
 CHITTENDEN COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 1 
CLEAN WATER ADVISORY COMMITTEE – APPROVED MINUTES 2 

 3 
DATE:   Tuesday, December 5, 2023 4 
SCHEDULED TIME: 11 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 5 
PLACE:  online via Zoom 6 
DOCUMENTS:   Minutes, documents, and presentations discussed accessible at:  7 

http://www.ccrpcvt.org/meetings/clean-water-advisory-committee/ 8 
 9 

Committee Members in Attendance (all online unless otherwise noted) 
Bolton:  Hinesburg:  Merrily Lovell St. George:  

Buels Gore:  Huntington: Darlene Palola Underhill: 

Burlington: Heidi Miller Jericho: Tom Joslin Westford: 

Charlotte: Alex Dobbs, vice-chair Milton:  Williston: Lisa Cicchetti  

Colchester: Brett McCreary Richmond:  Winooski: Ryan Lambert 

Essex: Annie Costandi, Chair Shelburne: Chris Robinson VAOT: 

Essex Junction: Chelsea Mandigo South Burlington:  Marisa 

Rorabaugh 

VANR:  

 Burlington Airport: Catie 

Calabrese & Heidi Miller of EIV 

University of VT:  Lani Ravin CCRPC Board:  

Friends of the Winooski River: Lewis Creek Assoc:  Winooski NRCD:  

Other Attendees: Dean Pierce (Basin 7 CWSP); Brian Voigt (Basin 8 CSWP) Dave Allerton – Town of St. 

Albans, July Medina-Triana– town of St. Albans, Kyle Wickings – Cornell University, Deb Heleba – UVM,  

Michele Lockart - UVM, Jill Sarazen – UVM / Sea Grant 

CCRPC Staff: Dan Albrecht, Chris Dubin, Sai Sarepalli 

 10 
Call to Order.  Chair, Annie Costandi called the meeting to order at 11:01 a.m.  11 
 12 

1. Changes to the Agenda and Public comment on items not on the agenda 13 

Appointment of two volunteers to serve on the UPWP Committee was added to the agenda. No 14 

public comments were made on items not on the agenda. 15 

 16 

2. Review & approve minutes (November 7, 2023) (ACTION) [*] 17 
• Chelsea makes motion, seconded by Chris Robinson.  Motion Passed unanimously with 18 

minor spelling corrections. 19 

3. Lawn Care and Soil Management (Information) 20 
a. Presentation by Dr. Kyle Wickings, Cornell University on soil and lawn  21 
 management 22 

• Dr. Wickings presented on Soil and Lawn Management. 23 
• Turf grasses have many benefits including CO2 sinks, erosion prevention, and 24 
anthropogenic value, but can be sources for pollution and exposure for exposure. 25 
• This study is looking at various heights and frequencies of mowing and how it results in 26 
more or less biodiversity of various types. 27 
• He showed certain best practices of turf care can increase biodiversity through a stronger 28 
and deeper root network.  One interesting point was showing that no mow may has less 29 
biodiversity than a somewhat infrequent mowing.  Take home was that mowing is actually good 30 
for biodiversity! 31 
• Further conversations were about pollutant retention like Chloride and Phosphorus were 32 
asked although this study had not necessarily looked into this stuff. 33 
• Alex Dobbs asked about haying fields as an alternative to lawncare best practices. 34 

http://www.ccrpcvt.org/meetings/clean-water-advisory-committee/
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b. Initial discussion of whether CCRPC and/or MS4s want to directly support Raise 1 
 the Blade campaign https://lawntolake.org/how-to-help/raise-the-blade/ 2 

• D. Albrecht – Karen talked with me and said is this a program that the MS4s would want 3 

to get involved in.  Some of the initial campaign was funded by the Lake Champlain 4 

Basic Program.  Is this a message that the municipalities want to get more formally 5 

involved in, finances aside? 6 

• A. Costandi – with all the rain residents were asking about when lawns would be mowed.  7 

May not be a lot of support from residents.    8 

• Kyle Wickings – trade off between height and frequency 9 

• Lani Ravin – UVM had a program that was probably too successful that we didn’t mow 10 

but people complained about too much mice, etc.  Usually lawn maintenance is the 11 

cheapest, so cost is a driver to continue the same. 12 

• B. Voight – can you demonstrate a cost savings for mowing less frequency? 13 

 14 

4. Update on operations of Clean Water Service Providers for Basins 5, 7 and 8 15 
(Information) 16 

a. Basin 8 (Brian Voigt, CVRPC) 17 

• Currently taking project proposals for another 1.5 weeks, should receive 3-5 proposals.   18 

Pre-qualifying engineering and construction services w/good response rate. 19 

b. Basin 7 (Dean Pierce, NRPC) 20 

• Had a deadline after the last CWAC meeting but received no applications.  Some are waiting 21 

until next round Feb. 7th  Also working on pre-qualifying contractors.  Deadline is passed and 22 

currently ranking them.  Helping people understand newish requirements around cultural 23 

resource impacts to potential project locations.  Getting ready for discussions of operations 24 

and maintenance, and officially adopting projects to then get credit. 25 

c. Basin 5 (Dan Albrecht, CCRPC) 26 
• Just awarded a project to UVM Horticulture farm for Dam removal project.  CWSP is 27 

contributing at a set cost per Kg of P consistent with our estimated average cost.  UVM is 28 

paying for the rest of the project.  Basin 5 is moving towards a rolling application process to 29 

make things more efficient. 30 

5. Updates by staff, Updates by members and guests 31 
• Dan Albrecht – we need 2 members for the UPWP committee.  Ryan Lambert volunteered via 32 

email earlier to him.  Annie Costandi then volunteered. 33 

• Chris provided updates on an upcoming Road Foremen’s meetings, as well as assistance for grant 34 

programs due soon. 35 

• Dan provided an update for the UPWP solicitation process. 36 

 37 

6. Agenda items, 1/2 meeting: Raise the Blade, Basin 5 TBP communications process 38 
 39 
7. Adjournment The meeting was adjourned at 12:18 pm by the Chair. 40 
 41 
 42 

Respectfully submitted, Chris Dubin and Dan Albrecht 43 
 44 
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