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Clean Water Service Provider for Northern Lake Champlain
oversees completion of two major water quality improvement projects in 2024,
more projects in the works for 2025.

Winooski, VT — The Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission (CCRPC), in its role as the Clean Water
Service Provider (CWSP) for the Northern Lake Champlain Basin recently oversaw completion of two major
projects in the fall of 2024 that reduce phosphorus runoff into Lake Champlain. The first and most significant was
the Falls Trail Gully Stabilization managed by the Town of Georgia. The second was the Horticultural Farm Stream
Restoration project managed by the University of Vermont in South Burlington. Funding for both projects came
from a Water Quality Restoration Formula Grant to the CCRPC provided by the Vermont Department of
Environmental Conservation’s (DEC) Clean Water Initiative Program.

Both projects were completed in October 2024. Decades of stormwater flow coming off the Falls Trail had created
a 100-foot-long gully eroding sediment into the watershed of the Mill River that eventually flows west to Saint
Albans Bay. The Town of Georgia designed and constructed an infiltration basin to treat this flow and armored the
gully with both gabions and stone to prevent future erosion. This project alone reduces phosphorus loading into
Lake Champlain on an annual basis by 24.12 kilograms, over half of the CWSP’s annual phosphorus target of
approximately 42 kilograms. The Stream Restoration Project on UVM’s Horticultural Farm was part of a larger
project that removed a dam damaged during the 2019 Halloween storm. The project drained the former ponds
restoring 0.74 acres of floodplain with a natural channel design and supplemental plantings thus reducing
phosphorus-loading by 3.9 kilos annually into Shelburne Bay.

Since receiving its first Formula Grant from DEC in late 2022, in addition to construction grants, the CWSP has also
worked with its Water Quality Council to fund the scoping and design of numerous other non-regulatory water
quality projects by other key partners such as the Friends of Northern Lake Champlain (FNLC), the Grand Isle
County Natural Resources Conservation District, the Town of North Hero, the Lewis Creek Association, the
Northwest Regional Planning Commission, the Town of Saint Albans and the Winooski Valley Parks District
(WVPD). Three projects are funded for construction this summer: a culvert upgrade on a town road in Saint Albans,
stormwater treatment infiltration near Mill River Road in Georgia managed by FNLC and a stream restoration
project at the Wolcott Family Natural Area managed by the WVPD.

For more information please visit www.ccrpcvt.org and https://www.ccrpcvt.org/northern-lake-champlain-cwsp/.
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