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MEETING DATE: Wednesday, August 27, 2025 at 5 PM

LOCATION: 110 W Canal St; #202; Winooski, VT 05404

ATTENDEES: Lydia Diamond, Urmila Chettri, Omar Derzi, Elaine Wang, Ragab Mohammed, Kashka Orlow, Mona
Tolba, Melissa Heitkamp, Mark Hughes, Madafar Jassim, Ralph Perkins, Rachel Batterson (CEAC Members); Anne
Nelson Stoner, Sarah Muskin, Charlie Baker (CCRPC Staff)

1. Welcome & Updates
AN.Stoner welcomed folks at 5:16 pm and facilitated brief introductions. She reviewed the CEAC’s charge and
duties as they are outlined in the bylaws. She reviewed the agenda and asked if members had news or updates.
L.Diamond reminded the CEAC that she has a talk show on YouTube. She invited CEAC members to listen in.

E.Wang reached out to CHT to see if they would be willing to speak to CEAC members about their concerns and
CHT was open to coming to the next CEAC meeting. K.Orlow shared that she lives in a CHT cooperative and
offered to share more information about the cooperative model.

2. Recap of Last Meeting

AN.Stoner shared that CCRPC has been updating the Regional Plan and explained what a Regional Plan is. She
shared why the new Environmental Benefits and Burdens Analysis has been conducted as a part of this plan
update. She reminded the CEAC what data was analyzed to look at the distribution of environmental benefits
and burdens throughout Chittenden County. She also reminded the CEAC that at the last meeting we walked
through the data analysis and the message received from CEAC members is that the quantitative data analysis
alone does not paint an accurate picture of the distribution of benefits and burdens in Chittenden County. As a
result, staff added a section about the limitations of data and information CCRPC learned from collaboration
with the CEAC, the Land Access and Opportunity Board, and public engagement, and municipal summaries.

K.Orlow raised that we need to start with good data before proliferating bad data in any report or analysis.

3. Workshop & Discussion: Environmental Benefits & Burdens Analysis
AN.Stoner requested each CEAC member read their municipal summary to share what feels accurate and
what feels off-base. M.Hughes asked about the CCRPC process of doing equity analysis for all the projects we
fund and how this intersects with the environmental benefits and burdens analysis. He raised the Champlain
parkway as an example of a public project that had a lot of pushback that still moved forward impacting the
blackest neighborhood in Burlington.

L.Diamond added that she does not trust the City of South Burlington. The people in power do not represent
the majority of the community and the most vulnerable in the community. Additionally, M.Hughes and
L.Diamond report that EJFPs in Burlington and South Burlington don’t trust their drinking water. Other CEAC
members confirmed that many residents either boil their drinking water or buy bottled water. M.Heitkamp
shared that sometimes boiling your water makes the water quality worse. M.Tolba said we need to figure out
what is true and what is a myth. R.Perkins shared that Champlain Water District does their own water testing,
but then the municipality needs to distribute water. E.Wang shared that Winooski is tracking where all the
copper and lead pipes are, but then there is a third level where the private property owners take over. EWang
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shared that the public information sharing is a challenge, but in Winooski they post signs on specific streets
when there is a problem.

M.Heitkamp added that infrastructure concerns are not adequately reflected in the B&B analysis and should
be added.

K.Orlow raised that most of the Old North End is built on an old landfill. She asked how to bring the idea of
cumulative impacts into this conversation. She also wondered how to account for old environmental
regulations compared to newer regulations that account for new exposures.

R.Mohammed asked about what is being excavated along Lime Kiln Rd.

M.Hughes emphasized that it is important to highlight the aggregate of challenges that EJFP populations are
facing. He added that a theme in Chittenden County- is to build up and not out, and most people comingin are
brown and black people.

R.Perkins shared that what was captured for Colchester generally aligns with his experience. A gap might be
noting the complete lack of public transportation in Colchester. He said he would strike the information about
the sewer project in Mallets Bay because it seems incomplete.

U.Chettri added that construction impacts and overcrowding were not highlighted as issues, particularly in
Winooski.

J.Wetchi asked about public health data regarding water borne diseases.
R.Mohammed raised that high taxes make it hard for EJFPs.

AN.Stoner shared the final section of the report that outlines questions for future work. These questions have
been organized into three different categories: Systems level questions, data and measurements, and
community engagement. These questions will be a part of the report and will be elevated to decision makers.
M.Heitkamp suggested adding a question about what barriers exist for EJFPs to move to other regions.

J.Madafar asked about how this plan and this report will be implemented. AN.Stoner shared that it will help
inform the state’s analysis, it has resulted in changes to actions in the ECOS Plan, and that CCRPC will
continue to refine the analysis and implement it at the project level.

M.Hughes asked C.Baker where this whole initiative to assess environmental benefits and burdens came from.
C.Baker shared it came from a lot of the conversations that CEAC may have been involved with that involved
wanting to bring Environmental Justice requirements to the local level. He also clarified that all RPCs across
the state are doing similar work.

E.Wang shared she has faith that the CCRPC team, with CEAC support and prodding, will continue to ask these
important questions, which will slowly drive change. She suggested that we ask overseeing agencies and
legislators to respond to consider these questions, and perhaps someone from ANR would be interested in
coming to a CEAC meeting.
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M.Hughes emphasized that he hopes CCRPC’s work can go beyond not causing harm. He suggested adding a
standing agenda item to look at CCRPC’s enabling statute and the CEAC’s charge to revisit them to see how far
we have come and what work is needed next.

4. Update: ECOS Plan Land Acknowledgement & Actions
[Did not get to this agenda item]

5. Looking Ahead and Next Steps
AN.Stoner shared that the next meeting will be on September 24, 2024 and CHT will attend. She encouraged
CEAC members to reach out if they have any suggestions as to what information would be helpful to hear from
CHT.

6. Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 6:47.

NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, September 24th, 2025
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