04 CHITTENDEN COuUNTY RPC
Communities Planning Together

Long Range Planning Committee

Tuesday, April 12, 2022
6:00 pm

Remote Access ONLY Meeting via Zoom

Please join the meeting by clicking: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85855909618

For those who would prefer to join by phone or those without a microphone on your computer, please dial in using your
phone. (For supported devices, tap a one-touch number below to join instantly.)
Dial: +1 646 876 9923; Meeting ID: 858 5590 9618
For supported devices, tap a one-touch number join instantly: +16468769923,,85855909618#

Agenda

1. Welcome
2. Approval of March 31, 2022 Minutes* (page 2 of the packet)

3. Review the DRAFT Working Lands, Rural Landscape & Habitat Protection* (page 5 of the packet)

a. Staff overview of this topic and explanation of the organization of the draft document
b. Goal & Key Issues
c. Indicators
d. Strategy & Actions
4. Adjourn

Next Meeting: May 10, 2022 at 6pm

Note — Pg. 2 of the agenda includes links to the existing 2018 ECOS Plan for reference

In accordance with provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, the CCRPC will ensure public meeting sites
are accessible to all people. Requests for free interpretive or translation services, assistive devices, or other requested
accommodations, should be made to Emma Vaughn, CCRPC Title VI Coordinator, at 802-846-4490 ext *21 or
evaughn@ccrpcvt.org, no later than 3 business days prior to the meeting for which services are requested.



mailto:evaughn@ccrpcvt.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85855909618

04 CHITTENDEN COUNTY RPOC
Communities Planning Together

2018 ECOS Plan Resources for the Long Range Planning Committee:

e Summary: 2018 ECOS Plan »
This summary document provides a simplified overview of the ECOS Plan, as well as the three main

sections updated in 2018: energy, economy, and transportation. Please note that this overview does not

reflect the overall content within the Plan, but seeks to summarize some of the main components and
updates.

e 2018 ECOS Plan: Main Document »
This main section includes the vision, goals and collective strategies and actions to address the region’s
concerns, including CCRPC’s top 10 actions for the coming five years.

e Supplement 1: Process »
Process and public engagement.

e Supplement 2: Regional Analysis »
Regional analysis, culminating in a list of 31 high-priority concerns.

e Supplement 3: Regional Plan »
Regional Plan, including a description of the maps, planning areas, Act 250/Section 248 role, and
compatibility with municipal and surrounding regional plans.

e Supplement 4: Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy »

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) including a strengths / weaknesses / opportunities /

threats analysis and project list of the region’s utility and facility needs.
e Supplement 5: Metropolitan Transportation Plan »
Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) including the 2050 scenario, financial plan and the region’s
transportation project list.
e Supplement 6: Energy Analysis, Targets, & Methodology »
Enhanced Energy Planning methodology and data guide.
e The ECOS Scorecard is where we house the indicators.

e Annual Reports
e ECOS online map

In accordance with provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, the CCRPC will ensure public meeting sites

are accessible to all people. Requests for free interpretive or translation services, assistive devices, or other requested
accommodations, should be made to Emma Vaughn, CCRPC Title VI Coordinator, at 802-846-4490 ext *21 or
evaughn@ccrpcvt.org, no later than 3 business days prior to the meeting for which services are requested.
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https://embed.clearimpact.com/Scorecard/Embed/8502
http://www.ecosproject.com/annual-report
https://map.ccrpcvt.org/ChittendenCountyVT/
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CHITTENDEN COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION
LONG RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE - MINUTES

DATE: Tuesday, March 31, 2022

TIME: 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

PLACE: Virtual Meeting via Zoom with link as published on the agenda
Members Present: Staff:
Annie Costandi, CWAC Rep from Essex Melanie Needle, Senior Planner
Dana Hanley, Board Rep from Charlotte Taylor Newton, Senior Planner
Bob Henneberger, TAC Rep Marshall Distel, Senior Transportation Manager
Eric Vorwald, PAC Rep from Winooski Jason Charest, Senior Transportation Engineer
Andy Watts, Williston Rep Eleni Churchill, Transportation Program Manager

