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CHARRETTE PROCESS



OPENING PRESENTATION & HANDS-ON WORKSHOP



OPEN studio & topical meetings

Topical Meeting #1 
Housing & Redevelopment
Key Takeaways
Å FEMA regulations are being enforced to reduce 

the effects of substantial flood events
Å Adaptive reuse and development opportunities
Å Lack of medium to high -density residential 

product
Å Potential need for permanent supportive 

housing with ongoing services for those who are 
unhoused in the community



OPEN studio & topical meetings

Topical Meeting #2 
Stormwater & Flooding
Key Takeaways
Å0ÍÚÚ}ÆÖ» Æā é[þĊ Ú´ ĊÃ§ sÆĊĜûā Ö[Ċēþ[Í Ã§þÆĊ[»§
ÅFEMA buyouts and resilient building practices 

are being utilized to mitigate the impacts of 
sever flood events

ÅRegional collaboration is essential as upstream 
ĊÚĚÖā s[Ö [´´§sĊ &[þþ§ûā ´ÍÚÚ}éÍ[ÆÖ

ÅThere is a Flood Study Model in progress
ÅLayering smaller initiatives such as rain barrels, 

trees, and wetland landscaping to absorb water
ÅAdditional concerns are landslides, hillside 

erosion, and failing infrastructure



OPEN studio & topical meetings

Topical Meeting #3 
Transportation & Streetscapes
Å Mostly car-dominated environment
Å Two major state routes run through downtown
Å Truck traffic disrupts the pedestrian experience
Å Lack of transit 
Å Walkability improvements for crosswalks, paved 

roads downtown, more seating areas, general 
upkeep

Å Tactical urbanism could test short -term 
pedestrian -friendly infrastructure

Å Bike path opportunities



WHAT WE HEARD: MAPPING WORKSHOP



WHAT WE HEARD

Project Goals:
Å Stimulate economic growth 

and downtown investment
Å Increase placemaking 

opportunities
Å Preserve downtown walkability 

and promote transit 
Å Improve circulation
Å Optimize large parking areas 

with infill development
Å Support local business 

retention
Å Accessible and age-friendly 

design 
Å More parks, open spaces, and 

outdoor seating



Competitive Advantages of Barre:
ÅWalkable downtown and city 

core
ÅStrong historical identity
ÅAdaptive reuse & Infill 

opportunities
ÅQuality of life
ÅSmaller in size
ÅFamily-friendly

WHAT WE HEARD



Challenges of Barre:
ÅFlooding & stormwater 

management
ÅBalance housing and 

business development
ÅLack of active transit
ÅLarge-surface parking 

lots

WHAT WE HEARD



design Ideas



Walkability


