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Vermont Wetlands 
Program
• Identify wetland locations with maps 
and site visits

• Assess the health of wetlands

• Support voluntary wetland restoration

• Implement Vermont Wetland Rules
• Review project plans

• Require wetland avoidance where possible

• Ensure no net loss of wetland function or 
value

The TEAM



Wetland Function and Values

Water Quality
Fish Habitat

Exemplary Communities

Historically Vermont has lost 
35% of wetland area.  

~4% is wetland today.



a. The wetland is of the same type and threshold size as those 

mapped on the VSWI maps: i.e.; open water (pond); emergent 

marsh; shrub swamp; forested swamp; wet meadow; beaver pond 

or beaver meadow; bog or fen; and greater than 0.5 acres.

b. The wetland contains dense, persistent non-woody vegetation 

or woody vegetation, and in either instance is adjacent to a 

stream, river or open body of water, and is over 2,500 square 

feet in size.

c. The wetland is a vernal pool that provides amphibian breeding habitat.  

Vernal pool is defined in §2.39 of the VWR as: a small wetland in a 

shallow natural depression that typically fills with water during the 

spring and/or fall and may dry during the summer. Vernal pools have no 

permanent inlet stream and no viable populations of fish. Vernal pools 

are typically sparsely vegetated with herbaceous plants and are shaded by 

trees from the surrounding upland forest. Many vernal pools provide 

critical breeding habitat for amphibians. 

d. The wetland is a headwater wetland.  Headwater wetland means a 

naturally occurring wetland that is above 2,500 feet in elevation and 

contributes to a stream (VWR §2.18).

e. The wetland contains a species that appears in the Vermont 

Natural Heritage Inventory (VNHI) database as rare, threatened, 

endangered or uncommon; or is an exemplary natural community 

as mapped by VNHI.

Unmapped Wetlands need a 
Wetland Determination for 

Addition to VSWI Map



Wetland Map Updates 
Underway

Vermont Wetland 
Mapping Progress



Advisory Wetlands to 
VSWI

Vermont Wetland 
Mapping Progress



What are the Changes?

Towns with the 

Most Wetland 

Additions

Charlotte

Essex

Enosburg

Middlebury

Worchester

Calais

New Haven 

Westfield

Berkshire

Richmond

Troy

Shelburne

Williston

Mt. Holly





May: distribute 
pre-rulemaking 

info

July: File 
with ICAR

August: ICAR 
and Formal 
Rule filing

August-Sept: 
Public 

Meetings

October: 
LCAR filing

November: 
LCAR

Febuary: 
Adopt 

Rule/Map

Map and Rule Update Process



Photo credit: Valley News

Find Out More
Visit the Wetland  
Rulemaking page:
https://dec.vermont.gov/w
atershed/wetlands/rulema
king

View the Interactive Map: 
https://vtanr.maps.arcgis.c
om/apps/instant/nearby/i
ndex.html?appid=f862dbe
013c54fc9be6fa7d26b8e1f
2d

https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/rulemaking
https://vtanr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/nearby/index.html?appid=f862dbe013c54fc9be6fa7d26b8e1f2d


Road Run-off and Muni 
Stormwater Review

Wetland 

Upland 



Wetland 
Restoration

Learn more: 
https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/protect/re
store

Wetland Restoration Potential Layer

https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/protect/restore


The Wetland 
Restoration Potential 
Layer (2017) is found in 
the Wetland Inventory 
Map under “Wetland 
Map”, “Watershed 
Protection”.



Other Helpful Links

Wetland Screening Tool: 
https://anrmaps.vermont.gov/websites/wetlandScreening/

Wetland Inventory Maps: http://tiny.cc/wetlands

Landowners Guide To Wetlands: 
https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/what/guide

Hire a Wetland Consultant: 
https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/what/id/wetl
and-consultant-list

Program Inquiry Form: 
https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/contact

You Tube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oDzL6NRIGgs&list=PLLX
VJCF6Lbmxkg4ZPOiAg2YybklskikMQ

https://anrmaps.vermont.gov/websites/wetlandScreening/
http://tiny.cc/wetlands
https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/what/guide
https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/what/id/wetland-consultant-list
https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/contact
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oDzL6NRIGgs&list=PLLXVJCF6Lbmxkg4ZPOiAg2YybklskikMQ