Regina Mahony, Planning Program Manager

1. Welcome and Introductions
Regina Mahony welcomed everyone at 7:03pm.

2. Approve February 8, 2022 Minutes
Bob Henneberger made a motion, seconded by Eric Vorwald to approve the February 8, 2022 minutes with the

following amendment: Dana Hanley is not the alternate rep from Charlotte. No further discussion. MOTION
PASSED. Andy Watts abstained.

3. Review the DRAFT Economic Development Section

Regina walked through the draft economic development section that was included in the meeting packet. Regina
explained that CCRPC is working with 3 other regions on the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy
(CEDS). This draft ECOS document reflects a draft version of the CEDS document. The CEDS will be continually
revised through September; any changes will be reflected in the ECOS Plan as well. Regina added that staff wanted
to get this in front of the LRPC for comments early in the drafting of the CEDS document.

Economy Section comments from the LRPC:

e Arts, Culture & Recreation — key issues more on arts & education but not on recreation. Also not
acknowledging transportation related issues.

¢ Education — need a date for the source for the second bullet; clarify the trends in the school enrollment (K-12
bullet under Figure 17); provide a county level comparison for college-going rate if possible; reformat Figure
19 to make “grade” more obvious; drop-out rates — clarify what this is and why it’s important; provide a
county level comparison if possible to highest level of education attained (Figure 21);

e Economy — there was a question about why Colchester has the highest sales tax revenue in the state (thought
was Costco); and which community has the 4™ highest sales tax revenue (Cabot). Taylor explained that there
is also a factor that gets incorporated from manufacturing sales.

e Economy — regarding the wages and income bullet — is it possible to reflect data more recent than 2019?
Taylor and Melanie explained that we could use 5-year 2020 ACS estimate, or 2020 average wage from the
Department of Labor.

e Economy — there was a suggestion to make this statement it’s own bullet and provide municipal by municipal
comparisons as this may not be the case consistently throughout the county: “Income increases have not
necessarily been distributed evenly during this period and there are significant differences in income growth
across occupations.”

e Economy — broadband bullet. There was a discussion about whether it makes the most sense to include this
here or in the infrastructure section. If here it should be reframed to better address it’s impact on the
economy. There was also a suggestion to describe the reality of broadband service (100/20) v. state policy
(100/100).

e Economy — regarding the incubator bullet there was a suggestion to add the Maker Space on Pine St. in
Burlington.
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e Strategy/Action comments:

O
O
O

4. Adjourn

Add broadband to ““attract new workforce”

Reframe child care under attract new workforce to explain how the two are related.

Workforce Development: add refugee workforce training and education. Including professional
opportunities for those coming with professional skills, training and education (i.e. nurses,
doctors, etc.). This could include a specific action to work with those who license these
types of positions.

Discussion about high school tech programs and retain college seniors — are there successful
programs that could be replicated? Taylor indicated that there will be additional focus
groups in the CEDS process to gather further insight.

There was a larger discussion regarding whether the ECOS Plan will include actions that
CCRPC will undertake, or will it include actions that others in the region might do? Regina
stated that the original ECOS Plan included a much broader perspective beyond what only
CCRPC could do. While it is still the intent and hope that ECOS isn’t only owned by
CCRPC; there may be some right sizing that might make sense this time around (like not
having an entire strategy for education). Regina asked the LRPC to keep this in mind as they
review each section, and comment on what they think might make the most sense.

Reframe ‘Remove Zoning Barriers to Housing’ to be clear why this is necessary for
workforce.

There was a suggestion to make ‘Creative Economy and the Arts’ more specific if possible.
Regina added that CCRPC and GBIC will discuss the Industrial Site Locations action and
figure out what’s the situation today and if this should be updated or removed. There was
also a suggestion to look at the Allen, Brooks and Minor inventory for industrial.

