
 CHITTENDEN COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 1 
CLEAN WATER ADVISORY COMMITTEE – APPROVED MINUTES 2 

 3 
DATE:   Tuesday, September 3rd, 2024 4 
SCHEDULED TIME: 11 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 5 
PLACE:  online via Zoom 6 
DOCUMENTS:   Minutes, documents, and presentations discussed accessible at:  7 

http://www.ccrpcvt.org/meetings/clean-water-advisory-committee/ 8 
 9 

Committee Members in Attendance (all online unless otherwise noted) 
Bolton:  Hinesburg: Merrily Lovell St. George:  
Buels Gore:  Huntington:  Underhill: 
Burlington:  Jericho: Tom Joslin Westford: 
Charlotte:  Milton: Lisa Schaeffler, Amanda 

Costello 
Williston: Lisa Cicchetti 

Colchester:  Richmond:  Winooski: Ryan Lambert 

Essex: Annie Costandi Shelburne: Shayne Geiger VAOT: Jenn Callahan 
Essex Junction:  South Burlington: Marisa 

Rorabaugh 
VANR:  

  University of VT: Lani Ravin  CCRPC Board: Bruce Wilson 
Burlington Int’l Airport: Catie 
Calabrese (EIV) 

  

Friends of the Winooski River: 
Michele Braun 

Lewis Creek Assoc:  Winooski NRCD: Dan Koenemann 

Other Attendees:  Lauren Jenness Kneen (Lake Champlain Basin Program), Jill Sarazen (Lake 
Champlain Sea Grant / DEC), Brian Voigt (CVRPC) 
 
CCRPC Staff: Dan Albrecht, Sarah Muskin, Maya Balassa 

1. Changes to the Agenda and public comments on items not on the agenda  10 
No changes were made to the draft agenda nor were public comments provided. 11 
 12 
2. Review and action on draft minutes of July 9th, 2024    13 
S.Geiger made a motion to approve the minutes from the July 9th meeting. L.Ravin seconded. Motion 14 
carried. S.Geiger made a motion to approve the minutes from the May 7th meeting. L.Ravin seconded. 15 
D.Koenemann abstained. Motion carried.  16 
 17 
3.  Committee process items (discussion) 18 
D.Albrecht shared that the CCRPC’s Public Participation Plan includes a policy that CWAC members 19 
who are participating solely in a volunteer capacity are eligible to receive a stipend for participation in 20 
the meetings. D.Albrecht will follow up after the meeting to discuss details with CWAC members who 21 
may be eligible. 22 
 23 
D.Albrecht shared that the CWAC was created in the winter of 2015, and the CWAC began to receive 24 
funding from the state in FY2016 for tactical basin planning outreach. At its start and through early 25 
2019, the CWAC was composed of the 19 municipalities, three non-municipal MS4s and one CCRPC 26 
Board member for a total of 23 members. For FY19, DEC required that CWACs also include authorized 27 
NRCDs and watershed groups to be invited to be members and thus starting with the its February 2019 28 
meeting the CWAC expanded to add Lewis Creek Association, Friends of the Winooski River and the 29 
Winooski NRCD.  D.Albrecht suggested that the CWAC discuss this issue because a large committee 30 
size raises issues related to quorum, amongst others. He suggested that because of the CWACs history, it 31 
may be worth reconsidering the composition of the committee. Should non-municipal MS4s retain 32 
voting status?  33 
 34 

http://www.ccrpcvt.org/meetings/clean-water-advisory-committee/
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L.Ravin stated that UVM wants to maintain compliance with their MS4 permit. D.Albrecht responded 1 
that participating in the CWAC is not required but participating in MS4 Subcommittee is. M.Braun 2 
agreed that very few decisions are made in this committee and requested an explanation about the role of 3 
the CWAC in the bigger water picture. From her understanding, more happens in the MS4 meeting. 4 
D.Albrecht said that the CWAC acted for many years in part as a sounding board for DEC. He shared 5 
that the role of the committee is useful when state policies like the 3-acre permit comes up, or when 6 
CCRPC staff provides update on the MRGP program, but the rest of the work has been partitioned into 7 
CWSP or MS4 work programs. He is open to the committee doing more as well. M.Braun said she 8 
would like to be included in the meeting invites but is okay if they no longer are voting members if no 9 
decisions are being made. 10 
 11 
D.Koenemann shared that he would like to still be involved but does not need to be a voting member. 12 
 13 
B.Wilson joined the meeting and introduced himself because he will be the CCRPC board member 14 
representative.   15 
 16 
J.Callahan stated VTRANS would like to be a member, but does not need to be a voting member, as they 17 
will remain a member on the MS4 committee. C.Calabrese agrees with the VTRANS stance on the issue 18 
but would like to discuss it with the airport first before making the decision. L.Ravin agrees but wants to 19 
ensure that it doesn’t impact their minimum measures.  20 

