
 

 
In accordance with provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, the CCRPC will ensure public meeting sites 
are accessible to all people.  Requests for free interpretive or translation services, assistive devices, or other requested 
accommodations, should be made to Emma Vaughn, CCRPC Title VI Coordinator, at 802-846-4490 ext 121 or 
evaughn@ccrpcvt.org, no later than 3 business days prior to the meeting for which services are requested. 

 Planning Advisory Committee Agenda 
 

Wednesday, May 8, 2024 
2:30pm to 4:00pm  

 

Meeting will be in person only at: 
CCRPC Main Conference Room 
110 West Canal Street, Suite 202 

Winooski, VT 05404 
 

Agenda  
 

2:30 Welcome and Introductions, Paul Conner 

2:31 Approval of April 10, 2024 Minutes*  

2:32 Implementing the HOME Act, Paul Conner, Matt Boulanger, Alex Weinhagen, Cathyann LaRose, Chris Yuen 

Since Act 47 passed in June 2023, several of our municipalities have proposed or adopted bylaw amendments 
to comply with the new requirements of 24 V.S.A. Chapter 117. As a panel, municipal planners will share any 
challenges / opportunities Act 47 presented in terms of integrating with existing bylaws, notable themes 
during the adoption process, any unresolved issues, and small judgment calls and refinements that are 
proposed as offshoots of HOME Act compliance. General PAC member discussion / Q&A will follow. 

3:30 Legislative Update, CCRPC Staff 

3:45 Long-Range Planning Committee, PAC Rep, Taylor Newton 

  A PAC representative is needed on the Long-Range Planning Committee (LRPC). The LRPC guides the 
development of the ECOS Plan. Monthly meetings are the second Tuesday of each month at 5:30 PM. 
Meetings are hybrid.  

3:47 Members Items Open Forum, Members 

If anyone has anything they’d like to bring up with the group, please do so.  

3:55 Other Business 

1. ECOS Plan Update. CCRPC has delayed adoption of ECOS Plan until June 2025. CCRPC staff will spend 
early 2024 doing engagement specifically with underrepresented communities on the draft ECOS Plan. 
Staff will also spend the first half of 2024 working on developing municipal housing targets and updates 
to the regional future land use maps.  

2. Regional Act 250/Section 248 Projects on the Horizon - Please email Taylor and Darren information 
about projects on the horizon. 

4:00  Adjourn 

* = Attachment 
  
NEXT MEETINGS:  
Here are the future PAC meetings so you can hold the time in your calendars. Just keep in mind that sometimes we 
have to adjust these dates for various reasons:  
June 12, 2024 at 2:30 PM hybrid – Housing Targets Methodology, LEAP data 
July 10, 2024 at 2:30 PM in-person – Municipal presentation 
August 14, 2024 in-person – Municipal presentation 

mailto:evaughn@ccrpcvt.org


                                                                                                              

CHITTENDEN COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 1 
PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE (PAC) - MINUTES 2 

 3 
DATE:  Wednesday, April 10, 2024 4 
TIME:  2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 5 
PLACE: 110 W Canal Street; #202; Winooski VT 05404  6 
 7 

Members Present: 
Cymone Bedford, Milton 
Aaron DeNamur, Shelburne 
Eric Vorwald, Winooski 
Larry Lewack, Charlotte 
Chris Yuen, Essex Junction 
Paul Conner, South Burlington 
Adam Argo, Huntington 
Katherine Sonnick, Essex 
Joss Besse, Bolton 
 
Guests 

Colleen Miller, DEC 

Madeline Russell, DEC 

Kevin Burke, DEC 

Brian Voigt, CVRPC 

Dean Pierce, NRPC 

Caroline Paske, VEM 

 

Staff: 
Taylor Newton, Planning Program Manager 

Sarah Muskin, Planner 

Darren Schibler, Senior Planner 
Melanie Needle, Senior Planner 
Dan Albrecht, Senior Planner 

Eleni Churchill, Transportation Program Manager 

Christine Forde, Senior Planner 

 

1. Welcome and Introductions 8 
   P.Conner called the meeting to order at 2:32 p.m and facilitated introductions. 9 
 10 
2. Approval of February 14, 2024 Minutes 11 
E. Vorwald made a motion to approve the prior meeting’s minutes. Seconded by A.DeNamur. No further 12 

discussion. The motion passed unanimously.  13 

 14 

3. FY25 CCRPC Unified Planning Work Program 15 

T.Newton reviewed the Annual Work Plan (UPWP) and PACs role in the process. T.Newton requested PAC 16 
input on the UPWP and shared the most recent draft, highlighting the new Land Use projects. He noted that every 17 
municipality will be receiving updated energy targets (municipalities are not under obligation to immediately 18 
update plans). P.Conner clarified that enhanced energy plans will remain current until renewal date.  19 
 20 
4. ARPA 3-Acre Permit Obtainment Assistance Program  21 