The next meeting is set for April 12, 2022. We are planning to discuss the rural landscape: Working Lands; Scenic,
Recreation & Historic. The meeting adjourned at 7:05pm.

Respectfully submitted, Regina Mahony



PLACE: Make public and private investments in the built environment to minimize
environmental impact, maximize financial efficiency, optimize social equity and benefits,
and improve public health. AND Design and maintain a strategically planned and
managed green infrastructure network composed of natural lands, working landscapes,
and open spaces that conserve ecosystem values and functions, and provide associated
benefits to our community.

X. WORKING LANDS & LAND BASED INDUSTRIES

Working Lands Goal: Support the growth and vitality of working farms and
managed forests; and sustainably manage sand and gravel extraction
operations.

Key Issues/Trends/Insights

[Data for this section drawn from Natural Systems Analysis Report; Vermont Agriculture and
Food System Strategic Plan 2021 — 2030; The Action Plan of the VT Working Landscape
Partnership (2012); Vermont Wood Fuel Supply Study — Biomass Energy Resource Center,
2010; Informing Land Use Planning and Forestland Conservation Through Subdivision and
Parcelization Trend Information — Vermont Natural Resources Council, September 2010]

» Working lands and resource extraction industries are critical components of a self-reliant
and diverse economy. Local food production makes the region less vulnerable to market
crises, reduces transportation related expense to import food, and decreases
transportation energy use and pollution.

= Working lands are a significant contributor to our regional and state economy. The forest
and wood products industries economic output is $2.1 billion annually’; and the food

system economic output is $11.3 annually”. These are both statewide figures based on
2017. These figures do not consider the ecological benefits of our forests, and the
tourism economy which relies heavily on our forested and agricultural landscapes.

» The Future Land Use map of this ECOS Plan defines 85% of the Chittenden County
land area as the Rural Planning Area. The intent within the rural planning area is to
minimize parcelization and fragmentation to maintain the vitality of these industries and
ecological systems. Conversely 15% of the land area is defined as “areas planned for
growth” with the intent of concentrating development in these areas, and relieving
development pressures on the rural planning area. The intent of this Plan is to minimize
erosion of working lands in our rural planning area to prevent far-reaching consequences
on Vermont'’s local economies (including tourism).

» The importance of local products and processing cannot be overstated. Markets for
forest products are necessary to ensure that landowners can afford to hold and manage
their forest land (Vermont Forest Resource Plan, page 57). Unfortunately, the Vermont
forest products industry has been in a slow decline which has resulted in dramatic
reductions in wood processing and manufacturing ability within the State (Action Plan of
the Vermont Working Landscape Partnership, page 14).
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Meeting our goal of obtaining 90% of total energy from renewable sources by 2050 may
necessitate an increase in biomass used for advanced wood heating, district heat and
electricity production. However, the 2020 Vermont Comprehensive Energy Plan places
significant emphasis on the importance of carbon storage and sequestration; questioning
the reliance on biomass. The McNeil Generating Station in Burlington is the region’s
largest user of biomass for energy generation. Most of the wood fueling the McNeil
Station in Burlington comes from within 60 miles of the station and is a byproduct of
other forestry operations. At full load, approximately 76 tons of wood chips are
consumed per hour (about 30 cords). This far exceeds Chittenden County’s abilities to
produce biomass. Large amounts of wood will need to continue to be imported from
other parts of Vermont, and neighboring counties in New Hampshire, Massachusetts
and New York.

Farm to Plate has been a success story in Vermont since it formed in 2011 with
significant growth in farm and food sales, jobs, food businesses, and local food
consumptioni. Vermont intends to build on this success and address structural problems
as defined in the Vermont Agriculture and Food System Strategic Plan 2021 — 2030.
These structural problems include “development pressure, generational transfer of farm
assets, changing consumer preferences and markets, income inequality and food
insecurity”.

