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Disclaimer

- The Richmond Walk, Bike, and Trails Plan is a
long-term vision for how the town envisions its
interconnected bicycle and pedestrian network
in the future.

- The maps in the Richmond Walk, Bike, and
Trails Plan are conceptual and for planning
purposes only. Unless explicitly stated, the lines
in the maps in the plan are recommendations
for future paths, not actual designs for paths or
trails. Do not use the maps in the plan as a paths
or trails map.

- The Town of Richmond is committed to
collaborative relationships with landowners
and will not proceed with any conceptual
trail projects without express support and
permission from private property owners.

- This plan is a precursor to any discussions
about whether the Town is interested in
investigating into building a new sidewalk or
path. Typically, in order for the Town to build
a new section of a sidewalk or a path, the
following process is required:

(1) public meetings to decide on whether to
look into building out a path or trail,

(2) a feasibility analysis and design process
that includes conversations with property
owners and the community at-large,

(3) additional discussions with the
community on whether to build out a path
or trail based on the need and the cost

among other factors, and (4) an engineering
process that will also include conversations
with the community at-large to make sure
the path or sidewalk meets their needs. All
in all, building a new sidewalk or path takes
years.

-As of this writing, other than the new sidewalks
along Bridge Street and East Main Street, and
Jericho Road, the Town has not had discussion
about building any new trails, paths or sidewalks
as depicted on these maps in the draft plan.

These recommendations on the following pages
are an early draft. This draft version is out for
public review in order to ensure that this plan is
representative of the Town'’s visions of improving
bicycle and pedestrian connections throughout
town, and tp ensure these connections are safe
and accessible for all.
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buy a season’s pass to the ski hill, or just

to get out and ride or hike with friends.

The rich network of public lands is more
accessible than ever before, bringing every
home in Richmond much closer to safe and
comfortable walking and bicycling facilities.
No longer just the realm of athletes, walking
and bicycling from home to the Village
center is a way of life for many who are
fortunate enough to call Richmond Home.
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This map at right illustrates this vision of
a complete walking and biking network 3 By
throughout the Town of Richmond. %
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Intersection Recommendations
Implement Scoping Study
Lighting and Saftey Improvements

®  Study and Reconfigure Intersection
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*Recommendations from phase 1 report

Roadway Recommendations

Project Name

Short Term Recommendations

Long Term Recommendations

Project Name

Short Term Recommendations

Long Term Recommendations

Bridge Street
Improvements*

Implement Recommendations from Bridge
Street Scoping Study

https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/
transportation/current-projects/corridors-
circulation/bridge-street-complete-streets-

corridor-study/

Pursue intersection improvements at
Main & Bridge Street

Add curb extensions with truck aprons to
tighten corner radii, create more landing
area, and reduce crossing exposure at
SE, NE, and NW

Shorten curb cuts at gas station on the
corner

Hinesburg Road

(E/W Corridor)

Narrow Travel Lanes to establish climbing
Bike Lane and Descending Shared Road
Markings

Widen the road to include a full 5 foot
climbing bike lane along the whole
corridor, and two 10.5-11 foot travel lanes,
where possible.

Hinesburg Road

(N/S Corridor)

Narrow Travel Lanes to establish climbing
Bike Lane and Descending Shared Road
Markings

Widen the road to include a full 5 foot
climbing bike lane along the whole
corridor, and two 10.5-11 foot travel lanes,
where possible.

Bridge Street
Bridge
Improvements*

Explore feasibility of widening to
accommodate biking and walking

Increase visibility of shared roadway
signage

Install Advisory Bike Lanes as Feasible

Develop bridge upgrades or
replacements that provide space for all
road users.

10" multi-use pathways are envisioned for
both sides of a future bridge

Huntington Road

Narrow Travel Lanes to establish climbing
Bike Lane and Descending Shared Road
Markings

Widen the road to include a full 5 foot
climbing bike lane along the whole
corridor, and two 11-12 foot travel lanes,
where possible.

Cochran Road

V1, V2, V3)

Study feasibility of active transportation
improvements across roadway

Install traffic calming elements such as
speed tables and chicanes at key pedestrian
crossing points to reduce driver speed along
corridor and improve comfort for vulnerable
road users. Many components could be
tested as seasonal quick builds prior to
investing in permanent infrastructure

Develop a safe and contiguous corridor.
that prioritizes active transportation.on
or by this roadway.

