
 CHITTENDEN COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 1 
CLEAN WATER ADVISORY COMMITTEE – APPROVED MINUTES 2 

 3 
DATE:   Tuesday, May 7th, 2024 4 
SCHEDULED TIME: 11 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 5 
PLACE:  online via Zoom 6 
DOCUMENTS:   Minutes, documents, and presentations discussed accessible at:  7 

http://www.ccrpcvt.org/meetings/clean-water-advisory-committee/ 8 
 9 

Committee Members in Attendance (all online unless otherwise noted) 
Bolton:  Hinesburg:  Merrily Lovell St. George:  
Buels Gore:  Huntington:  Underhill: 
Burlington: Eleonore Walker Jericho: Westford: 
Charlotte:  Milton: Lisa Schaeffler Williston: Lisa Cicchetti 
Colchester: Brett McCreary Richmond:  Winooski: Ryan Lambert 

Essex:  Shelburne: Shayne Geiger, Chris 
Robinson 

VAOT:  

Essex Junction: Chelsea Mandigo South Burlington: Marisa 
Rorabaugh, Dave Wheeler, 
Monika Ingalls 

VANR: Christy Witters, Samuel 
Hughes 

  University of VT: Lani Ravin  CCRPC Board: Miles Waite 
Burlington Int’l Airport: Catie 
Calabrese (EIV) 

  

Friends of the Winooski River: Lewis Creek Assoc:  Winooski NRCD:  
Other Attendees:  Jill Sarazen, LCSG/DEC; Sarah Gratz and Dean Pierce, NRPC; Brian Voigt, CVRPC; 
Andrew Heilmann – Horizons Engineering. Thomas Bryce – Hoyle Tanner; Dan Bourdeau, Geosyntec. Justin 
Rabidoux – Stantec. Will Davis, Horizons Engineering. DEC: Brodie Haenke, Terry Purcell, Keith Fritschie, 
Karen Bates, Danny Bouwens, Madeline Russell, Kevin Burke 
CCRPC Staff: Dan Albrecht, Chris Dubin, Sai Sarepalli 

 10 
1.  Call to order.  In the absence of the chair and co-chairs, Dan asked, and members concurred if it 11 

was okay if he facilitated the meeting Dan called the meeting to order and asked for any comments 12 
on the agenda.   13 

 14 
2. Changes to the Agenda and public comments on items not on the agenda No changes to the draft 15 

agenda and no public comments were received. 16 
 17 
3. Review and action on draft minutes of April 2nd, 2024   Dan reviewed the meeting minutes from 18 

April 2nd.  Miles made a motion to approve the minutes as drafted, seconded by Marisa. The motion 19 
was approved unanimously. 20 

 21 
4. ARPA 3-Acre Permit Obtainment Assistance Program (DEC) 22 

The 2020 Vermont Stormwater General Permit 3-9050 required existing developments with 3 or more 23 
acres of impervious surface to obtain state stormwater permits. ARPA funding for design and permitting 24 
is now available to eligible 3-acre sites seeking to obtain Three-Acre Permit coverage. 25 
 26 

 Madeline Russell gave a presentation on the 3-Acre permit obtainment assistance (POA) 27 
program (see attached) 28 

 Act 64 – all in for clean water. 29 
 POA program is to help sites acquire a 3 acre permit.   30 
 Designs for these sites are expensive.  And this program provides support for design phase and 31 

with permit fees, but not construction. 32 

http://www.ccrpcvt.org/meetings/clean-water-advisory-committee/
https://anr.vermont.gov/special-topics/arpa-vermont/treating-stormwater-runoff#POA
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 Per ARPA guidelines – money needs to be spent by September 2026.  Applications are due 1 
September 30th, 2024. 2 

 Certain properties are not eligible – see presentation. 3 
 Looking to spread the word about this program. 287 sites in Chittenden County but only 36 have 4 

applied. 5 
 No preliminary steps need to be taken before application. 6 
 Maddie Russell would be the main contact on this program. 7 
 Dan A – Q for towns – some of you all are co-permitees on some of these sites – have you applied 8 

yet?  How is it going? 9 
 Brett M –  (Colchester) we have done all of our initial NOIs and are in the process of final design 10 

on most sites.  We haven’t applied for this funding but plan on it. 11 
 Chelsea – Essex Junction doesn’t have any such sites. 12 
 Marisa – South Burlington has joint permits, but not exactly sure on the status.  12 co-permitees, 13 

but there could be more. 14 
 Chris Robinson – (Shelburne) – We have a few. 15 
 Ryan L (Winooski) – is the NOI the required devlierable if this funding is used, or post evaluation 16 

an alternate way to apply to be taken?  What happens if we were to just incorporate a property 17 
into our MS4 permit 18 