Since 1987, the number of farms has increased, while the acreage of farmland has
decreased. This trend is continuing as seen in the change in total acres of land in farms
between 2012 and 2017. Land in farms decreased from 73,583 acres to 64,226 acres or
by 12.7% between 2012 and 2017. The average size of a farm also decreased from 125
acres to 110 acres or 12% between 2012 and 2017. (Source: Census of Agriculture
County Profile, 2012 and 2017).

Chittenden County contains two major zones of bedrock geology: Sedimentary Zone —
formed by the deposit of sediment, located predominantly in the lowlands between Lake
Champlain and the uplands on the eastern side of the County; and Metamorphosed
Zone — formed by metamorphic processes located predominantly in the uplands on the
eastern side of the County. No major geologic threats (e.g. major active fault lines,
areas prone to sinkholes or subsidence) or opportunities (e.g. deposits of valuable
minerals) exist in the County.

The extraction of sand, stone and gravel are commercially viable in the County. These
resources play an important role in our land development practices and economy. There
are environmental impacts of these operations, but their benefit to reducing local
construction costs is vital. These resources are finite and need properly manage.
Chittenden County contains 3 sites that primarily produce construction sand and gravel
areas. The County has a total of 10 producing mines (Vermont Geological Survey/U.S.
Geological Survey, 2010-2011 and USGS Mineral Resource Data System, 2015).
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Key Indicators

FIGURE 28 - NUMBER OF FARMS OF DIFFERENT SIZES IN CHITTENDEN COUNTY, 1987 - 2017

Farm Size
1987 to 2017 Change
2012
(Acres) 1987 1997 2007 2017 Number Percent
1,000 or 11
more 7 10 11 6 -1 -14%
12
500 to 999 44 23 25 17 -27 -61%
88
180 to 499 140 123 203 75 65 -46%
180
50to 179 134 137 178 169 -35 26%
223
10to 49 99 123 143 224 -125 126%
73
Under 10 28 40 81 94 -66 236%
587
Total 452 456 641 585 -133 29%

Source: U.S. Agriculture Census

» The average property taxes per acre for farms in Chittenden County increased 23%
percent from 2012 to 2017, from $39.22 to $$48.29. Dollar figures are expressed in
current dollars and have not been adjusted for inflation or deflation. (Source: U.S.
Census of Agriculture, Table 3. Farm Production Expenses)

= As of 2017, the average net cash income in Chittenden County was $18,721 per farm.
This is a 37% increase from 2012. In comparison, Vermont’s average net cash income
was $26,215 per farm. (Source: Census of Agriculture 2017 County and State Profiles)

» The market value of agricultural products sold varies based on crop type and livestock
type. In 2017, Chittenden County ranked number 1 compared to other VT counties for
sales in two categories of crop types: Sales of nursery, greenhouse, floriculture and sod
products amounted to a market value of $7,370,000; and sales of vegetables, melons,
potatoes amounted to $5,041,000 (Source: Census of Agriculture 2017 County Profile")

= Between 2011 and 2019, 1.27 acres of agricultural and natural resource land was lost
annually to development per new Resident (Source: MRLC NLCD EVA Tool, U.S.
Census Population 2011-2019)

Additional indicators can be found on the ECOS Scorecard.

Indicators Location
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Total Number of Farms Scorecard

Number of Forested Acres Enrolled in the Current Use Scorecard

Program
Number of Agricultural Acres enrolled in the Current Use Scorecard

Program
Acres Devoted to Crops Scorecard

X. SCENIC, RECREATIONAL, AND HISTORIC RESOURCES

Scenic and Recreational Resources Goal: Conserve, protect and improve
valued scenic, recreational, and historic resources and opportunities.