V1 - Sidewalk at western end, link to
improved and widened natural surface
trails throughout corridor

V2 - Develop a continuous sidepath from
Bridge Street to approximately Route 2

Jerichio Road*

Install Mirrors at Blind Turns, Reduce 45mph
and 35mph speed limits to 25mph, Install
Advisory Bike Lanes as feasible

This road is subject of a current scoping
study. Insert Future Link Here.

Reduce travel lanes to 10" and extend
planned sidewalk on west side.

Gravel Roads*

Install signage to draw attention to presence
of pedestrians and bicyclists in roadway

Install wayfinding signage directing to
adjacent recreational trail opportunities

Reduce speed limits

Same as-Short Term

East Hill Road

Narrow Travel Lanes to establish climbing
Bike Lane and Descending Shared Road
Markings

Widen the road to include a full 5 foot
climbing bike lane along the whole
corridor

Governor Peck
Road*

Install marked crosswalks, pedestrian
crossing signs, and bicycle conflict markings
at all crossings (River Road, Lower Cir,
Summer St) to draw attention to pedestrians
and bicyclists.

Reduce speed limit to 30mph

Install Advisory Bike Lanes as feasible

Install.sidepath on north side of roadway.

Hidden Pines
Circle*

Traffic Calming Measures as Needed

Same as Short Term

Reute 2* Roadway expansions should focus on An 8-10" wide sidepath would provide safe
establishing 5 foot minimum paved multimodal travel along this corridor.
shoulders along all portions of Route 2 / Numerous physical constraints would
Main Street to allow for the bare minimum need to be addressed, by alternating
of functional safe travel by bicyclists and the pathway from northern to southern
pedestrians along this corridor. sides, converting the sidepath to widened

shoulders, and narrowing vehicular travel
This project is currently subject of a lane widths where required.
Gateway Scoping Study. Insert Link here
when available.

Route 117* Install “share the road” signs and bike/ped Evaluate feasibility of two alternatives for
warning signs at key activity areas, such as | a shared use path or sidepath
crossings
Reduce Speed Limit to 35mph
Pursue scoping study to evaluate and
prepare for long term recommendations in
VTrans ROW

Southview Install crosswalks at all intersections Install a sidewalk on one side

Drive* Tighten corner radii at all intersections

with paint and posts
Evaluate feasibility of roundabouts at key
intersections

Western Explore feasibility of creating a shared Widen or cantilever out to accommodate

Winooski space, such as advisory shoulders biking and walking

Bridge*

Coordinate with current bridge project



https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/transportation/current-projects/corridors-circulation/bridge-street-complete-streets-corridor-study/

https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/transportation/current-projects/corridors-circulation/bridge-street-complete-streets-corridor-study/

https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/transportation/current-projects/corridors-circulation/bridge-street-complete-streets-corridor-study/

https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/transportation/current-projects/corridors-circulation/bridge-street-complete-streets-corridor-study/

https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/transportation/current-projects/scoping/richmond-village-sidewalks-scoping-study/
https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/transportation/current-projects/scoping/richmond-village-sidewalks-scoping-study/
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Trail Recommendations

Intersection Recommendations

Project Name

Recommendations

Project Name

Short Term Recommendations

Long Term Recommendations

Andrews Community
Forest Trails*

Continue working with community members on the development of
trails as allowed in the Town Forest Management Plan and Conservation
Easement.

Johnnie Brook Trail
Extension

Develop a broad, graveled shared use path linking Johnnie Brook Trail
with Fays Corner to provide an alternative route to Hinesburg Road

Pursue open dialog with landowners regarding opportunity for Johnnie
Brook Trail extension

Old Jericho Road Trail*

Add wayfinding signage

Bridge Street at
Main/Route 2*

Implement Recommendations from
Bridge Street Scoping Study

Pursue additional intersection improvements at Main &
Bridge Street

Add curb extensions with truck aprons to tighten corner
radii, create more landing area, and reduce crossing
exposure at SE, NE, and NW

Shorten curb cuts at gas station on the corner

Palmer Road Class |V
Road

Pending outcome of litigation, preserve corridor for rugged connectivity
to Huntington/Hinesburg. Note that corridor, due to existing topography,
does not merit significant improvements, and will be a steep, rocky and
eroded class 4 roadway - for which Vermont is (in)famous.

Preston Forest Western

Access Trail

Develop access point from western edge of Preston Forest. This could be
developed through a link to the public land at Huntington Road, or closing
a short gap through private property to Grandview Dr.

