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MEETING DATE: Wednesday, May 28, 2025
MEETING TIME: 5:00 PM
HOW TO JOIN: This is a Zoom meeting.

ATTENDEES: Amjed Almullah, Mark Hughes, Omar Derzi, Mona Tolba (Interpreter), Madafar A. Jassim, Ragab
Mohamed, Lydia Diamond, Kashka Orlow, Melissa Heitkamp, Jules Wetchi, Zoraya Hightower; CCRPC Staff: Sarah
Muskin, Charlie Baker, Maya Balassa Urmila Chhetri.

1. Welcome; updates

S. Muskin welcomed everyone and started the meeting at 5:06. Sarah shared that the June meeting is planned to
be in person. S. Muskin opened the meeting with three questions for people to answer as they wish; How are
people doing? One word to describe how you are showing up today? Any news or updates to share with the group?
K. Orlow shared that she missed people and was happy to be present. A. Almullah shared that he is doing well. J.
Wetchi said he is doing well. S. Muskin shared two engagement opportunities happening in the chat: the Fair
Housing Exhibit Reception with Young Writers and the CCRPC Regional Safety Action Plan. K. Orlow asked the
group to share community opportunities with her. M. Tolba shared a community event at Dorset Park in June. J.
Wetchi shared that Africa Day is happening at One Center with speakers, free African food, and music. L. Diamond
said she sent S. Muskin the flyer and apologized for not inviting everyone. L. Diamond also shared that South
Burlington will be celebrating Juneteenth at Dorset Park with goodies, people, and lots of children. M. Hughes
shared the LAOB meeting and First Friday at the Richard Kemp Center. S. Muskin will send out all the events to the
group after the meeting.

2. CCRPC Environmental Benefits and Burdens

S. Muskin shared a presentation on CCRPC’s proposed environmental benefits and burdens analysis. She shared
the statute behind the need for a formal analysis and the parallel process happening at the state level. M. Tolba
asked where environmental justice focus population data comes from. S. Muskin shared that census data is being
used and there can be large margins are error. S. Muskin shared the methodology that CCRPC created to address
the analysis to review how benefits and burdens are distributed and how to work towards their equitable
distribution. K. Orlow asked how this information is being used and disclosed to new folks moving into Vermont. S.
Muskin shared that CCRPC is still figuring out what this information is and then we will be working to figure out how
to utilize it. K. Orlow responded with the hope that this work will be implemented and disclosed thoughtfully. C.
Baker shared that from a google search, as of 2024, sellers and rentals are required to disclose flooding issues,
flood zone information, and flood insurance. M. Tolba reiterated the lack of disclosures during home sales. M.
Tolba asked why CCRPC, and the state are doing this at the same time and duplicating efforts. S. Muskin shared
that this timing is unfortunate due to CCRPC needing to move quicker to get the regional plan approved.

3. Work completed so far

S. Muskin shared the work that CCRPC staff has completed so far to move the benefits and burdens analysis
forward. S. Muskin shared that staff mapped environmental justice focus populations and identified nine key
environmental benefits and burdens most likely to be impacted by planning work. M. Hughes shared that the
process seems redundant in that this should be incorporated into zoning and not laid beside it. S. Muskin
responded that this is newly required and will influence all regional and municipal plan moving forward to be
approved.
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M. Tolba asked what actions are going to be taken after doing this study. S. Muskin responded that this is still being
thought through and she hopes the CEAC members will help to identify the next steps. K. Orlow shared a scenario
where a biracial family buys their first home and pays an association fee, but the road is impassable due to
flooding. She asked who is responsible for this injustice? She wondered how can we make this research type of
research used and accessible before harm is caused? C.Baker responded that regulations are only as good as their
enforcement.

M. Tolba asked how poorly constructed developments get built. M. Balassa shared that sometimes it is
developments that get built later that cause flooding downstream. M. Heitkamp asked about the timeline for the
analysis and what the 9 assessed benefits and burdens are. S. Muskin responded that staff are hoping to move
through the analysis steps by the end of summer. S. Muskin shared the Environmental Justice Focus Population
map. S. Muskin shared that all of Chittenden County meets one of the thresholds for environmental justice focus
populations. L. Diamond shared the map is hard to read. M. Heitkamp requested to see a population filter with this
map. M. Hughes observed that Act 250 is a decades-old nimby policy that has produced the outcomes seen in this
map.

S. Muskin shared the nine benefits and burdens. M. Hughes shared that this harm is ongoing and that you must
stop the harm before you fix it. M. Heitkamp shared that mental health, and self-selection needs to be
incorporated into this. M. Hughes shared that people move to Chittenden County because there are black and
brown folks because of the blatant racism in other parts of the state. M. Hughes shared his appreciation and would
be interested in looking at this again. M. Heitkamp shared an interest in having an in-person drop-in day to discuss
this more. S. Muskin shared that she would be happy to schedule this before the next meeting. M. Tolba agreed.

4. Closing and Next Steps
S. Muskin adjourned the meeting at 6:38 pm.

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting will be on June 25", 2025 in person.
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