 Maddie Russell – yes, there are “off ramps” that will fund engineering up to that point. 19 
 Eleanore (Burlington) – we have 3 sites. 20 
 Dave Wheeler (South Burlington) – we have expired permits in impaired watersheds that are less 21 

than 3 acres.  So, they have to meet the same requirements, but they aren’t eligible.  Could they 22 
be, especially if we aren’t seeing enough applications come in? 23 

 Maddie R – can’t assist right now. For those types of sites we are pushing people towards the 24 
Clean Water Revolving Loan Fund. 25 

 26 
5. How to prevent your town from being designated as an MS-4? (DEC) 27 

Currently, nine cities & towns in Chittenden County are designated as Municipal Separate Storm 28 
Sewer System (MS4) permitees. Christy Witters presented as follows (see attached) 29 

 Christy walked through the 4 paths for designation.   30 
 Evaluation would be the most common path for non-ms4 communities. 31 
 Automatically designated through population – in Chittenden County. 32 
 Evaluation criteria includes, but are not limited to, discharge to certain waterways, extent of 33 

impervious that is already regulated, population of at least 8,000, and other criteria. 34 
 Dan A – what was the reason for the MS4 designations  of the 9 towns in Chittenden County? 35 
 Christy – because dense urbanized area.   36 
 Dan A – are there any streams that are in danger of becoming designated as impaired? 37 
 Dan A – are there any other municipalities that many get triggered due to just population growth? 38 
 Christy – I don’t know – I haven’t looked recently. 39 
 Karen B – Allen Brook in Milton is a good example of where a brook was degraded and the 40 

sources are urban, but Milton ultimately became an MS4 for another reason.   41 
 Merrily L – if the LaPlatte is deemed too polluted – what is going to happen? 42 
 Christy W – we have other permits like the 3 acre permit, the MRGP, and some others – 43 

additional WQ remediation plans could be put into place maybe outside of the stormwater 44 
program.   45 

 Karen Bates – The LaPlatte is impaired for a lot of reasons, but mainly Ag.  We do a lot of water 46 
sampling to better understand things. 47 

  48 

https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/stormwater/permit-information-applications-fees/ms4-permit
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 1 
6. Water quality projects in draft FY25 Unified Planning Work Program (see pp. 31-32) 2 

Dan gave an update of the new water quality projects proposed for funding in the FY25 UPWP. The 3 
CCRPC Board will vote on the UPWP at its mid-May meeting. 4 

 5 

7. Operations of Clean Water Service Providers for Basins 5, 7 and 8  6 

 Brian Voigt – Winooski Basin.  Call for proposals open that closes in a couple days.  Met with 7 
folks with Huntington representatives to identify potential projects. 8 

 Dean Pierce – Lamoille Basin.  Council meeting on April 3rd in which we reviewed and approved 9 
3 projects.  Another round of applications are due this Thursday.  Dean gave a quick recap of the 10 
Clean Water Service Provider Summit.   11 

 Dan Albrecht – Basin 5 (direct to lake) – Rolling applications accepted monthly.  Final design for 12 
Georgia gully project is wrapping up and the archeo field investigation found nothing critical.  13 
McCabes Brook final design will wrap up in the spring as well as the Mill River ro.  UVM hort 14 
farm will go to construction soon.  Investigatory work at Colchester pond parking area is 15 
complete.  Grant process is very iterative and less so competitive.   16 

 17 

8. Updates by staff, members and guests. 18 

 Chris gave a quick update on planned REI’s for this summer, as well as Grants in Aid funding.   19 

 20 
 21 
10. Adjournment  22 
 23 
 Dan adjourned the meeting at 12:08. 24 
 25 

Respectfully submitted, Chris Dubin and Dan Albrecht 26 
 27 

https://www.ccrpcvt.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Item4a_FY25_DRAFT_UPWP1.pdf