Fays Corner

Study potential of improvements

to create a safer and more visible
intersection. Further study is
needed to evaluate opportunities and
constraints related to:

- 2 way stop design
- 4 way stop design

Update intersection design to improve safety for all road
users, extend sight lines, create safe school bus drop-
off/pickup, and reduce through traffic speeds.

Sip of Sunshine Trail *

Slated for expansion, connecting to Andrews Community Forest,

Volunteers Green Trail
Extension *

Lengthen trail for a recreational loop, following Winooski River northwest

to Park & Ride - 3 Alternatives

Alternative 1a: Verburg Rd to W Main St > Park & Ride

Alternative 1b: Verburg Rd > Park & Ride (following approximate path of
[-89 offramp)

Alternative 2: Follow river up to River View Cemetery > cross railroad to
W Main St

Governor Peck
Road @ River Road

/ Routedi7*

Install “don’t block the box /
intersection” markings

Install sufficient lighting for
pedestrians and bicyclists

Evaluate feasibility of installing a
Rectangular Reflective Flashing
Beacon (RRFB) at the intersection

West Village Connector

Trail*

Obtain easements and formalize connections on western ends of
Esplanade, Church St, Railroad St, and Borden St and mark public right-
of-way for walking loops (connect the western end of Esplanade to W
Main St)

*recommendations from phase 1 report




Bridge Street Recommendations

Implement Completed Scoping Study : RAILROAD Sy
Recommendations N
The Richmond Bridge Street Complete Streets _BORDEN

Corridor Study provides recommendations Sip=—

and preliminary plans for improvements at the
Bridge / Cochran / Hinesburg Road intersection,
as well as for Bridge Street between Main

and Railroad Streets. These developed
recommendations should become the first of

a series of improvements to better bicycle and
pedestrian access across this crucial corridor
linking the southern side of Town with the Village
Center.
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Bridge Street Bridge

The Bridge Street bridge (Vermont Bridge #31)
was built in 1928. The road deck was completely
replaced and beams below the deck refurbished/
reinforced in 2009. As this structure approaches
100 years, its condition is reasonable for its age,
but the superstructure has identified issues that e el —gm,
will require ongoing maintenance.** o 3 R o
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At a future date when significant repairs to

the bridge are needed, this plan envisions
such repairs coinciding with widening and
development of dual direction 10 foot bike/

ped pathways along the bridge’s edges that
can safely accommodate simultaneous bicycle,
pedestrian, and automotive traffic.

LEVEL LANDING

REMOVE PAVEMENT, TOPSOIL AND SEED. REM:
FOR UNDER ITEM 203.28, "EXCAVATION OF

RELOCATE HYDRANT

Bridge Street Corridor

North and South of the Bridge Street bridge, Recommendations

this plan envisions extending the Bridge Street Basemap £, Scoped Intersection
Corridor Study recommendations along the VT Protected Lands "eys® mprovements
whole of the corridor. A climbing bike lane in the —+— Rail Lines Scoped Roadway

Improvements
mmEEm Bike Lane + Sharrows

northbound direction links to a future shared use

path across the bridge. The southbound travel

lanes would receive shared roadway markings, 8 .’957,?/?
and the existing sidewalk would be improved and 7))
pedestrian crossing distances reduced. '

**information courtesy of VTrans Bridge Inspection Reports -

Designated Village Center
COGHRP‘N . == Town Boundaries

Shared Use Pathway
Richmond Trails

----- Sidewalk Improvement

Witk e e Sidewalk (existing)