Key Issues/Trends/Insights
[Data for this section drawn from Natural Systems Analysis Report]

Chittenden County is rooted in its scenic, recreational, and historic resources. These
provide residents a place to relax, play, gather, and learn about nature, conservation,
and our heritage. They also provide important ecological functions including wildlife
habitat, and water and air quality protection. These are supplemented by indoor and
outdoor recreation facilities. In addition to the many recreational opportunities
associated with Lake Champlain (swimming, boating, fishing, etc.), an extensive system
of shared-use paths, on-road bike lanes, and off-road trails connect the County’s
recreational facilities and areas (this data can be found under the Natural Systems
section of the online map located here: http://maps.ccrpcvt.org/ChittendenCountyVT/).
In addition, municipalities are planning for new facilities and improvements to existing
facilities to expand access and opportunities for recreation. Bicycle and pedestrian
infrastructure has been modestly, but steadily, increasing each year (between 2011 and
2018, 26 miles were added).
Scenic resources represent an important element of the region’s landscape and
contribute directly to sense of place, quality of life and economic vitality through to
and by attracting new residents and businesses.
Historic resources include buildings, structures, landscapes, and archeological sites,
both on land and under water. There are over 4,400 designated historic sites in
Chittenden County and over 80 designated historic districts (this data can be found
under the Natural Systems section of the online map located here:

).
The recreational value of our water bodies (swimming, fishing, boating, etc.) is critically
dependent on water quality. E-coli and algal blooms lead to beach closures, while
invasive species threaten our native fish populations. Events and encroachments such
as these are exacerbated by the effects of climate change.
As we work toward encouraging future development in areas planned for growth to
maintain VT’s historic settlement pattern of villages and urban centers, surrounded by
rural countryside, access to valued scenic, recreation and historic resources should also
be maintained and improved for all residents and visitors. In addition, accessible design
standards should be incorporated into recreation facility projects.
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= Eight of the County’s municipalities (Milton, Colchester, Essex Junction, Winooski,

Burlington, South Burlington, Shelburne and Charlotte) are member communities of the

Lake Champlain Byway, a State-designated Scenic Byway that extends from Alburg in

the Champlain Islands through Chittenden County on U.S. 7 and south into several

towns in Addison County. Since 2002 these communities have secured competitive

grants from the National Scenic Byway Program to improve the visitor experience by

implementing projects such as wayfinding signage, interpretive panels, brochures,

kiosks, and other amenities. In particular, the Byway focuses on improving interpretation

and information about municipal and non-profit intrinsic resource sites such as parks,

town forests, natural areas, trails and smaller museums.

= There is low compatibility between municipal plan recommendations for natural and

scenic resources and the implementation of those recommendations through zoning

bylaws and subdivision regulation. Further, there are often contradictory goals within

municipal plans regarding natural and scenic preservation and new infrastructure for

energy generation and transmission. Reconciliation of these is necessary to meet

community visions and bring predictability to the development process.

Key Indicators

» 57,436 acres or 17% of Chittenden County’s land area is available for
recreation in the form of town & state parks, athletic fields, and publicly
accessible natural areas. Note: 24% of the County is conserved (which includes
private land as well). Source: CCRPC

» 66% of the Chittenden County population resides within 1/2 mile of parks or publicly
accessible natural areas in urban areas and 1 mile in rural areas. (Source: Park, Open Space:
CCRPC, Population, U.S. Census (2010))

Additional Indicators can be found on the ECOS Scorecard.

Indicator Location

Scorecard
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STRATEGY

4. INCREASE INVESTMENT IN AND DECREASE SUBDIVISION OF
WORKING LANDS AND SIGNIFICANT HABITATS, AND SUPPORT
LOCAL FOOD SYSTEMS.

