
  
 

  
 

 CHITTENDEN COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 1 
  JOINT EXECUTIVE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 2 

FINAL 3 
  4 

DATE: Wednesday, May 3, 2023   5 
TIME: 5:45 PM 6 
PLACE: Remote Attendance via ZOOM   7 
 8 
PRESENT: Catherine McMains, Chair    Chris Shaw, Vice-Chair   9 
  Michael Bissonette, at large <5000  Mike O’Brien, Past Chair   10 
  Jacki Murphy, at large >5000  11 
 12 
OTHERS:  Matthew Arancio, VTrans  13 
   14 
ABSENT:  Bard Hill, Secretary/Treasurer   Jeff Carr, Finance 15 
 16 
STAFF:  Charlie Baker, Executive Director   Taylor Newton, Planning Mgr.  17 

Forest Cohen, Senior Business Mgr.   Amy Irvin Witham, Business Office Mgr.  18 
 Mckenzie Spear, Business Office Assoc.  Anne Nelson Stoner, Equity Mgr. 19 

Emma Vaughn, Communications Mgr.  Eleni Churchill, Transportation Mgr. 20 
 21 

1. Call to Order, Attendance. The Joint Finance and Executive Committee meeting was called to order 22 
by the Chair, Catherine McMains at 5:48 PM.  23 
 24 

2. Changes to the Agenda, Members items. There were none.    25 
  26 

3. Approval of the April 5, 2023, Joint Finance and Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 27 
MIKE O’BRIEN MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY JACKI MURPHY, TO TABLE THE APRIL 5, 2023, JOINT 28 
EXECUTIVE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES UNTIL THE MAY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING. 29 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  30 

  31 
4. FY24 Draft UPWP and Budget 32 

Charlie Baker referred members to the Draft FY24 UPWP and Budget documents included with the 33 
packet. He said there were minimal edits and asked for a motion to recommend this iteration to the 34 
Board. Catherine asked if the color coding would be edited, specifically the red highlights. Charlie 35 
explained yes, most of the red highlighted projects indicate completion and all of this will be cleaned 36 
up before it is presented at the Board Meeting.  37 
 38 

MICHAEL BISSONETTE MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY MIKE O’BRIEN, THAT THE EXECUTIVE 39 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND THE DRAFT FY24 UPWP AND BUDGET TO THE BOARD FOR APPROVAL, 40 

WITH EDITS. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSY.  41 

5. Act 250 & Section 248 Applications.    42 
a. Milton Lamoille Solar LLC; Milton; 45-day Notice of Application; #23-1263-AN 43 

Taylor Newton presented members with a screenshare of the map that accompanied the 45-day 44 
Notice application included with the packet. The application is to be submitted to the VT Public 45 
Utility Commission for the development of a 500kW solar array project located at 145 Lamoille 46 
Terrace in Milton, Vt. The parcel is owned by the town of Milton and hosts a wastewater 47 
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treatment facility. The developer, Norwich Solar, and the Town of Milton want to designate this 1 
as a preferred site. After review, the CCPRC has identified the following known and possible 2 
constraints:  3 

 4 

 Known constraint: Wetlands. The CCRPC understands the wetland will not be impacted by 5 
the proposed development.  6 

 Possible constraints: Agricultural Soils, Highest Priority Wildlife Crossing, and Habitat Blocks. 7 
The CCRPC requested each of the possible constraints be addressed in accordance with 8 
recommendations of the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, and Vermont 9 
Agency of Natural Resources.  10 
  11 

The site meets the 2018 ECOS Plan’s suitability standards and advances the 2018 ECOS Plan’s goal of 12 
increasing renewable energy generation in Chittenden County. The CCRPC supports the 13 
identification of this site as a preferred site for net metering. These comments are based on 14 
information currently available. The CCRPC may have additional comments and will review and 15 
comment on each new submittal to confirm the findings as the process continues.   16 
 17 
Chris Shaw asked Taylor for additional information on habitat block and local constraints, specifically 18 
how the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources Bio-Finder interactive mapping works. He wondered 19 
how a user can drill down to the scoring within the atlas. Taylor stated the data is contained online 20 
within the atlas. Taylor explained that his understanding is the acreage and connection is to larger 21 
habitat blocks.  22 
 23 
MIKE O’BRIEN MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY JACKI MURPHY, TO APPROVE THE 45-DAY NOTICE 24 
APPLICATION LETTER, AS PRESENTED. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  25 
 26 

6. Board Development Committee Update 27 
Mike O’Brien said the committee met on Monday, April 24. Members decided Chris Shaw will move 28 
from Vice Chair to Chair, Bard Hill will move from Treasurer to Vice Chair, Jacki Murphy has agreed 29 
to come on as Treasurer, Mike Bissonette will be the small-town representative and Catherine will 30 
move to the Immediate Past Chair position. The only spot left to fill is the large-town representative. 31 
This could be filled in by a representative from Essex City, Williston, or Burlington. Mike said if Dan 32 
Kerin (Essex City) is unable to take on the role as he moves to an alternate board member, Elaine 33 
Haney (Essex City) may agree to take the position. However, if Elaine is unable to commit, Mike is 34 
going to reach out to Andrew Watts (Williston). The back up plan will be Andy Montroll (Burlington). 35 
Charlie asked Mike to forward the final decision to him by Wednesday because this is on the May 36 
Board agenda. Mike let everyone know it has been the policy to fill these positions with a current 37 
Board Representative and not an alternate. Catherine thanked Mike for his work in bringing this all 38 
together. 39 
 40 