https://www.ccrpcvt.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Bridge-Street-Complete-Street-Corridor-Study-Scope-2020-10-26.pdf
https://www.ccrpcvt.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Bridge-Street-Complete-Street-Corridor-Study-Scope-2020-10-26.pdf
http://apps.vtrans.vermont.gov/vtransparency/viewreport.aspx?rpt=RecordID&RecordID=213&type=structuresS
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Cochran Road Cochran Road Segments Cochran Short Term Improvements - Shared o
. All alternatives are divided by segments marked Roadway and Traffic Calmin Traffic Calming & Pedestrian Crossing
Recommendations b ¢ tional d traitlinK acway and Tratfic ~a'ming -
y current recreational uses and trait linkages This alternative is envisioned as ‘roadway
_ along the roadway. acupuncture.’ The Preston Forest entrance,
This tovyn roadway connects_to_ numerous Cochran’s Ski Area entrance, Recreational
recreational resources, andis in constant use by Segment 1: Bridge Street to Preston Forest Parking access areas and others would
travelers on foot, bicycle, and automobile. Segment 2: Preston Forest to Cochran's be site of traffic calming and pedestrian
_ _ Segment 3: Cochran’s to Greystone Drive crossing improvements in the roadway. These
Three potential solutions are recommended Segment 4: Greystone Drive to Dugway improvements would install raised pedestrian
here. F_urther_ study would be ngeded to detail crossings and/or a series of speed humps or
potentlal project costs and enwror_rmental chicanes in conjunction with pedestrian crossing
impacts for each of these alternatives. improvements to emphasize the use of Cochran
Road as shared road space. The intention of this
These three concepts are ordered from least design would be to offer a low-cost opportunity
FO most complex, and can Pe seenasa phased to improve the safety of pedestrian crossings
improvement approach to improving safety and along the roadway and reduce motorized traffic

comfort along Cochran Road for all road users. speeds.
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Cochran Long Term Alternative 1- Sidewalk Proposed Sidewalk
and Natural Surface Trail Shared Roadway Improvements
This alternative envisions a neighborhood W yime
sidewalk linking Bridge Street to the Preston Existing Trails
Forest trailhead and St. Mary’s Cemetery. From
this point, users would be routed to existing
trails to the north linked by shared roadway
improvements to form a continuous route. £ _ : o 3= _ : Py Pedestrian Crossing Improvement
Shared roadway improvements could include = s 2 _ T ouwﬂ e LN
future sidewalk/pathway or expanded shoulder > EEct N ' PICTURES : o=
improvements, and should be developed in > P $ : =~ & | LEAVE ONLY

coordination with planning for longer-term oo i,FgUTPRINTS.
improvements. :
Improved pedestrian crossings at Preston Forest
entrances, Cochran’s Ski Area and other key s, _ _ . e 4 Ll _
entrances would be included to improve access : : s S —_— Crossing Improvements would link directly to
and road user safety. existing trail access.

as a trafflc calmlng element
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Cochran Long Term Alternative 2 - EEEEEEEEEENI Proposed Multi Use Path

Shared Use Path

This alternative envisions a paved, shared use
path being constructed between Bridge street
and Route 2. The path would likely need to cross
the roadway at key points to keep construction
costs in check. Regardless of final corridor, this
pathway would be an expensive but valuable
project to create a multi-use transportation
corridor along Cochran Road.

Sl . .
] Pedestrian Crossing Improvement
&

an®

Short term recommendations include developing
a scoping study for this Cochran Road pathway
which could further detail costs, design, and
feasibility for each of these three concepts.

The major investment in a sidepath along Cochran Road would create a
dedicated and safe space for walkmg and b|cycl|ng on thls key corrldor




Gravel Road Recommendations

Many active transportation improvements are
focused on re-allocation of paved roadway
surfaces and creating safe space for bicyclists
and pedestrians. Re-striping, and reducing/
narrowing road lanes to create more room for
active transportation, bike lanes, separated bike
lanes, and sidewalks are all examples of this
type of improvement.

However, on gravel roads, these approaches are
not useful or functional tools. Paved or unpaved,
shared use paths can provide important benefits
alongside unpaved roadways, but these require
significant investment and space adjacent to the
roadway.

However, unimproved roadway surfaces can

be made more pedestrian and bike friendly by
reducing traffic volumes and speeds. Throughout
the Town of Richmond, these gravel road routes
should be considered shared roadways, and
appropriate signage and sight line maintenance
should be applied to improve safety for all road
users.

Key steps to improve the quality of unpaved
roads in Richmond for multi-modal use include:

Install signage to draw attention to
presence of pedestrians and bicyclists in
roadway

Install wayfinding signage directing to
adjacent recreational trail opportunities

Reduce speed limits to 30mph
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Cemetery Road

30 mph

Chamberlain Hill Trailhead

Dugway Road

25 mph (northern portion) /
30 mph (southern portion)

Huntington River Water Access

Hillview Road

35 mph

Williams Hill Corridor (if preserved)

Johnnie Brook Road

35 mph

Chamberlain Hill Trailhead

Kenyon Road

25 mph (northern portion) /
35 mph (southern portion)

Snipe Ireland Road

25 mph

Recreation in West Bolton

Stage Road

35 mph

Recreation in West Bolton

Valley View Road & Hidden Pines Circle

25 mph
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Paved Road Recommendations -
Short Term

A simple re-alignment of road markings could
create a more welcoming and safe shared
roadway system across Richmond. Shaving off
‘extra’ space in the vehicular travel lane can
allow the creation of uphill bike lanes to provide
dedicated space for non-motorized travelers.

