
  
 

  
 

CHITTENDEN COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 1 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 2 

DRAFT 3 
 4 

DATE: Wednesday, September 6, 2023 5 
TIME: 5:45 PM 6 
PLACE: Remote Attendance via ZOOM   7 
 8 
PRESENT: Chris Shaw, Chair    Catherine McMains, Past Chair   9 
  Michael Bissonette, at large <5000 Elaine Haney, at large >5000   10 
  Jacki Murphy, Secretary/Treasurer Bard Hill, Vice-Chair 11 
 12 
OTHERS:  Matthew Arancio, VTrans 13 
   14 
STAFF:  Charlie Baker, Executive Director  Eleni Churchill, Transp. Program Mgr.  15 

Forest Cohen, Senior Business Mgr.  Amy Irvin Witham, Business Office Mgr.  16 
 Emma Vaughn, Communications Mgr.  Taylor Newton, Planning Mgr.  17 

Anne Nelson Stoner, Equity Mgr. Mckenzie Spear, Business Office Assoc.  18 
 19 

1. Call to Order, Attendance. The Executive Committee meeting was called to order by the Chair, Chris 20 
Shaw, at 5:46 PM. 21 
 22 

2. Changes to the Agenda, Members items. Charlie stated he would incorporate an update on the 23 
ECOS plan under item 7. 24 
 25 

3. Approval of the August 2, 2023, Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 26 
 27 

 Edit; Page 6, Line 12: Update years - “30% by 2030 and 50% by 2050.”  28 
 29 
CATHERINE MCMAINS MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY MICHAEL BISSONETTE, TO APPROVE THE 30 

AUGUST 2, 2023, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES WITH EDIT(S). MOTION CARRIED, WITH ONE 31 

ABSTENTION FROM BARD HILL. 32 

4. Act 250 & Section 248 Applications 33 
a. Global Foundries Solar Projects.   34 

Taylor Newton presented an overview of the four Global Foundries solar projects to members. 35 
Elaine Haney noted that Essex Junction is on board with the entire project. She said the solar 36 
installations will only provide 3% of Global Foundries energy need; however, this is still a big 37 
step forward. She also mentioned Global Foundries has partnered with the Vermont based 38 
organization “Bee the Change” that works within the unused space in solar fields to support 39 
threatened pollinators and bees. 40 
 41 

i. Essex A-North Lot Solar, LLC 4.95 MW, #23-2606-AN 42 
Taylor provided a screenshare and referred members to the 45-day notice letter application 43 

submitted by Encore Renewable Energy included with the packet. The project is for a 4.95 44 

MW Solar Array located off Robinson Parkway, Essex Junction, Vermont, on a parcel owned 45 

by Global Foundries, Inc. The review noted a State Possible constraint, Agricultural Soils. The 46 

CCRPC defers to the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets’ recommendations 47 
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to mitigate. Otherwise, the CCRPC finds the project meets suitability and constraints 1 

policies.  2 

ii. Essex B1 Parking Lot Solar, LLC, 2.80 MW, #23-2607-AN 3 
Taylor provided a screenshare and referred members to the 45-day notice letter application 4 

submitted by Encore Renewable Energy included with the packet. The project is for a 2.8 5 

MW Solar Array located off Robinson Parkway, Essex Junction, Vermont, on a parcel owned 6 

by Global Foundries, Inc. The review noted a State Possible constraint, Agricultural Soils. The 7 

CCRPC defers to the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets’ recommendations 8 

to mitigate.  Otherwise, the CCRPC finds the project meets suitability and constraints 9 

policies.  10 

iii. Williston E Chip Alley Solar, LLC, 3.50 MW #23-2608-AN 11 
Taylor provided a screenshare and referred members to the 45-day notice letter application 12 

submitted by Encore Renewable Energy included with the packet. The project is for a 3.5 13 

MW Solar Array located off Redmond Road, Williston, Vermont, on a parcel owned by 14 

