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To: Long Range Planning Committee 
From: Kate McCarthy and Sarah Muskin, Senior Planners  
Date: August 19, 2025 
Re: Review of the Draft ECOS Regional Plan: Part 2 
 
 
Thank you for the helpful discussion about and review of the 2026 ECOS Regional Plan at our 
August 12th meeting. Our objective for the next two LRPC meetings is to make a recommendation to 
advance the plan to the full CCRPC board for their review at the September 17th Board meeting. 
 
PLAN SECTIONS FOR REVIEW 
At the August 26th meeting, we’ll focus on three items: the Housing Chapter, the Benefits and 
Burdens analysis, and Burlington’s Future Land Use Map.  
 
Housing Chapter 

We request that LRPC members focus their review of the Housing Chapter on two main areas: 

• Chapter text – Since the committee reviewed the ECOS Regional Plan in August of 2024, 
staff have added the “Housing Needs Assessment and Chittenden County Housing 
Targets” section. This section explains and incorporates the regional and municipal 
housing targets that RPCs must now include in regional plans. Based on suggestions at the 
last meeting, staff have also made updates to a) frame the housing targets as an 
opportunity and b) better focus the housing actions (and complementary actions in other 
sections) on achieving the housing targets. 

• Methodology for estimating needed mix of housing types, affordability, and unit sizes – To 
promote planning for the housing that communities need, regional plans must now 
calculate and include a breakdown of unit sizes, types, and affordability levels of housing 
(24 V.S.A. §4348a(a)(9)). In collaboration with other RPC partners, CCRPC has developed a 
methodology for estimating these numbers. Please review this draft methodology (see “Mix 
of Housing Types and Affordability” within the “Chittenden Housing Targets” section) and 
the chapter structure, and bring any feedback to the meeting. 

o Staff may have preliminary data using the draft methodology to share at the August 
26th meeting, but will bring final data to the LRPC meeting on September 9th.  

 
Environmental Benefits & Burdens Analysis 
Supplement 3, included in the LRPC packet, is a broad quantitative and qualitative analysis of 
environmental benefits and burdens as defined in state statute and how they are addressed in the 
Regional Plan. LRPC last reviewed the draft Environmental Benefits and Burdens Analysis 
methodology and preliminary steps in February 2025. Since that time CCRPC’s process for 
evaluating how the regional plan advances the newly required State Planning Goal of equitably 
distributing environmental benefits and burdens has evolved. There is added emphasis on 
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qualitative analysis than there was originally, and the focus of the analysis shifted to prioritize 
reviewing ECOS Plan Actions in addition to the Future Land Use map.  
 
We would like LRPC to review this document, including the methodology, outcomes, and future 
considerations, and make any recommendations for how to use the information to advance the 
goal of equitably distributing environmental benefits and burdens through the Regional Plan.  
 
Please note that CCRPC staff have worked with the Community Engagement Advisory Committee 
(CEAC) throughout the process of conducting this analysis and the CEAC will be reviewing content 
again on August 27th.  
 
Burlington Future Land Use Map 
Staff will present the final draft future land use map and Tier 1B recommendation for the City of 
Burlington. Note that the Burlington City Council is meeting on Monday, August 25th to make a 
decision about Tier 1B, so CCRPC staff will present any Tier 1B decisions at the LRPC meeting. 
 
 
Links for reference:  

• ECOS information and engagement page 
• LRPC memos by municipality 

 
 
RECAP - ECOS PLAN AND REGIONAL FUTURE LAND USE MAP: NEXT STEPS 
CCRPC and its committees are operating on a tight schedule to advance the regional plan to the 
Land Use Review Board for its preapplication review in October. Below are the upcoming 
milestones for the ECOS Plan and the anticipated schedule: 
 

• August 12, 2025: LRPC meeting | Discuss any remaining Regional FLU map 
questions/changes. Begin review of full ECOS Plan draft, with emphasis on new language 
within the plan (e.g. Executive Summary, Land Use, Housing, Goals/Actions). 
 

• August 26, 2025: LRPC meeting | Review the Housing subsection of the ECOS Plan, 
Supplement 3 – Environmental Benefits and Burdens Analysis, and draft Burlington Future 
Land Use Map.  

 
• September 9, 2025: LRPC meeting | Staff will present a formatted 2026 ECOS Plan. Based 

on the Committee’s review and discussion of the future land use maps, public comments, 
and draft plan, LRPC will be asked to make a recommendation that the Board of 
Commissioners accept the draft 2026 ECOS Plan and begin the adoption process.   
 

• September 17, 2025: Board meeting | CCRPC Board presentation of the full 2026 ECOS 
Plan draft. 
 

• October 15, 2025: Board meeting | CCRPC Board forwards the ECOS Plan to the Land Use 
Review Board for preliminary review. 
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After forwarding the plan to the Land Use Review Board, there are three remaining parts of the 
adoption process, which we expect to take place on the following timeline: 

1) Land Use Review Board preliminary review (fall 2025): This is a 60-day process in which 
state agency partners, neighboring regional planning commissions, and other interested 
groups have an opportunity to review the plan. CCRPC staff plans to review and address 
comments from this review between December 2025 and January 2026. 

2) RPC Public Hearing Process (winter/spring 2026): From January 2026 to May 2026, 
CCRPC will hold public hearings. It is anticipated that the Board will adopt the ECOS Plan in 
May 2026. 

3) Land Use Review Board and Public Service Department hearings (spring/summer 2026): 
The final step for plan approval – and a new one as a result of Act 181 – is review of the plan 
by the Land Use Review Board. We expect this to take place in July 2026. 

 
CONTACT 
For more information, contact Taylor Newton, CCRPC Planning Program Director: 
tnewton@ccrpcvt.org | (802) 846-4490 x 115 
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