These improvements are recommended as short
term efforts that do not require expansion of

the roadway or construction of new facilities.
These paint-based changes can be tested

on roads in Richmond without a significant
capital investment. These improvements are
recommended for:

East Hill Road

Huntington Road

Hinesburg Road (N/S and E/W Corridor)
Bridge Street South

These roads are chosen for their nature as
ascending/descending Richmond'’s hills, rather
than flat or rolling roads.

1. Narrow the Travel Lanes

Vehicular travel lanes should be reduced from 12
to 10 feet to provide a 4 foot climbing bike lane
on the uphill side of the road.

2. Remove (some) Centerline Markings

The centerline could be removed on some roads
along with this treatment. Based on guidelines
from the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control
Devices (MUTCD), Section 3B.01, “Center line
markings should also be placed on all rural
arterials and collectors that have a traveled way
of 18 feet or more in width and an AADT of 3,000
vehicles per day or greater.”

Based on this guidance, it would be appropriate
to remove the centerline on East Hill Road and
Hinesburg Road (AADT below 3,000 vehicles per
day), but may not be appropriate for Huntington
Road or Bridge Street.

Centerline removal is intended to reduce driver
certainty and speed. This treatment intends to
structure roadways as ‘shared space’ and reduce
the Town’s centerline paint costs.

2. Add 4 foot wide Uphill Bike Lanes

The climbing speeds of bicycles up these hills
will always be significantly slower than their
descending speeds. Adding a painted uphill bike
lane can provide a designated and predictable
space for walking and biking along these
roadways.

3. Add Downhill Shared Lane Markings

Based on guidance from the MUTCD, Section
9C.07, shared lanes markings should not'be
placed on roads with a speed limit above 35
mph. This guidance would discourage this
treatment on Hinesburg Road, unless further
study reduces the posted speed of 45mph. The
Town of Hinesburg has the.same corridor posted
to 35mph, and public comment during the plan
process indicated a public desire to review
Hinesburg Road'’s posted speed. A speed study is
recommended to review actual driver behavior
on this segment of road with shared lane
markings applied.

4. Budget for Striping Maintenance

Pavement markings disappear over time as cars
drive over them, plows scrape the road, and salt

corrodes the road surface. Since this facility only
exists as paint on the road, it is essential that the
pavements markings are re-painted annually. In

Vermont, this typically happens in the spring.

Typical Richmond Roadway Profile
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Paved Road Recommendations - The Vermont State Design Standards provide | o T _ o Tt
recommended widths based on each road'’s [ 15 - A
LOI‘Ig Term functional classification and average daily traffic. !/ —m
To match these widths and classifications, o Legend
In the long term, the paved roads with cllmblng our [ong term recommended widths for travel & Recommendation
bike lanes and downhill shared lanes should lanes on roads where the climbing bike lane % . Uil Bike Lane + Donthil Shared Lane

Pl ST iy

be widened to include 5 foot bike lanes in both configuration is proposed are as follows:
directions.

Though a widening project, auto travel lanes - East Hill Road, 10.5 ft travel lanes without

could also be expanded to make the total centerline, 5 ft bike lanes ERd
road width equivalent to the suggested road - Huntington Road, 11.5 ft travel lanes with
width suggested in the Vermont State Design centerline, 5 ft bike lanes
Standards. - Hinesburg Road (N/S and E/W Corridor),
10.5 ft travel lanes without centerline, 5 ft
bike lanes

- Bridge Street South, 11.5 ft travel lanes with
centerline, 5 ft bike lanes
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Typical Richmond Roadway Profile Proposed Long Term Richmond Roadway Profile



https://vtrans.vermont.gov/sites/aot/files/highway/documents/publications/VermontStateDesignStandards.pdf
https://vtrans.vermont.gov/sites/aot/files/highway/documents/publications/VermontStateDesignStandards.pdf

Governor Peck Road

Short Term Recommendation

Install marked crosswalks, pedestrian crossing
signs, and bicycle conflict markings at all
crossings (River Road, Lower Cir, Summer St)
to draw attention to pedestrians and bicyclists.
Reduce speed limit to 30mph. Install Advisory
Bike Lanes as feasible.

