
Clean Water Service Provider (CWSP)

Dan Albrecht, Chittenden County RPC

staff lead for CWSP for

Northern Lake Champlain Drainages 
Basin (Basin 5)

December 7, 2021



Overview

• Regulatory Origins

• Act 76: Clean Water Service Delivery Act

• Phosphorus load reduction targets

• Role of Clean Water Service Provider 

• Formation of Basin Water Quality Council

• Note: A word of thanks to Dean Pierce of 
Northwest RPC for the template for this 
presentation and to VT-DEC for content



Northern Lake Champlain (Basin 5)

Source: VT-DEC



Regulatory origins

Source: VT-DEC



TMDL = Total Maximum Daily Load

2016: EPA 
establishes 
TMDL for 
phosphorus 
for 12 
Vermont 
segments of 
Lake 
Champlain



ACT 76 OF 2019

• Insert good stuff here



focus on non-regulatory phosphorus (P) load

• Provides assurance to meet non-regulatory, P load 
reduction targets

– Floodplain reconnection, wetlands restoration, 
forestland best management practices and 
forested riparian buffer restoration

• Establishes interim P reduction targets 

– Disperses funds for Lake Champlain and Lake 
Memphramagog basins

– Based on standard cost per unit per P reduced



Projected annual load reductions (DEC): Draft



First year targets (DEC): Preliminary



CWSP Funding Levels (DEC): Preliminary



Cost of phosphorus (P) load reduction varies



Chittenden County RPC as CWSP for Basin 5

• Insert good stuff here



CWSP start-up tasks: Phase I

• Develop a website/webpage
• Set up a grant/contract tracking system and 

grant reporting systems
• Set up a project tracking system
• Ensure legal and accounting requirements 

Draft required CWSP policies
• Participate in Act 76 Advisory Group
• Manage startup grant Invoices, etc.



CWSP start-up tasks: Phase II

• Establish and empanel the BASIN WATER 
QUALITY COUNCIL (BWQC)

• BWQC capacity development and training
• Develop/adopt BWQC Meeting Rules / 

Policies
• BWQC member attendance at applicable 

meetings and trainings
• Conduct RFQs, procurement for select 

services



Basin Water Quality Council (9 members)

• 2 persons representing natural resource 
conservation districts (NRCD) in that basin

• 2 persons representing regional planning 
commissions (RPC) in that basin

• 2 persons representing local watershed protection 
organizations operating in that basin;

• 2 persons representing municipalities within the 
basin; and

• 1 representative from an applicable local or 
statewide land conservation organization (LCO).



BWQC: Responsibilities

• A) The purpose of a BWQC is to establish policy and make 
decisions for the CWSP regarding the most significant 
water quality impairments that exist in the basin and 
prioritizing the clean water projects that will address 
those impairments based on the basin plan. 

• (b) When prioritizing clean water projects and prioritizing 
the most significant water quality impairments in the 
basin, the BWQC shall consult with the basin plan and 
CWSP and utilize the Agency’s project selection 
protocols. 

• (c) The BWQC shall participate in the basin planning 
process established in 10 V.S.A. § 1253(d).



Selection of BWQC members
• Decision Process

NRCDs collectively decide which two districts serve

Watershed organizations decide collectively which two orgs. 
serve
Note: If no agreement, then CWSP shall select from eligible 
persons.

Land conservation organizations collectively decide 1 org to 
serve, in consultation with CWSP.

Municipal Representatives: CWSP solicits nominations from 
municipalities and identifies/announces representatives.

RPCs in Basin collectively decide which two RPCs serve.



Selection of BWQC: next steps by CWSP

NRCDs: will organize videoconference call with Winooski 
NRCD, Franklin County NRCD and Grand Isle NRCD in 
consultation with VT Assoc. of Conservation Districts

Watershed organizations: will organize video conference call
of organizations in consultation with Watersheds United VT.

Land conservation organizations: will solicit interest from 
applicable organizations then organize videconference call of 
same

Municipal Representatives: solicit nominations then 
announces representatives in consultation with municipalities

RPCs: Northwest RPC and Chittenden County RPC each 
nominate a representative



Final questions??

Dan Albrecht, CWSP Lead

Clean Water Service Provider: Northern Lake 

Champlain Direct Drainages (Basin 5)

c/o Chittenden County RPC

110 West Canal St., Suite 202 Winooski, 

VT 05404

• 802-861-0133

• dalbrecht@ccrpcvt.org
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