7. Equity Update:  41 
Anne Nelson Stoner greeted members. She said the Equity Advisory Committee has continued 42 
working to develop an approval process for the allocation of transportation funds into equity work. 43 
Anne Nelson recently teamed with Taylor Newton to integrate equity into our ECOS plan. She said 44 
the current two UVM interns will wrap up next week and Annie Henderson, a graduate student from 45 
Antioch, will begin as a summer intern on Monday May 8. Anne Nelson said she continues her 46 
outreach efforts to meet with Chittenden County community members and has scheduled an in-47 
person equity meeting for CCRPC staff on Monday, May 8.  Chris Shaw brought up Artificial 48 
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Intelligence (AI) and posed a question around how AI will impact equity and community engagement 1 
work, perhaps making it easier. Anne Nelson shared her thoughts that it could make sharing of top-2 
down information easier, and ease internal processes a bit, but will not take away the need to 3 
gather lived experiences of residents. It is important with AI to think about what forms of knowledge 4 
are and are not captured. Anne Nelson emphasized that it will be interesting to see how it shapes 5 
our work, the new opportunities, and challenges it will bring.  6 
 7 

8. Legislative Update  8 
Charlie said things are now winding down in the Vermont Statehouse. He reminded everyone that 9 
the Regional Planning Commissions asked for full statutory formula funding for FY24 early in the 10 
Legislative session. What is in the budget approved by the Senate and the House is an increase of 11 
$1.5 million. This request would allow RPCs to meet many of the needs that RPCs are not currently 12 
able to address. The next big hurdle with this will be the conference committee and getting this 13 
signed by Governor Scott. A veto on the budget is a real possibility. He is still watching Housing Bill 14 
S.100. This bill is considered a high priority and is currently working its way onto the House floor to 15 
be voted on. Charlie believes that the Senate will consider concurring with the House version; 16 
although he does not anticipate a conference committee. There are multiple layers to this. Charlie 17 
said Representative Seth Bongartz is championing the H.5 bill which includes a study on how to 18 
make future land use maps more consistent and effective for use by State agencies. He has brought 19 
it into the Housing Bill S.100. Essentially, this bill holds multiple changes on zoning and housing, as 20 
well as requiring several studies that will keep us very busy over the coming months. Charlie 21 
explained Regina Mahony had been working on this prior to leaving the CCRPC and Taylor has picked 22 
up where she left off. They are dealing with housing barriers, but not the housing barriers that come 23 
with Act 250. Members discussed the various changes this could bring. 24 
 25 

9. Chair/Director Report  26 

 Auditor Search Charlie and Forest said the Request for Proposals (RFPs) went out last week 27 
in search of a new Auditor. Forest is hoping a decision will be made at the June meeting.  28 

 Planner Hiring Update Charlie and Taylor said we currently have a dozen or so strong 29 
candidates for the open planner position.  30 

 NADO Policy Update Charlie reminded members he was appointed as an officer for the 31 
National Association of Development Organizations (NADO). Last week he was in DC for 32 
meetings with congressional committee staff and agency leadership. There is an opportunity 33 
with the 2023 Farm Bill Reauthorization that includes provisions to have Northern Border. 34 
Regional Commission funding be considered local funding for the purposes of matching 35 
other federal grants.  36 

 Annual Meeting  37 
Charlie shared that Kesha Ram Hinsdale, Vermont State Senator, will be the guest speaker 38 
for our annual meeting being held at Maquam Barn in Milton. The meeting will begin with a 39 
social hour and hors d'oeuvres, then we will hold a quick Board Meeting before sitting down 40 
for dinner. Charlie said we are going to charge $20 per guest to make sure guests are 41 
committed to attending. Emma Vaughn said this year’s meeting will be very similar to 2019 42 
when it was held at the Mansfield barn in Jericho. Members said they are looking forward to 43 
it and agreed the format and location sound lovely.   44 

 45 
10. May Board Meeting Agenda Charlie referred members to the draft May Board Agenda included with 46 

their packets. He said we decided to explicitly open and close public hearing for the FY24 UPWP and 47 
Budget and the 2023 Metropolitan Transportation Plan. Staff introductions for Ann Janda and 48 
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Melanie Needle are scheduled. Eleni asked members if they wanted the Transportation 1 
Performance Reliability measures in the Consent agenda or if they prefer an agenda item and memo 2 
with a short presentation. Catherine feels a presentation would be appreciated, particularly for 3 
newer members. Charlie said there will be an equity update and a brief follow up to the Census 4 
Urbanized Area (which we do once every ten years). Mike requested the addition of the Board 5 
Development Committee nominations to the agenda.   6 
 7 

11. Other Business: Catherine thanked Mike O’Brien for his service on the Executive Committee and said 8 
we are going to miss him. Everyone agreed.  9 
 10 

12. Executive Session: None needed.  11 
 12 

13. Adjournment: MIKE O’BRIEN MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY MICHAEL BISSONETTE, TO ADJOURN 13 
THE MEETING AT 7:02 PM. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 14 
 15 

Respectfully submitted, 16 
Amy Irvin Witham  17 