Long Term Recommendations
Install a sidepath on north side of roadway.

Route 117 &
g:
Short Term Recommendation é_:??"
Install “bicycles may use full lane” signs and §" Q
Rectangular Reflective Flashing Beacons :’."
(RRFBs) at key activity areas, such as crossings. ’q.’-"'
N4

Reduce Speed Limit to 35mph throughout
corridor.

HILLTOP CIR

. _.’V@‘_?TH_RD

Pursue scoping study to evaluate and prepare
for long term recommendations in VTrans ROW.

Long Term Recommendations
Evaluate feasibility of two alternatives for a
shared use path or sidepath:

Alternative A: Widen for shared use path along
railroad on west side. Install high visibility
marked crossings at all intersections to provide
connection between shared use path and
destinations on east side. A sidewalk on the east

400
C Feel

side from the store down along the mobile home RSTATE 89 y
community would anchor the crossings from the Basemap RLTR _ SNEBIN EW?"?%’
west side to a safe walking facility on the east VT Protected Lands s | Intersection Improvements N ’9%0@
1 ’.-" 0 % ‘q’/
side. —— Rail Lines o\ X
==y ; HEEEE Shared Use Path g
. - . . .. = . = Town Boundaries S
Alternative B: Widen for a sidepath on east side. Richimond Tralls mm s Shared Use Path (alternats _\‘Nﬁ[@ﬁ&TﬂTE_SQN
Winooski River 55 : \NTERSTATE 89 S




Route 2 - East of Village

North of the Winooski, Route 2 offers the

only direct, non-interstate through route for
travel across Richmond. Because of the lack
of alternate routes there is a strong need for
future improvements to safely and comfortably
accommodate all road users.

This plan envisions the future of this corridor as
complete street with dedicated space for people
to drive, walk, and bike safely and comfortably
through Route 2.

Short Term Recommendations

Near term improvements should focus on
establishing 5 foot minimum paved shoulders
along all portions of Route 2 / Main Street to
allow for the bare minimum of functional safe
travel by bicyclists and pedestrians.

Long Term Recommendations

An 8 to 10 foot wide sidepath should be
constructed to provide safe multi modal travel
along this corridor. At key locations, such

as highway underpasses, the sidepath could
convert to widened shoulders and narrowed
vehicular travel lanes.

Within the Village Center, from approximately

217 W Main Street to Lemroy Court, the pathway
is envisioned to replace the sidewalk on the
north side of the roadway, leaving the south side
unchanged. From Lemroy Court to Cochran/
Stage Road intersection, the sidepath is
envisioned to be constructed on the south side of
the highway, with key crossing improvements for
Vermont Youth Conservation Corps Access as
well as access to Andrew’s Town Forest.

A

See following page for
Western Improvements
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Route 2 - West of Village ’ 5] = A«
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Route 2 West Alternative Alignments @éﬁ” % \
This segment of Route 2 is significantly = <« ' ZAN\
constrained by the Railroad corridor, Winooski _% "{%
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line.

Al: Baker Tilden Corridor B: Alternatively,
this corridor could cross the stream before
entering the cemetery and utilize the
southern side of Route 2 for a pathway.

B: Jericho Road - School Road: A pathway
through these roadways could then connect
to the Richmond Elementary School

Campus and connect to Richmond Land
Trust Property.

the Route 2 Corridor east of the Village,
a shared use path could be built within /
underneath the Highway 89 Right of Way.

D: Winooski River Right of Way: Departing
from the Route 2 Corridor east of the
Village, a shared use path could be built
alongside the Winooski River, utilizing
the existing Volunteers green pathway
as well as various conserved and private
properties in the flood zone.

E: Railroad ROW: A shared use path could

be built along the Railroad Right of Way as a
Rail with Trail arrangement.

Determining the best alternative alignment
to pursue will require additional study. This
plan recommends that those studies be

used to identify the most feasible option for
implementation.

As of this writing, the Town of Richmond has
recieved funding from the Chittenden County
Regional Planning Commission to further study

these corridors and identify a preferred route by
2023.




