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Agricultural Water Quality

The Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets (VAAFM) Water Quality Division is responsible for 
administering the Vermont Agricultural Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program. 

• Education and outreach initiatives ensure clear understanding of the Required Agricultural Practices 
(RAPs), and best management practices

• Regulation and enforcement of water quality regulations on farms includes size-specific regulatory 
oversight of farms 

• Assistance opportunities to assess, plan, and support implementation of best management practices



Required Agricultural Practices

The Required Agricultural Practices (RAPS) are farm and land management practices that control and reduce agricultural nonpoint source 
pollution and subsequent nutrient losses from farm fields and production areas to surface and ground waters of the State or across 
property boundaries. The agricultural practices on farms governed by this rule include:

• (a) the confinement, feeding, fencing, and watering of livestock;

• (b) the storage and handling of agricultural wastes principally produced on the farm;

• (c) the collection of maple sap principally produced from trees on the farm and/or production of maple syrup from sap principally 
produced on the farm;

• (d) the preparation, tilling, fertilization, planting, protection, irrigation, and harvesting of crops;

• (e) the ditching and subsurface drainage of farm fields and the construction of farm ponds;

• (f) the stabilization of farm fields adjacent to banks of surface water, and the establishment and maintenance of vegetated buffer 
zones and riparian buffer zones;

• (g) the construction and maintenance of farm structures, farm roads, and associated infrastructure;

• (h) the on-site storage, preparation, production, and sale of fuel or power from agricultural products or wastes principally produced 
on the farm;

• (i) the on-site storage, preparation, and sale of agricultural products principally produced on the farm from raw agricultural 
commodities principally produced on the farm; 

• (j) the on-site storage of agricultural inputs for use on the farm including, but not limited to, lime, fertilizer, pesticides, compost and 
other soil amendments, and the equipment necessary for operation of the farm; and

• (k) the management of livestock mortalities produced on the farm.



Farm Size Threshold

Compliance with the Required Agricultural Practices Rule is required if a person: 

• is required to be permitted or certified by the Secretary, consistent with the requirements of 6 V.S.A. Chapter 215 and this rule; or 

• has produced an annual gross income from the sale of agricultural products of $2,000.00 or more in an average year; or 

• is preparing, tilling, fertilizing, planting, protecting, irrigating, and harvesting crops for sale on a farm that is no less than 4.0 
contiguous acres in size; or 

• is raising, feeding, or managing at least the following number of adult livestock on a farm that is no less than 4.0 contiguous acres 
in size: (1) four equines; (2) five cattle, cows, or American bison; (3) 15 swine; (4) 15 goats; (5) 15 sheep; (6) 15 cervids; (7) 50 
turkeys; 12 (8) 50 geese; (9) 100 laying hens; (10) 250 broilers, pheasant, Chukar partridge, or Coturnix quail; (11) three camelids; 
(12) four ratites; (13) 30 rabbits; (14) 100 ducks; (15) 1,000 pounds of cultured trout; or (16) other livestock types, combinations, 
or numbers as designated by the Secretary based upon or resulting from the impacts upon water quality consistent with this rule; 
or 

• is raising, feeding, or managing other livestock types, combinations, and numbers, or managing crops or engaging in other 
agricultural practices on less than 4.0 contiguous acres in size that the Secretary has determined, after the opportunity for a 
hearing, to be causing adverse water quality impacts and in a municipality where no ordinances are in place to manage the 
activities causing the water quality impacts; or 

• is managed by a farmer filing with the Internal Revenue Service a 1040(F)income tax statement in at least one of the past two 
years; or 

• has a prospective business or farm management plan, approved by the Secretary, describing how the farm will meet the threshold 
requirements of this section.



Farm Size Threshold



Farm Size Threshold

Certified Small Farm Operations (CSFO)

• Annual Certification Requirements

• NRCS 590 Nutrient Management Plan

• Inspection every 7 years

Medium Farm Operations (MFO)

• Compliance with the Medium Farm General 
Permit

• Inspected every 3 Years

• NRCS 590 Nutrient Management Plan

Large Farm Operations (LFO)

• Compliance with Individual Large Farm Operation 
Permits

• Inspected Annually

• NRCS 590 Nutrient Management Plan



Required Agricultural Practices & Stormwater

• All Agricultural wastes shall be managed in a manner to 
prevent runoff or leaching of wastes to waters of the State or 
across property boundaries.

• Production areas shall utilize runoff or leachate collection, 
diversion or other management strategy to prevent discharge 
of waste or indirect discharge to groundwater.



Stormwater Fees & Farms

Act 43 of 2023 – Clarified that municipalities cannot 
assess stormwater fees on property subject to the 
Required Agricultural Practices

VAAFM Recommendations – 

Step 1 – Ask VAAFM for a list of farm operations that are known 
to be operating in your municipality

Step 2 – Confirm use of structures, roads, or buildings on mixed 
use parcels with your constituents

Step 3 – Reach out if you are presented with a situation where 
you need assistance from VAAFM



Agriculture in Vermont

Agricultural Land in VT

Since 1987, Vermont has lost 32% - or 228,290 – of cropland.

Farms in VT

In 2009, there were 1,091 cow dairies in Vermont, in 2018, there were only 

696. Today there are 503.

Census Category 1987 2017

Farms 5,877 6,808

Acres Land Managed by Farms 1,407,868 1,193,437

Total Cropland 707,970 479,680



Lake Champlain Basin TMDL - Agricultural Reductions 96%



National and Vermont Climate Impacts



Source: https://nefoodsystemplanners.org/wp-content/uploads/NEFNE_Executive-Summary.pdf 

Vermont only has 591,000 acres of cropland and pasture 
today.

https://nefoodsystemplanners.org/wp-content/uploads/NEFNE_Executive-Summary.pdf


Contact Us

Laura DiPietro, Director

Email: Laura.Dipietro@Vermont.gov 

Nina Gage, Assistant Director

Email: Nina.Gage@Vermont.gov 

Web: Agriculture.Vermont.gov/WaterQuality

mailto:Laura.Dipietro@Vermont.gov
mailto:Nina.Gage@Vermont.gov
https://agriculture.vermont.gov/water-quality
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