
  

Basin Coverage & Planning Cycle 
 A Tactical Basin Plan (TBP) is prepared for each 

watershed 

 There are 15 planning watersheds in VT  

 Each TBP is updated every 5 years 

Role of Tactical Basin Plans 
Tactical basin plans describe the projects or actions needed to 
protect or restore specific waters and identify appropriate funding 
sources to complete the work, based on monitoring and 
assessment data.  Since tactical basin plans will guide watershed 
work supported by the Agency of Natural Resources, the issues 
identified in these plans are the ones that Agency will prioritized 
for management attention and funding. 

2024 Basin 5 Tactical Basin Plan 
Copies of the draft plan may be obtained on-line at 
https://bit.ly/2xQ4nsm or by requesting a copy from Karen Bates 
by email at karen.bates@Vermont.gov or (802) 490-6144.  

Comments should be directed by email to 
Karen.Bates@Vermont.gov or by mail to Karen Bates, Basin 5 
Comments, DEC, 111 West Street, Essex Junction, Vt. Comments 
should be postmarked or sent through email by the end of the 
business day (4:30 pm) on October 24, 2024. Comments received 
by this date will be addressed in a responsiveness summary.  See 
Basin 5 website for meetings and links to the draft:  

 

Northern Lake Champlain Direct Drainages (Basin 5)  
Vermont Tactical 
Basin Planning 

https://bit.ly/2xQ4nsm
mailto:karen.bates@Vermont.gov
mailto:Karen.Bates@Vermont.gov
https://dec.vermont.gov/water-investment/watershed-planning/basins-and-planners/basin5


Summary of Basin 5 Strategies for Surface Water Conservation and Restoration  

 Focus Areas Priority Strategies 

A
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Mud Creek, St. Albans Bay and Swanton 
shoreline, Jewett Brook, Lake 
Champlain, LaPlatte River, Hoisington 
Brook, and HUC 12 watersheds with 
lagging TMDL reduction targets (Figure 
30) 

 Support nutrient management planning (NMP). 

 Target field Best Management Practice implementation.  

 Support case manager models, conservation equipment programs, soil health 
assessments, and farmer participation in whole farm assessment program. 

 Coordinate with agricultural service providers to provide trainings and track 
progress. 

 Identify and implement CWSP Formula grant-eligible projects on non-RAP 
farms 
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Public swimming access and public 

water system inlet point watersheds 

and other DEC-identified regions 

 Develop, design, and implement stormwater management Stormwater 
Master Plans, stormwater mapping reports, or other assessments.  

 Support landowners in meeting three-acre general permit requirements. 

 Promote social marketing-based programs and technical assistance to 
facilitate adoption of residential stormwater management.  

 Assist road crews and contractors in adopting winter ice management that 

results in reduced use of Chlorides (also below) 
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Hydrologically connected road 
segments 
 

 Assist municipalities in updating Road Erosion Inventory (REI) and prioritizing 
and implementing roads projects to meet the Municipal Roads General 
Permit. 

 Pilot a GIS road segmentation and private REI methodology to identify, 
prioritize, develop, and implement private road restoration projects. 

W
aste

w
ater 

Hinesburg, South Burlington 

Villages in Ferrisburgh, Georgia, St. 
Albans Town, South Hero  
 
Lake Iroquois, Lake Champlain Islands 
and Northeast Arm, Town Farm Bay, 
Champlain Islands 

 Support municipalities addressing wastewater treatment facility permit 
requirements.  
 

 Provide technical assistance and funding to towns interested in exploring and 
implementing village wastewater systems and septic replacement. 
 

 Promote septic system maintenance in communities. 
R

ive
rs 

Projects identified in Stream 
Geomorphic Assessments and Basin 
wide 
 
 

 Identify and implement river corridor restoration and protection projects  

 Enhance riparian buffers establishment of woody vegetation. 

 Pilot the identification, development, and implementation of low-tech, 
process-based restoration projects to improve stream equilibrium. 

 Support municipalities in updating flood hazard bylaws and considering 
adoption of river corridor protections with new Federal Emergency 
Management Agency maps. 

 Scope, develop, and implement priority culvert upgrade and dam removal 
projects. 

 Encourage riparian stewardship through established social marketing 
campaigns, e.g., Stream Wise. 

 

https://streamwisechamplain.org/


 Focus Areas Priority Strategies 

Lakes 

Grand Isle County, Lake Champlain 
shoreline, Northeast arm, Malletts Bay, 
Town Farm Bay, Lake Iroquois, and 
other areas with community support 
and water quality threats 

 Support Lake Wise assessments and development of Lake Watershed Action 
Plans 

 Develop and implement priority projects identified during Lake Wise or Lake 
Watershed Action Plan assessment.  

 Maintain and build the capacity for existing aquatic invasive species 
management and prevention programs.  

W
etlan

d
s 

Class I wetland candidates, VRAM-
assessed wetlands, RCPP-identified 
wetland restoration priorities 

 Support wetland restoration and conservation, especially for 10-50-acre 
projects.  

 Publicizing updated wetland mapping and support local efforts to support 
reclassification. 

Fo
rests 

State lands, town forests, high 
phosphorus loading watersheds in 
Phase II TBP plan including Mill River, 
Malletts Creek, LaPlatte River and 
Drinking water Source Protection Areas 

 Support forest road inventories and implement priority projects on state, 
municipal, and potentially private lands. 

 Identify and implement feasible forest erosion projects identified with 
emerging forest erosion mapping tools. 

 Increase the use of skidder bridges.  

 Assist interested landowners with forest conservation and Use Value 
Appraisal enrollment.  

Protection through Management Goals - The state protects lakes, wetlands, and rivers by establishing and 

supporting surface water management goals. Tactical Basin Plans (TBPs) identify surface waters that 

consistently attain a higher level of quality and value based on physical, chemical, and biological criteria. These 

waters are prioritized for reclassification or designation. Wetlands for Class 1 considerations and Streams for 

Class B(1) consideration. 
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