
Burlington New North End Sidewalks- Local Concerns Meeting  
Meeting Notes 

June 24, 2024 – 5:30-7:00 PM 
Hunt Middle School | 1364 North Avenue | Burlington, VT 05408 

 

 

Attendees: 
In Person:
Alyssa Smith (Hoyle Tanner) 
Todd Sumner (Hoyle Tanner) 
Maddy Suender (City of 
Burlington) 
Phillip Peterson (City of 
Burlington)  
Christine Ford (CCRPC) 
Johanna Prince 
John Carbs 

Jim Moody 
Patrica Crowley 
Emily Canter 
Susan Hoxie 
Suzy Haas 
Tim Looney 
Linda Looney 
Richard Yee 
Christa Carter 

Keegan Carter 
Mary Harkin 
Elaine Riley 
Gabriel Courage 
Holly Courage 
Colin Burch 
Stef Burch

Purpose: 
The purpose of this meeting was to solicit public input, comments and concerns regarding the 
installation of new sidewalks and/or pedestrian improvements on Stanbury, Green Acres, Cottage Grove 
and a portion of Loaldo. 

Overview: 
A. Smith introduces Hoyle Tanner and begins slide presentation. Highlighted streets under consideration 
(Stanbury Road, Green Acres Drive, Cottage Grove Drive and Loaldo Drive). Scoping Report Schedule. 
Photos of existing challenges and complications to installing sidewalks. Photos of typical sidewalks in the 
area. Photos specific to Stanbury, Green Acres and Cottage Grove/Loaldo. A slide regarding proposed 
Stanbury Road Pedestrian Zone. 

Discussion: 

Pilot Pedestrian Zone on Stanbury R0ad 
P. Peterson discussed the temporary pedestrian area for Stanbury Road until Nov. 1st and potential for 
long term insight. Noting that current parking utilization is roughly 5%, therefore reduced parking from 
this change is not an issue. 
 
QUESTIONS/ COMMENTS CONCERNS: 

 Resident: Has this option been considered for other roadways in the area. 
 

 Resident: 25 mph is too fast for the pedestrian zone and other streets, we suggest 15 mph. 
- P. Peterson: the state minimum is 25 mph outside of downtown designated areas. 

 

 Resident: Not having sidewalks beside the street in winter is treacherous. You often end up 
walking/falling in snow and ice.  
- A. Smith: A dedicated sidewalk would be maintained to prevent this.  

 

 Resident: Regarding the 8ft temporary pedestrian area, there are numerous locations where 
drainage is not adequate and standing water can reduce the effective width of that section.  
- P. Peterson: getting into the drainage can get very costly. 
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 Resident: Pedestrians and bikers are funneled into the roadway. A roadway with increased 
traffic from people avoiding speedbumps. A lane like this on the East side of Stanbury would 
offer a potentially easier solution than sidewalks. 

 

 Resident:  Can you propose speedbumps that were previously voted down (same for Green 
Acres).  

 

 Resident: Are these decision uniform and different by street? 
- T. Sumner: No, they are site specific. 

 

 Resident (Green Acres intersection with Cottage Grove): I have witnessed two accidents in the 
last 10 years at my intersection. They both involved young boys on bikes being hit by motorists. 

Stanbury Road 
 
QUESTIONS/ COMMENTS CONCERNS: 

 Resident: It is hard to comment without knowing the full range of possibles. 
- A. Smith: Options include a paved sidewalk on one or both sides of the street located either 

on the curb or offset. Bollard sections are an option, but not a focus. 
- M. Suender: It is possible to narrow the roadway in many areas, however minimum street 

widths need to be upheld to accommodate emergency vehicles. 
 

 Resident: So, these options are partially customizable. 
- T. Sumner: Yes, in terms of where the sidewalk is but not its’ size.  

 

 Drivers use Stanbury Road to avoid speed bumps on Staniford Road. 
 

 Resident: I think we need to take a holistic approach…focus on why people are using Stanbury to 
avoid the speedbumps/bad conditions on other roads. 
 

 Support for sidewalk on east side of the street 

Stanbury Road Hearing Plan Markups/Comments 
 

- Extend the current separated sidewalk on the East side of Stanbury Rd to Staniford Rd and 
add a crosswalk that connects to the existing sidewalk on the North side of Staniford Rd. 

Image: 
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Green Acres Drive 
 
QUESTIONS/ COMMENTS CONCERNS: 

 Resident: There is a significant lack of drainage, an increasing impermeable surface area will 
enhance the effects. Same for Cottage Grove.  
- T. Sumner: Moving the existing curb would likely require changes to the drainage system.  

 

 Resident: I would like to see curb bump outs and a narrowed street. Possibly cut through 
driveways to avoid more pavement or use permeable concrete. 

 

 Resident: There are many things that would be impacted by expanding a sidewalk beyond the 
current road. 

 

 Resident: A single sidewalk in the road would be great.  
 

 Resident: Does adding an off-road sidewalk use up some of the impermeable surfaces allowed in 
our lot? 
- M. Suender: No, that area is within the right of way not in individual lots. 

 

 Resident: How did the study come about? 
- M. Suender: A city-wide survey that identified these streets as potential sites for significant 

improvement.  
 