Additional Roadway

. N 4
Recommendations

£ — -y
Additional roadway recommendations are listed D ~

o1 o
here to guide public safety improvements across fg;’
Richmond. £y
&
Ny
S

ARL. Jericho Road
Short Term Recommendations P

Implement Recommendations from Jericho /
Road Scoping Study - Build sidewalk/path v
along West Side of Jericho Rd from School L

St to Valley View Road. ¢,

Install Mirrors at Blind Turns , Reduce [
45mph and 35mph speed limits to 25mph,
Install Advisory Bike Lanes as feasible

Long Term Recommendations

Reduce travel lanes to 10 feet in width and
extend planned sidewalk on west side

AR2. Hidden Pines Circle
Short and Long Term Recommendation:

Add Traffic Calming Measures as Needed. &
o
S

. * A\
AR3. Southview Drive g?
Long Term Recommendations

Install a sidewalk on one side of roadway.

Tighten corner radii at all intersections with

paint and posts. 7
Install crosswalks at all intersections, '
evaluable feasibility of roundabouts at key "7"\
intersections '

AR4. Route 2 Winooski Bridge
Short Term Recommendations

Explore Feasibility of creating a shared

space such as advisory shoulders.

Coordinate with ongoing bridge projects for Legend
Improvements VT Road Centerline

. Richmond Trails
Long Term Recommendations

Widen or cantilever out to accommodate
biking and walking

\

Additional Roadway Recommendation Locations
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Trail Recommendations

The Trail recommendations described here

are conceptual, and do not represent exact
alignments. No trail project can or will proceed
without express permission from the landowner
on whose land a trail might be placed. These
recommendations are aspirational, rather than a
predetermined plan outcome.

T1. Andrews Community Forest Trails
Continue working with community members

on the development of trails as allowed in the
Town Forest Management Plan and Conservation
Easement.

T2. Sip O Sunshine Trail
Slated for expansion in summer of 2022, this
trail will connect to Andrews Community Forest

T3. Johnnie Brook Trail Extension

A natural surface trail could connect Johnnie
Brook Road (and trail) to Kenyon Road and/or
Fays Corner. This trail connection could provide
a safe alternative route to Hinesburg Road.

T4. Old Jericho Road Trail
Add wayfinding signage to this trail.

T5. Palmer Road Class IV Access (Williams
Hill)

In early 2022, the Richmond Selectboard voted to
maintain public access to the roadway corridor
at the end of William Hill, connecting to Palmer
Road and Hinesburg. This recommendation to
preserve the corridor as publicly owned has
been met with contention by private landowners,
and is currently in litigation. Should the roadway
corridor be preserved as Class 4 roadway with
public access, it could offer a unique connection
for active transportation use.

However, its steep slopes and eroded condition
will make it a ‘rugged’ route, and few significant
investments in corridor condition are anticipated
as part of this plan.

Té6. Preston Forest Access

The conserved land of Preston Forest contains
a small segment that abuts Huntington Road.
Despite the steep ravine separating the road
from the Forest trails, feasibility should be
studied to link the lower trail access points to
this public roadway. Such a link could provide
a transportation function to the recreational
trail network in this area. Alternative linkages
from Preston Forest to Huntington Road include
access through private property abutting the
Forest and Grandview Drive.

T7. West Village Connector Trail

Obtain easements and formalize connections on
western ends of Esplanade, Church St, Railroad
St, and Borden St and mark public right-of-way
for walking loops (connect the western end of
Esplanade to W Main St)

T8. Volunteers Green Trail Extension
Lengthen trail for a recreational loop, following
Winooski River northwest to Park & Ride - 3
Alternatives could be considered:

Alternative 1a: Verburg Rd to W Main St >
Park & Ride

Alternative 1b: Verburg Rd > Park & Ride
(following approximate path of 1-89
offramp)

Alternative 2: Follow river up to River View
Cemetery > cross railroad to W Main St

" & 2.
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Intersection Recommendations =

Fays Corner Existing Conditions
1. Fays Corner Improvements VIR i T T el A T T RS
This intersection creates unsafe roadway These existing safety and access issues should
conditions for all road users. This intersection be reviewed in future study to develop improved
should be studied to improve safety and function merseCtIOtrtents ando{'gets'
for pedestrians, cyclists and drivers. The image ” j"}" |
at right highlights some of the major safety and
circulation issues at hand.

A. Unhindered Turning Movement

This intersection prioritizes through turning
movements along the curve of Hinesburg
Road. This unhindered and high speed turning
movement is dangerous for pedestrians or
cyclists crossing the roadway in any direction.

B. Sight Lines

The rise in terrain to the West and South,
combined with roadside vegetation and the
sharp turn in Hinesburg Road limit visibility from
each arm in this intersection.

