESA, “the buildings are served by a private dug supply well and at 
least one septic system. The configuration and location of the septic system is not known.” 
 
The Town of Westford and parties working on the redevelopment of the 1705 VT Route 128 
property are assuming that municipal wastewater service to the property will be available by 
2024. A Preliminary Engineering Report (PER) for the wastewater system has been completed 
(Step I). Funding for Final Design and Permitting (Step II) looks to be imminent and should be 
available in the summer of  2021.  The Town hopes that funds for Construction (Step III) will be 
available by July 1, 2022 based on anticipated Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) 
funding and the availability of money from the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) for wastewater 
system construction and other sources.   

 
4. Does anyone have an idea of the remediation cost of the petroleum contamination?  It's not 

likely anyone would buy the property without knowing how much clean up will cost. 
 
A. The source of the petroleum contamination, an underground storage tank, has already been 
removed from the site.  The cost of remediating the remaining petroleum contamination on the 
site has not yet been estimated.  Brownfield consultant LE Environmental will develop this 
estimate within the next few months.  LE Environmental, CCRPC, and the VT Agency of Natural 
Resources are in conversations with the property owner’s insurer about the insurance 
company’s ability to pay for remediation of the remaining petroleum contamination.  
 

https://www.ccrpcvt.org/resources/rfprfqgrants/
https://www.ccrpcvt.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Westford-Phase-I-ESA-Report-Revised-09.23.19.pdf
https://www.ccrpcvt.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Westford-1705-Route-128-Pigeon-Property-Archaeological-Resources-Assessment-UVM-CAP-report-1313.pdf
https://map.ccrpcvt.org/westfordmapviewer/
https://www.ccrpcvt.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Westford-Pigeon-Property-VARI-Form.pdf
https://www.ccrpcvt.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Westford-Pigeon-Property-VARI-Form.pdf


In addition, there has been no cost estimate developed for remediation of the PAHs in the soils 
on-site because that remediation is dependent upon the development of a site plan for the 
property and a Corrective Action Plan (CAP).  
 

5. Q. I assume you are looking for the market value of the site "as is" based upon its highest and 
best use, and not what you are planning to do with it?  Can I assume that a current market value 
opinion of the existing property is being requested and that the intended use of the appraisal is 
for negotiation/acquisition purposes? 

 
A. According to the Vermont Community Development Program (VCDP) Program Guide, “the 
appraisal must be conducted on the property “as is” and may not be affected by any enhanced 
or decreased value to the property which may result from VCDP funding.” So yes, the appraisal 
shall be of the property “as is” and based upon the property’s highest and best use.  
 
The appraisal will be used for negotiation/acquisition purposes. 

 
6. Q. When would you like the appraisal to be completed? 

 

A.  The appraisal shall be completed by June 30, 2022. 

 

The property owner and the Town hope to hire an appraisal firm that can be flexible about 

timing.  The appraisal cannot happen too early because of the rules of potential funders of 

property acquisition (VCDP and the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board (VHCB)) that 

require that “appraisals must be conducted within six (6) months of the execution of the Option 

Agreement, Purchase and Sales Agreement or other document committing to a purchase.” 

 
7. Q. Is the maximum appraisal fee you can do $5,000? 

 
A. Yes, the maximum appraisal fee is $5,000. This project is grant funded and the budget is 
firmly set. 

 
 

https://accd.vermont.gov/sites/accdnew/files/documents/CD-VCDP-Program-Guide.pdf