 Resident: I count the average number of cars I see driving on my walks (from Green Acres, to 
Loaldo, and then cottage). It averages 5-6 cars on my short walks (morning, lunch, and evening). 

 

 Resident: Green Acres sees large rushes at peak morning and night hours without much 
otherwise. Many use this to avoid intersections (the crazy one).  

 

 Resident: Bring back the dead-end road at Green Acres. 
 

 Resident: If it turns into a dead end, we have concerns about the impact of a potential drug 
haven as there is a “drug house” near the end of this road. 
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 Residents: Green Acres and North Ave intersection forces slow turns as there are often cars 
parked on both side of the road here.  

Green Acres Hearing Plan Markups/Comments 
- A multi-use lane is more inclusive and better maintained for bikes, pedestrians, strollers, and 

wheelchairs than a sidewalk.  
 

- All way stop signs at all intersections please! 
 

- Parking on one side, shared use lane on the other, and separation for shared use lane. +4   In my 
opinion looks better than paint too! 

 
- No sidewalk! +1 

 
- Bollards and/or planters +3 and remove parking from both sides or one side of the street. 

 
Drawn Notes: 

- Shared use lane on the South side (okay on either side) 
- Parking remains on North side 
- Periodic Speed tables 
- No parking zones close to intersections 
- Crosswalk at the intersection of Green Acres and Cottage Grove. 

 
 

Images: 

 

 
 



Burlington New North End Sidewalks - Local Concerns Meeting 
June 24, 2024 
Page 5 of 8 

 

 

 

Cottage Grove/ Loaldo Drive 
 
QUESTIONS/ COMMENTS CONCERNS: 

 Resident: I would like to not see a sidewalk built on Cottage Grove. 
 

 Resident: I disagree, I think we need a sidewalk there.  
 

 Resident: A large variety of pedestrians and large trucks avoid lights and go through this 
neighborhood…there are also people who use this street as a raceway (they can be heard at 
night). 

 

 Resident: Make Cottage Grove one way east to west, you could add a bike lane and prevent 
large trucks from using this street. 

 

 Resident: We have experienced issues with people speeding on one-ways in between stop signs 
where we previously lived. 

 

 Resident: Reducing lane size can reduce speed, one-ways plus narrowing is a cost-effective 
alternative to using sidewalks as traffic calming devices (cottage grove).  

 

 Resident: The entrance of Loaldo is constantly full (parking wise) making it very hard to turn.  
 

 There is no stop sign at the intersection of Loaldo and Cottage Grove. 
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 Is there a real concern about adding sidewalks or is it mostly just about traffic calming? I feel 
comfortable walking currently and see young families with kids doing the same. I have concerns 
about how close people will be walking by my house, how much driveway I’ll lose and lawn 
space if there is an added sidewalk. This neighborhood has a rural feel, adding sidewalks could 
take away from the original neighborhood feel many moved here for. Focus on traffic calming 
and reckless driving instead of sidewalks. 

 

 Resident: Would a sidewalk built into the street help calm traffic and retain lot space.  
 

 Resident (w/ 3 kids on Green Acres): Parking on both sides of the street is an issue (mostly from 
landscaping company on North Ave parking on our street). I vote to have a painted area on one 
side of the street (pedestrian area) and parking on the other to limit blind spots behind parked 
cars. We could survey to see how many people need street parking. 

 

 Resident: I recommend adding a physical boundary, people do not respect paint. A shared use 
“lane” area is maintained with the road and allows multiple uses of the lane (bikes, pedestrians, 
dogs) at once, a sidewalk is only enough space for one lane user. People often gather and linger 
in the sidewalk, preventing other users from passing. 

 

 Resident: Instead of plastic markers, how about temporary curbs with planters for seasonal use.  
 

 Resident: Cottage Grove Drive has areas where drainage does not work. Ponding along curb. 
 

 Resident: Suggested installing a dead end where Grey Meadow and Cottage Grove meet. 
 

Cottage Grove/Loado Drive Hearing Plan Markups/Comments 
- Bollards and/or planters +3 and remove parking from both sides or one side of the street. 

 
Drawn Notes: 

- Shared use lane on the South side that ties into the sidewalk present at Grey Meadow Dr. 
- Parking remains on North side 
- Periodic Speed tables 
- No parking zones close to intersections 
- Crosswalks at the intersection of Green Acres + Cottage Grove and Loado Dr + Cottage Grove 
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Images:  

 

 

 

 
Brief final talk about alternatives: 

- Dead end Cottage Grove Road that retains emergency vehicle use  
- Loaldo Drive to Cottage Grove: painted lines with bollards (widely supported by others). This will 

help with the intersection parking issues too. 
- Emphasize on maintaining anything that is put in place 
- Retaining mobility to a bus stop and for families recreating  

General Hearing Plan Markups/Comments 
- Have traffic studies been done to determine if sidewalks are needed? 
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- What about all the mature trees that will need to come down? Hotter … in the summer. +4 
- Runoff is bad now. Adding more concrete and removing trees will make it worse. +4 
- Many of the yards have gardens and fences that will need to be removed. +4 
- All way stop signs on all intersections of Loado, Cottage Grove, Green acres, & Grey Meadow! 
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