
 

 

 CHITTENDEN COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 1 
CLEAN WATER ADVISORY COMMITTEE – DRAFT MINUTES 2 

 3 
DATE:   Tuesday, January 2nd, 2024 4 
SCHEDULED TIME: 11 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 5 
PLACE:  online via Zoom 6 
DOCUMENTS:   Minutes, documents, and presentations discussed accessible at:  7 

http://www.ccrpcvt.org/meetings/clean-water-advisory-committee/ 8 
 9 

Committee Members in Attendance (all online unless otherwise noted) 
Bolton:  Hinesburg:  Merrily Lovell St. George:  

Buels Gore:  Huntington: Darlene Paloma Underhill: 

Burlington: James Sherrard Jericho: Westford: 

Charlotte: Alex Dobbs (Vice-

Chair) 

Milton:  Williston: Lisa Cichetti 

Colchester: Brett McCreary Richmond: Keith Oborne Winooski: Ryan Lambert 

Essex:  Shelburne: Chris Robinson VAOT: Jen Callahan 

Essex Junction: Chelsea Mandigo South Burlington: Marisa 

Rorabaugh 

VANR:  

  University of VT: Lani Ravin CCRPC Board:  

Burlington Int’l Airport: Catie 

Calabrese (EIV), Heidi Miller 

(EIV) 

  

Friends of the Winooski River: Lewis Creek Assoc:  Winooski NRCD:  

Other Attendees:  Jill Sarazen, LCSG/DEC; Dean Pierce, NRPC; Brian Voight, CVRPC; Keith Fritschie, DEC; 

Karen Bates, DEC; Branden Martin, Stone Environmental 

CCRPC Staff: Dan Albrecht, Chris Dubin, Sarah Muskin 

 10 
1. Call to Order.  In the absence of the chair and co-chair, members agreed to have Dan Albrecht 11 

facilitate the meeting. 12 
 13 
2. Changes to the Agenda and public comments on items not on the agenda No changes to the 14 

agenda, no public comments. 15 
 16 
3. Review and action on draft minutes of December 5th, 2023.   Dan reviewed the minutes from the 17 

December meeting.  James S. moved to approve the December meeting minutes.  K. Oborne seconded.  18 
Motion passed.   19 
 20 

4. Lawn Care and Soil Management (Information) - Continued discussion whether CCRPC, select 21 
towns and/or MS4s want to directly support  Raise the Blade campaign https://lawntolake.org/how-22 
to-help/raise-the-blade 23 
• Dan recapped the presentation from the Cornell lawn care research project. 24 
Karen Bates led this discussion. 25 
▪ Has been working on the issue of residential lawn care for the last 20 years often in partnership 26 

with the Lake Champlain Basin Program. That initial messaging was the “Don’t P on your lawn” 27 
campaign, now we are adding messaging on “Raise the Blade.” Like that first message it needs to 28 
be simple and repeatable. 29 

▪ She asked if MS4s can add this to their messaging.  Dan Albrecht noted that the need goes beyond 30 
the MS4s because residential lawn care is part of the non-regulatory or voluntary sector. 31 
Therefore, the messaging can and should go beyond the MS4s. 32 

• Karen Bates– this is just only one approach of many efforts, but it may require better messaging. 33 
• What practice does the group think will be best adopted?  Our decision was that most people will 34 

still want a lawn but may support raising their blade. 35 

http://www.ccrpcvt.org/meetings/clean-water-advisory-committee/
https://lawntolake.org/how-to-help/raise-the-blade
https://lawntolake.org/how-to-help/raise-the-blade
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• Could the CWAC look at the steps of the campaign?  Maybe put out through the rethink runoff 1 
campaign? 2 

• Dan Albrecht – There is no reason we couldn’t.  But do individual municipalities want to promote 3 
this? 4 

• Merrily Lovell– we do have a poster at the town hall.  Someone also came to speak at the 5 
selectboard.  6 

• Karen – Shelburne supported it as well.  Including Charlotte and South Burlington 7 
▪ These were all asked via selectboard. 8 
• Dan Albrecht – I can do some outreach, or should this really be my role? 9 
• Karen Bates – If there were efforts, we would reach out.   10 
• Karen Bates asked Chris Robinson of Shelburne – how did these outreach efforts go? 11 
• C. Robinson - I haven’t really supported any of it.  We just have so much in our town to deal with 12 

from a regulatory perspective that it is not a focus. 13 
• Dan Albrecht– benefit of expanding this outreach outside of the MS4 towns. 14 
• C. Robinson - this could be a state level campaign.   15 
• Karen Bates– messaging works well at lowest organizational level. We don’t want any members to 16 

have to work more, just don’t work in conflict. 17 
 18 
5. Update to Basin 5 TBP: discussion of best communications processes 19 