C. School Bus Stop

This pull out on the south side of Hinesburg Road
is used as a school bus stop, increasing the
need for safety improvements at this location for
regular pedestrian use.

D. Adjacent Property

Residential properties border all sides of this
intersection. This introduces regular pedestrian
traffic as well as a need for sensitivity to any
road design.

E. Johnnie Brook Adjacency
This portion of Johnnie Brook is close to the
roadway and points to a need for environmental | Basemap

sensitivity in any intersection change.
y y g ™ * ® Town Boundaries

Future study should consider redesign as a Contours 1ft
four way stop, alternate two way stop, or other [ Stop signs
designs to slow down traffic at this intersection Winooski River
and create a more safe and predictable
experience for all road users.

Richmond Bike, Walk, and Trails Plan :: 46




12. Bridge Street at Main and Route 2 YK g \ & g ERY

I~ Q‘-\ Q\Q :‘:51_"_ Ly
Short term improvements at this location are Intersection Recommendation Locations %‘?("GL\ £ £
part of the Bridge Street Scoping Study. LS ~—— ISy
Q\QQ) = -, 5 fe=)
r..ljOQJ g \‘:: o QD:
Long term recommendations include pursuing = £ s ik i ==
improvements that can add curb extensions T ’ _________-____-----_-----_-__-_-----w@J
with truck aprons in order to tighten corner NG - Tt
radii, creating a larger pedestrian landing area o §
. . . . <§) <
and reducing bicycle and pedestrian crossing & I
exposure, particularly at the SE, NE and NW §“ & : &
sides of this busy intersection. Part of these ‘/ §~=‘ &
long term improvements should also consider h..\ ,’ <3
reducing the curb cuts at the corner gas station Ny
to create a more predictable and safe entry/exit
of vehicles from this gas station while improving
overall pedestrian safety across the site.
13. Governor Peck Road at River Road/Route
n7
Improved lighting and “don'’t block the box / L
intersection” markings here should be installed §
to promote bicycle and pedestrian safety at these §
busy crossroads.
3
Feasibility of an Rectangular Reflective Flashing ~
Beacon (RRFB) at this location should be also o Syt
be studied to improve road user safety at this £} - S
crossing. < ' v %0’;%;,
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COmmunity Actions Improve Access to Bike Parking
The availability of bike parking is often a major

factor in encouraging bicycling and can also be
significant to attracting customers. Work with
local businesses on implementation. Consider
updating town zoning ordinances to strengthen
bike parking requirements for development.

In addition to changes to the infrastructure of
roadways and trails throughout Richmond, direct
community actions by the town, committees, and
aligned groups can offer unique and creative low
cost solutions to improve conditions for walking
and biking along Richmond'’s roadways and

trails. Install public bike maintenance stations
Public maintenance stations allow bicyclists to
Speed Limit Coordination fill tires with air and complete minor repairs.

These stations offer convenience to bicyclists
and increase the visibility of bicycling in the
community. Potential priority locations include
the Park and Ride, the Village, or Volunteers
Green.

Coordination with the Town of Hinesburg and
other adjacent municipalities could allow the
Town to work with its neighbors to ensure that
road corridors receive consistent speed limits
that better accommodate shared roadways

between bicycles and pedestrians.
Host Walk Audits

Hinesburg Road was mentioned multiple times in The Town can use the AARP Walk Audit Tool Kit
the public engagement process as a concern for to host walk audits that engage the community
the relatively high 45mph speed limit. In addition, and bring people together to talk about how to
when one crosses the invisible boundary to the ~ make roads safer for people walking.

Town of Hinesburg, the same roadway shifts

immediately to a 35mph speed limit. This also During the summer of 2022 the Transportation
happens at the Jericho boundary on Jericho Committee conducted walk audits for the
Road. Richmond Village, Jonesville,and Round Church

area. A full review of the finding of these reports
will soon be available onthe Richmend Town

Organize a Bicycle & Pedestrian Count :
website.

Program

The Town can work with the CCRPC to collect
bicycle and pedestrian count data on key roads
and trails throughout Richmond. This would
support future grant applications and inform the
design of new facilities.

Promote a Trails / Walking and Biking Map
This can be an online map or printed map
showing bike routes, relative biking/walking
level of comfort for various routes and corridors,
distance between major destinations, sites of
interest, and other amenities such as public
restrooms and water fountains. Work with local
businesses to distribute the map.



https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/getting-around/aarp-walk-audit-tool-kit.html
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