M.Russell introduced herself and her role. She introduced the Permit Obtainment Assistance (POA) program. She 22 
gave an overview of why we manage stormwater and introduced “Best Management Practices,” Act 64, and how 23 
sites know if they are 3-acre sites. M.Russell clarified that she is with the funding department, but K.Burke is 24 
from the regulatory department in case there are questions. She shared additional details about the POA program. 25 
The POA program can fund sites up to $49,999 for engineering and permit review fees. Sites are strongly 26 
encouraged to apply before September 30,2024. Funded permits must be obtained by August 2026. 27 
 28 
P.Conner clarified that permit fees are specifically for state permits and cannot be used for local permits.  29 
 30 
M.Russell then reviewed what sites are not eligible to apply for the POA funding (state & federally owned 31 
properties, big businesses, MS4 communities, etc.). She asked PAC to spread the word- there are 343 sites in 32 
Chittenden County, but only 28 have applied to the program. She clarified that sites can be at any step in the 33 
process (even those who have obtained their 3-acre permit can still apply for this funding).  34 
 35 
D.Albrecht asked what the date is for “costs being incurred by an engineer” to be reimbursed. M.Russell 36 
responded that POA would need to be invoiced by August 2026. D.Albrecht asked if there are any safeguards to 37 
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protect the $30,000 to make sure engineers don’t overcharge. M.Russell said there is some quality control 1 
engineers on the DEC team. 2 
 3 
5. Clean Water Service Provider (CWSP) Update  4 
B.Voigt shared information about the Winooski River Basin Watershed and the Clean Water Service Provider 5 
(CWSP) Formula Grant program operated by the Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission (CVRPC). He 6 
reviewed previous projects and progress. He shared members of the Basin Water Quality Council (BWQC) and 7 
their meeting time. There is currently a funding round open. T.Newton clarified that the funding is for non-8 
regulatory phosphorus reduction projects. B.Voigt shared the project scoring methodology and the list of pre-9 
qualified implementors and engineers. He requested information about new potential partners and shared his 10 
contact information. B.Voigt said there are currently no Chittenden County Projects funded, but he is meeting 11 
with Huntington about a potential project.  12 
 13 
D.Pierce is the CWSP for the Lamoille Basin (and the Missisquoi Bay Basin).  He also shared his BWQC 14 
members, and their BWQC and application schedule. He addressed the fact that multiple projects are needed to 15 
meet their p-reduction goals. D.Pierce shared that there are no projects in Chittenden County yet, except one 16 
Jericho project has been approved, but the management is in flux.  17 
 18 
D.Albrecht shared that Basin 5 consists of all the direct to lake discharges in between the big basins. He shared a 19 
list of BWQC members. He stated that in Basin 5 there are a lot of MS4s so it is harder to find non-regulatory 20 
projects. D.Albrect shared the projects that are funded. D.Albrecht highlighted that towns can be recipients of this 21 
funding (noted that the towns deal with regulatory projects, but is hoping for interest). He emphasized the need 22 
for projects. D.Schibler suggested speaking with conservation committees. D.Albrect said that old farms are ripe 23 
for this type of work. P.Conner asked if VT Land Trust or other Tree Planting projects are eligible? The answer 24 
was yes. 25 
 26 
6. Implementing Local Hazard Mitigation Plans 27 
D.Albrecht shared the Multi-Jurisdictional All Hazard Mitigation Plan Annexes and told PAC members that he 28 
will be requesting information from towns for reporting on plan progress. 29 
 30 
C.Paske shared that the State has a lot of funding available for Hazard Mitigation Projects. She highlighted the 31 
date of June 21 as the intake deadline for this funding. Resources on the VEM website were shared on details of 32 
eligible projects. C.Forde asked about the cost-benefit analysis element. C.Paske shared that some buyouts do not 33 
need to go through the benefit cost analysis, but some planning projects are ineligible based on the cost-benefit 34 
analysis.  35 
 36 
D.Schibler shared a project that might be a good potential fit for HMGP funding in Bolton on the Access Road. 37 
D.Albrecht shared a couple projects that might be eligible in Milton. D.Schibler shared that Huntington has done 38 
buyouts in the past. C.Paske said she is focusing on the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, but there is also BRIC 39 
(a FEMA grant program that happens annually- usually in the Fall or Winter). She suggested that if PAC 40 
members have an idea they should reach out to her now. She said there are a lot of pots of money out there that 41 
can be confusing and VEM will help them through the process. 42 
 43 
T.Newton shared that CCRPC does have VEM Planning Grants every year that will allow CCRPC to write grants 44 
for municipalities. 45 
 46 
7. BE Home Bill Local Zoning Changes 47 
T.Newton said that the Senate is going to combine H.687 and S.311 into one bill. CCRPC sees S.311 as short 48 
term fixes, but H.687 is a longer term reform effort and they are both needed.  49 
 50 
8. Members Items Open Forum 51 
T.Newton called for members items.  52 
 53 
9. Other Business 54 
1. ECOS Plan Update. CCRPC has delayed adoption of ECOS Plan until June 2025. CCRPC staff will spend 55 
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early 2024 doing engagement specifically with underrepresented communities on the draft ECOS Plan. 1 
S.Muskin and T.Newton shared a bit of an update on how engagement has been going. Staff will also spend 2 
the first half of 2024 working on developing municipal housing targets and updates to the regional future land 3 
use maps.  4 

2. Housing Targets Update. Staff and the PAC working group continue to make progress and should be ready 5 
to present a draft methodology at the May PAC meeting. 6 

3. PAC 2024 Meeting Calendar. Staff reviewed the PAC calendar for 2024. T.Newton requested feedback on 7 
educational topics. 8 

4. Community Tree Planting Grants. Applications are now open for the statewide CTPG Program, which 9 
offers grants between $5,000-$75,000 to support tree planting in urban areas that advance equity. 10 

5. Regional Act 250/Section 248 Projects on the Horizon - Please email Taylor and Darren information about 11 
projects on the horizon. 12 

 13 
T.Newton adjourned the meeting at 4:04 pm. 14 
 15 
Respectfully submitted, Sarah Muskin.  16 

https://vtcommunityforestry.org/municipal-assistance/financial-assistance/community-tree-planting-grants
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