1. Habitat Preservation - Protect forest blocks, wildlife connectivity resources and crossings,
surface waters, riparian areas and other significant habitats (e.g. wetlands) from
development and fragmentation; and promote vegetative landscaping in urban areas to
maintain natural habitats, natural storm water management, water quality, air quality,
carbon sequestration and cultural heritage. This work should focus on the broader concept
of the pattern of forest cover versus focusing on core forest areas because forest blocks in
Chittenden County are getting smaller and more isolated from other forest blocks, as well as
surface water and riparian areas. Leaving isolated islands of habitat contributes to losses in
biodiversity.

a. Inventory — Map 10 provides a starting point for regionally important forest blocks and
wildlife habitat and is the basis for this Plan’s compliance with Act 171 of 2016 (Forest
Integrity). The map includes Vermont Conservation Design’s highest priority and priority
resources defined as two scales: Landscape Scale (aka forest blocks and connectivity
resources) and Species and Community Scale (aka rare, threatened and endangered
species and other specific habitat sites). This data and the component layers are located
on the State’s BioFinder website. Over the coming years CCRPC will work with
municipalities to be compliant with this new statutory requirement, by:

i. assisting with on the ground surveys and inventories of forest blocks,
wildlife crossings, natural communities (i.e. special features within the
forest blocks and surface water and riparian areas), and other significant
habitats (e.g. wetlands), scenic resources and locations of invasive species
and map this information.

ii. Prioritize these resources based on ecological information, connectivity and
local information. For example, a landscape scale forest block may be more
important than another if it contains multiple community species within it.
Or a portion of a forest block may be more important than another if it is
planned for growth. For example, the Forests, Wildlife & Communities:
Science to Action project was done in the Towns of Richmond, Bolton,
Jericho, and Huntington, by Vermont Natural Resources Council,
Arrowwood Environmental, Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department, VT
Forests, Parks & Recreation Department, and CCRPC. Hinesburg has also
done some great work in this area. Also, the VT Agency of Transportation’s
BioFinder and Planning: A Key Step Towards Protecting Forest and Wildlife
Resources are helpful resources for this work.

iii. incorporate this data into municipal and regional plan text and maps and
establish specific policies that address and protect these resources. This
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data can be added to a natural features map, and the highest priority
resources can be added to the future land use map as an area to be
protected in the future.

iv. Aggregate these locally important forest blocks, wildlife habitat and
associated resources into a regionally significant map so that we can see
these resources across municipal boundaries and work together to protect
them.

b. Resource Protection Audit — Identify what resources are being protected and to what
standard. Map this information based on tiers of resources based on scale (i.e. small
scale rare species locations and wetlands versus landscape scale forest blocks) and
protection standards. Small scale resources may require higher standards, where
landscape scale resources may accommodate some development and require less
protective standards to maintain functions and values.

¢. Municipal Development Review Regulations - Develop clear definitions of the resources
to be protected and establish standards to describe how to protect these resources
within zoning and subdivision regulations.

d. Education - Educate engineers, developers, real estate professionals, planners and the
public regarding resources and methods for restoration and protection.

e. Non-regulatory Protection - Support non-regulatory conservation and/or preservation
through public and land trust investments. Establish invasive plant removal
management plans, implement the plans and include long-term monitoring.

f. To protect significant habitats, development should be located to avoid state and local
known constraints that have been field verified, and to minimize impacts to state and
local possible constraints that have been field verified.

e State and Local Known Constraints, as protected by municipalities and
State agencies, are shown on Map 9 and include the following: State -
significant natural communities and rare threatened and endangered
species, vernal pools (unconfirmed and confirmed), and Class 1 and Class
2 Wetlands, Local Known Constraints: see constraint tables under the
description of Map 9 in Supplement 3.

e Possible State and Local Constraints, as protected by municipalities and
State agencies, are shown on Map 9 and include the following: Protected
Lands (state lands in fee simple ownership and privately conserved land),
deer wintering areas, the Agency of Natural Resources Vermont
Conservation Design Highest Priority Forest Blocks, Local Possible
Constraints: see constraint tables under the description of Map 9 in
Supplement 3.