Karen Bates led this discussion. 20 
• We are working to update the plan now. Just starting the public planning process now 21 
• The final draft is out in June with adoption planned for late fall. 22 
• The document is a watershed management plan, but Basin 5 consists of many small watersheds 23 

all draining directly into Lake Champlain. Sometimes these micro watersheds are quite small – it 24 
may enhance participation if we work on messaging at these smaller geographies. 25 

• Communication plan – we are looking for assistance in distributing the message.   26 
• We are hoping to help people understand how we clean the lake, and also protect what we have 27 

that is healthy. 28 
• We want the public to help implement practices by supporting agencies and resources for their 29 

areas. 30 
• We will have various communication methods, with story maps, pdfs, printouts, Facebook, 31 

Instagram, Front Porch Forum, etc. 32 
• Karen Bates– what would the towns be willing to do to help push this information out?  Should 33 

we push it out through Dan?  We would love to keep track of the output so we can understand 34 
how it is effective. 35 

• Dan Albrecht – Email various outreach methods/scales to me and I can forward it on to the 36 
municipal contacts.  Once the survey and story map are live, we could do some posts.   37 

• Karen Bates- I can be part of the planning process and talk to towns. 38 
 39 
[ Vice-Chair Alex Dobbs chaired the meeting from here on out.] 40 
 41 

6. Update on operations of Clean Water Service Providers for Basins 5, 7 and 8  42 
  Basin 8 (Brian Voigt, CVRPC) 43 

• Just closed a round of prequalification.  Received 8 prequalified applicants – only engineering services 44 
only though, no construction firms. 45 
• Closed a project solicitation round in early December.  BWQC will meet in a couple weeks and make 46 
a decision on funding for the 5 projects proposed.  We will have a better idea of projects in a couple of 47 
months. 48 

  Basin 7 (Dean Pierce, NRPC)  49 
• Working on pre-qualification lists. 50 
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• Commenting on policy documents (guidance) as they impact CWSP/BWQC work, specifically 1 
operations and maintenance and potential adoption of projects.   2 
• Lamoille basin's next funding round ends mid-March.  Will then score and Council will review 3 
applications. 4 
• Been involved in CWSP summit planning. There is a big focus on getting the message out. 5 

 Basin 5 (Dan Albrecht, CCRPC) 6 
• Switched to a rolling application process where applicants can apply each month.  Will make things 7 
much more efficient.  Applications still need to be voted on by the BWQC. 8 
• We got rid of the pre-application process. Applicants are still encouraged to speak with me or with 9 
Karen Bates beforehand to get feedback. 10 
• Chris Dubin and I have just started a round of video meetings with pre-qualified project managers and 11 
town contacts to build awareness of the CSWP and for us to know what projects that group or town has 12 
in their hopper that may be submitted to us. We are trying to build better partnerships.   13 
• Most recently, the Council approved a construction project at the UVM horticulture farm (dam 14 
removal).  UVM has its own money but we are paying to ‘adopt’ the P reduction from the floodplain 15 
reconnection element of the project.  This will result in 3.6 kg.  We are contributing at a rate of 16 
$15,000/kg for a total of $54,000.  UVM will likely take care of the O&M. 17 

 18 
8. Updates by staff, members, guests. 19 
• Chris Dubin– UPWP applications are due Jan 19th.  We plan to conduct Road Erosion Inventories 20 

(REI) this coming summer in several towns.  Chris spoke about some minor changes to the REI process, 21 

as well as an update to Grants in Aid funding. If towns are interested in having the REI conducted this 22 

summer reach out to Chris. 23 

9. February 6th agenda, t.b.d 24 

• Dan Albrecht – as of now I don’t have anything so we may not necessarily need to meet.   25 
• Alex D.  Things got a bit spread out last year and maybe we shouldn’t be so cancel-happy and try 26 
to still have meetings. 27 
• Albrecht concurred. At minimum, we can get updates on various issues. 28 
 29 
10. Adjournment  30 
 31 
• Alex D adjourned the meeting. 32 
 33 

Respectfully submitted, Chris Dubin and Dan Albrecht 34 
 35 