Global Foundries, Inc. The review noted the following constraints:  15 

 State Possible Constraints: 16 
o Class I and II Wetlands 17 
o Agricultural Soils.  18 
o Deer Wintering Area 19 
o Vermont Conservation Design Priority Interior Forest Blocks  20 

 Local Known Constraints:  21 
o Watershed Protection Buffer 22 
o Slopes 30% and greater 23 

 Local Possible Constraints: 24 
o Slopes 15% - 30% 25 
o Conservation Areas 26 

The CCRPC finds the project meets suitability and constraints policies, provided the 27 

applicant works with the appropriate State agencies and the municipality to mitigate the 28 

impacts of the constraints.  29 

iv. Williston F Mountain View Solar, LLC 1.50 MW, #23-2609-AN  30 
Taylor provided a screenshare and referred members to the 45-day notice letter application 31 
submitted by Encore Renewable Energy included with the packet. The project is for a 1.5 32 
MW Solar Array located off Mountain View Road, Williston, Vermont, on a parcel owned by 33 
Global Foundries, Inc. The review noted the following constraints:  34 

 State Possible Constraints: 35 

o Agricultural Soils.  36 

 Local Known Constraints:  37 

o Watershed Protection Buffer 38 

o Primary Scenic Viewsheds outside the Growth Area 39 

 Local Possible Constraints: 40 

o Vermont Conservation Design Priority Riparian Connectivity Blocks 41 

The CCRPC finds the project meets suitability and constraints policies, provided the applicant 42 

works with the appropriate State agencies and Town to mitigate the impacts of the constraints.  43 
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ELAINE HANEY MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY JACKI MJURPHY, TO APPROVE ALL FOUR OF THE 1 
LETTERS, AS PRESENTED. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  2 

 3 
5. Committee Appointments FY24  4 

Charlie referred members to the FY2024-Regional Board Member and Committee Appointments 5 
document included with the packet. He explained the appointments will need to go before the 6 
Board for the Chair to make the appointments with Board approval. He said there were a few 7 
updates made and the document should be up to date. Chris Shaw reminded everyone vacancies 8 
remain on the Brownfields Advisory and Long-Range Planning committees.  9 
 10 

6. Equity Update - Review revised Draft Equity Statement  11 
Charlie provided a screenshare presentation of our updated Equity Statement. He explained over 12 
the coming months there will be three major documents shared with the Executive Committee: The 13 
Equity Statement, a Code of Conduct, and an Equity Action Plan. The Equity Statement has been 14 
reviewed and edited several times by multiple parties including CCRPC staff, the Equity Advisory 15 
Committee, and the Executive Committee, and partners. Charlie said a major edit to the previous 16 
version was that it moved away from addressing specific groups; this version is more generic and 17 
inclusive. 18 
 19 

CCRPC acknowledges that structural oppression contributes to persistent disparities and 20 
condemns racism and discrimination in all its forms. As a governmental planning organization 21 
with decision making influence, the work of the CCRPC significantly impacts people throughout 22 
Chittenden County.  23 
 24 
We hold ourselves responsible for identifying historic and current inequities in our own practices 25 
as well as those of the planning industry as a whole. We commit to constantly evaluating our 26 
work to transform our actions, policies, and procedures through continuous education, 27 
leveraging assets to improve assets, and meaningful collaboration with those most impacted by 28 
the problems we seek to address. In doing so, we hope to co-create a community where identity 29 
and socio-economic status no longer predetermine life outcomes, and where all—not the 30 
selected few—are heard, seen, belong and treated as experts in their own experience.  31 
 32 