2. Working Lands Implementation — To preserve the soul of Vermont, as well as move forward
into the future with resiliency, Vermont needs to protect the farmland and forestland we
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have and support existing and new operations (including, but not limited to, un-intensive

urban and suburban home gardens and mini-homesteads). ..

a.

Support implementation of the Farm to Plate Investment Program to achieve the
following outcomes by 2030: 1. Increase sustainable economic development and
create jobs in Vermont’s food and farm sector; 2. Improve soils, water, and
resiliency of the working landscape in the face of climate change. 3. Improve access
to healthy local foods for all Vermonters.

Support implementation of the VT Working Landscape Partnership Action Plan.
Municipal Development Review Regulations - Develop clear definitions of working
lands to be protected and establish zoning and subdivision standards to describe
how to protect these areas from development so that they may be retained and
accessible as “working” lands. Maintain access and scale of working lands to ensure
viability after subdivision in the rural landscape (including but not limited to
protection of log landings of previously logged forested parcels, zoning techniques
such as fixed area ratio zoning to separate lot size from density, conservation zoning
and homeowners association bylaws that allow for farming on the open space lots,
etc.); while promoting urban agriculture in areas planned for growth. While farming
is generally exempt from municipal zoning, some structures such as farm houses,
processing facilities, the generation of energy for on-farm use, and on-farm retail
and related enterprises may be regulated. The economic viability of farm
enterprises can often depend on these facilities so municipal regulation should not
impede reasonable farm related improvements.

Infrastructure & Systems — support establishment of food processing industries,
value-added product markets, workforce training, etc. to help support the viability
of these industries.

Biomass Energy Potential — support the continued sustainable harvesting of biomass
in Chittenden County for uses including wood heating and electricity production,
which will support the viability of the forestry industry and move the region towards
the energy goals discussed in Strategy 2.

Support non-regulatory conservation and/or preservation through public and land
trust investments (including but not limited to municipal land conservation funds).
Work with farmers and the Farm to Plate Initiative to balance this plan’s goals of a
strong local food system and increased production of renewable energy.

To preserve working lands, development should be located to avoid state and local

known constraints that have been field-verified, and to minimize impacts to state
and local possible constraints that have been field-verified.

i. Possible State or Local Constraints, as protected by municipalities and State
agencies, are shown on Map 9 and include the following: Agricultural soils
and Act 250 agricultural soil mitigation areas, and local constraints listed in
the constraint tables under the description of Map 9 in Supplement 4.
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3. Earth Resources Extraction - Mineral extraction and processing facilities, including smaller
private extraction operations existing to support agricultural operations, should be planned,
constructed, and managed, in conjunction with State and local regulations, to:

a. Not place an excessive or uneconomic burden on local and state highways and
bridges — including but not limited to a burden to the function and safety of existing
roads and bridges serving the project site, strain from heavy loads on roadbeds and
bridges, conflicts with pedestrians or bicyclists and increased heavy traffic in dense
residential areas; and

b. Minimize any adverse effects on water quality, fish and wildlife habitats, and
adjacent land uses; and

c. Plan for their eventual rehabilitation so that slopes are stable, and the surface is
revegetated with a variety of native species to support a wide range of biodiversity.
To that end, topsoil should not be removed from sites and excavations should stop
early enough so that stable slopes can be established on the property; and

d. Extraction sites should be screened to the extent practical if topography and
vegetation allow.

"Farm to Plate 2019 Annual Report. https://www.vtfarmtoplate.com/assets/resource/files/VT-Farm-to-Plate-
Annual-Report-2019_Interactive.pdf

i Forest & Wood Products Industries’ Economic Contributions: Vermont May 2020. Prepared by Public
Sector Consultants (Lansing, Michigan) for Vermont Department of Forests, Parks, and Recreation

i \Vermont Agriculture and Food System Strategic Plan 2021 — 2030
Vhttps://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Online_Resources/County_Profiles/Vermont/cp50007.
pdf
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