 21 
4.  Elect Chair & Vice Chair (Action) 22 
A.Costandi emphasized that the CWAC really needs a vice-chair, and shared she is willing to remain 23 
chair. The CWAC has operated without a vice chair for a while. A.Costandi suggested that it might be 24 
helpful to have one of the 10 non-MS4 members as Vice-Chair T.Joslin would be willing to participate 25 
as Vice Chair if no one else is willing to do it. D.Albrecht and A.Costandi will email the other non-MS4s 26 
to see if anyone is interested and the CWAC will vote in October. 27 
 28 
D.Koenemann made a motion to nominate and approve A.Costandi as Chair, seconded by J.Callahan. 29 
The motion passed unanimously. 30 

 31 
5. LCDP Unified Stormwater Technical Assistance, Strategic Plan (discussion) 32 

J.Sarazen, the Green Infrastructure Collaborative Coordinator, and L. Jenness Kneen presented “Unifying 33 
Stormwater Technical Assistance Programs for Private Properties in the Lake Champlain Baisin: 34 

Project purpose: Initiative to coordinate and strengthen stormwater mitigation TA programs for residential 35 
properties. 36 

Who: working group and broader stakeholder group represented VT and NY based partners from Lake 37 
Champlain Basin 38 

Goals: 1) Educate 2) engage landowners 3) increase skill of network 4) increase capacity of network and 39 
funding.  40 

One of the outcomes is a program proposal for a standard name and protocol for technical assistance 41 
across the basin (potential name: Stormwater Site Assessment Program) 42 
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  1 

Right now, they are working to develop flexible grant programs to fund entities to conduct non-2 
regulatory property site assessments. Looking to develop 1-3 year grants of up to $40,000. The intent is 3 
to release this program in October 2026 4 

The first quarterly SSAP meeting is schedules for October 2nd, 204 pm via Teams. 5 

B.Wilson shared that he supports the branding and marketing elements that the team is working on. He 6 
requested to be added to a listserv. D.Albrecht said that if L.Kneen can share the information, he will 7 
share it with everyone on the CWAC. 8 

D.Albrecht shared that he hopes the focus of this project stays on residential property support, because the 9 
MS4s via Rethink Runoff promote general stormwater awareness and education about a variety of BMPs 10 
(e.g. dog waste, fertilizer, etc.).  He is concerned that if communication doesn’t happen carefully, it could 11 
create confusion. S.Geiger added that Rethink Runoff and Stream Team are similar enough initiatives it 12 
may make sense to carefully collaborate.  13 

 14 

6. Operations of Clean Water Service Providers for Basins 5, 7 and 8  15 

Basin 5: D.Albrecht shared that there is one project under construction right now: UVM Horticultural 16 
farm is removing a dam. Basin 5 can claim some of the phosphorus credits even though UVM is funding 17 
most of it. There is also a project that is going out to bid soon in Georgia. He also shared that there are 18 
two types of grants available right now: one for project design and one for project development. 19 

Basin 7: D.Peirce is absent. 20 

Basin 8: B.Voigt reported that there are a couple of projects in preliminary design and a couple in final 21 
design. Basin 8 is taking application on a rolling basis both for design and for implementation. The 22 
meetings are on 3rd Thursdays. He encouraged people to consider project development proposals. He 23 
shared that CVRPC staff are working with their basin planner to conduct/fund/cost-share some culvert 24 
replacement projects. 25 

 26 

7. Updates by staff, members and guests. 27 

M.Balassa introduced herself as the newest CCRPC staff member. 28 
 29 

8. October 1st meeting: potential agenda items: review & comment of Draft Basin 5 TBP 30 

Electing a vice chair and voting on committee composition will be added to the agenda. 31 
 32 

9. Adjournment  33 

A.Costandi adjourned the meeting at 12:01. 34 
Respectfully submitted, Sarah Muskin and Dan Albrecht 35 