Member discussion ensued.   33 
 34 
Chris Shaw suggested using color coding within the Equity Statement to help readers understand 35 
how each part has a specific purpose.  36 
 37 
Bard Hill said he comes at this with the lens of a proofreader and copy editor. He is not sure the 38 
words “predetermined “and “selected” should be used in our Equity Statement. He feels these could 39 
be problematic.  40 
 41 
Jacki asked if the use of the word “industry” in this context is common; she wondered if we might 42 
swap it out with profession. Elaine reminded everyone that many hours of work with a wide variety 43 
of people, especially our Equity Advisory Committee were devoted to crafting this Equity Statement, 44 
and shared hesitations around switching out words.   45 
 46 
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Anne Nelson asked members for other suggestions. There were none. She said she will do some 1 
wordsmithing around the three suggestions and run the updates by Equity Advisory Committee 2 
members as they do not meet again before the board meeting.  3 
  4 
ELAINE HANEY MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY BARD HILL, TO APPROVE THE EQUITY STATEMENT 5 
WITH MINOR EDITS, TO BE PRESENTED TO THE BOARD IN SEPTEMBER.  MOTION CARRIED 6 
UNANIMOUSLY.  7 
 8 

7. Regional Plan future land use map; potential changes 9 
Charlie reminded members that work is being done on recommendations to the legislature to have 10 
more consistent regional plan future land use areas and provide an option of municipal delegation 11 
of Act 250. This work is part of four studies required by the S.100 HOME Bill/Act 47. These two are 12 
the responsibility of the RPC’s.  13 
 14 
Charlie outlined three tiers being discussed in the Act 250 NRB study:    15 

 Tier 1 - These are our growth areas that would be exempt from Act 250. Places that have 16 
good planning and zoning, water, and sewer. Charlie said we think of these as our current 17 
center, metro, suburban, enterprise (if contiguous), and villages with water and sewer 18 
services.  19 

 Tier 2 - These are rural and working land areas.  Ski resorts and enterprise areas separate 20 
from the growth areas fall into this tier.  21 

 Tier 3- These are State and local areas with “no-go” zones. This encompasses critical natural 22 
resources.  23 

 24 
Member discussion ensued regarding flood plains and land areas of potential flooding concern. 25 
Charlie said this is also on the minds of Legislators and committee members for this bill.   26 
 27 
Charlie said he and Taylor have discussed the implications of information coming out of these 28 
studies. They feel there needs to be a six-to-nine-month extension of the deadline for the ECOS 29 
Regional Plan. This decision was based on three main reasons; First, once the bill passes, we will 30 
likely be asked to update our maps. There will be pressure to make these updates quickly and we 31 
will inevitably need additional time. Second, as part of S.100, the State of Vermont is required to set 32 
regional housing targets. The next housing needs assessment is scheduled to be completed by 33 
March 2024. With this, we anticipate we will receive requests to provide the regional targets from 34 
housing committees to our municipalities. Finally, we need to provide marginalized communities 35 
with the opportunity to review the proposals outlined in the plan. These three components highlight 36 
the need to extend the schedule by several months. Charlie said there is currently momentum to 37 
add housing to the right areas, which will help to further implement our plan and our plan typically 38 
aligns with the direction our towns are taking.   39 
 40 

8.  Chair/Director Report. There was none.  41 
 42 

9. Draft September 20, 2023, Board Agenda review  43 
Charlie referred members to the Draft Board Agenda for September 20, 2023, included with their 44 
packets. He said the agenda is quite full.  Agenda items include staff introductions (from Sai 45 
Sarepalli, Bryan Davis, and Jason Charest), Committee appointments, action on the Equity 46 
Statement, the ECOS prosperity section review, and a Regional Future Land Use concepts discussion. 47 
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Charlie said there will be a discussion on CWSP as well as the Tactical Basin plan, however, these will 1 
likely need to be scheduled out to October.   2 
 3 

10. New Business:  There was none.  4 
 5 

11. Executive Session: None needed.  6 
 7 

12. Adjournment: BARD HILL MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY JACKI MURPHY, TO ADJOURN THE 8 
MEETING AT 7:00 PM. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 9 
 10 

Respectfully submitted, 11 
Amy Irvin Witham  12 


