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Chapter 8: Housing   
 

Goal: Strengthen and promote access to affordable, safe, energy efficient, accessible, 
and fair housing in all neighborhoods in Chittenden County for all people, and plan to 
accommodate a substantial majority of housing in centers, planned growth areas, 
and villages areas. 

 

KEY ISSUES, TRENDS & INSIGHTS  

[Data for this section drawn from Vermont Housing Needs Assessment 2025-2029; ECOS Project 
Building Homes Together Campaign; HousingData.org; State’s 2022 Analysis of Impediments to Fair 
Housing Choice. View additional data and indicators on the Housing page of the ECOS website.] 
 
Housing Overview 
 
Housing Affordability and Availability. Chittenden County is facing a housing crisis. One third 
(33%) of all Chittenden County households (owners and renters) spend more than 30% of their 
income on housing, the commonly understood threshold for affordability. 1 Paying more than half of 
income on housing expenses severely strains a household’s budget. This is the case for 
approximately 9% of owner households (4,045)2, and 26% of renter households (6,635) in 
Chittenden County.3 These households face a higher risk of foreclosure, eviction, houselessness, 
and frequent moving, which harms residents and community connectedness. More housing, and 
more affordable housing, is needed now. 

Availability of housing stock contributes to this lack of affordability. Pressure on housing supply in 
Chittenden County is from the dual demands to meet the housing needs of local households, but 
also the needs of in-migrating households. Strong in-migration is needed in Chittenden County, 
and Vermont, in order to fill local jobs and keep the local economy strong as our population 
continues to age and retire from the workforce. 

Age of Housing Stock. Per the American Community Survey, about 49% of the county’s housing 
stock was built before 1980, when lead-based paint was widely used, when most home insulation, 
heating, and energy technology was inefficient, and when building and accessibility codes did not 
accommodate all types of residents.4  Much needed reinvestment in existing housing stock will 
ensure high quality homeownership and more rental housing opportunities for all Chittenden 
County residents.  

Houselessness. The annual Point in Time (PIT) Count is the only county-wide data available that 
estimates the number of people experiencing homelessness. The most recent PIT Count shows 
that on one night in January 2024, there were at least 811 individuals experiencing houselessness in 
Chittenden County, which represents a quarter of Vermont’s houseless population.5 The PIT count 
inevitably underrepresents the total number of people experiencing houselessness. Conducted 
over only one night, it includes those sleeping in shelters or transitional housing, but not those 
living with friends or family.  
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Racially marginalized communities experience houselessness 6.5 times more than the population 
as a whole in Chittenden County (see Table XX below). To properly address the county’s housing 
crisis, planners must account for these inequities when creating solutions.6 

The COVID pandemic exacerbated many existing housing challenges, and uncovered a housing 
market that was even worse than previously documented for low-income households. The number 
of houseless households in Chittenden County increased by 149% from the pre-pandemic 
houseless point-in-time count in January 2020 (217 households) to the January 2022 count (541 
households). Swift response by the State of Vermont with the CARES Act and ARPA funding helped 
renters and homeowners cover their housing costs, and prevented further catastrophe with regard 
to homelessness. However, the state’s eviction moratorium ended in mid-2021, and most federal 
funding to support temporary housing ended in mid-2023. This includes the Rental Assistance 
Program, which supported 12,000 households statewide during the height of the pandemic. There 
were 586 houseless households in Chittenden County as of the January 2024 point-in-time survey. 

Homeownership. Chittenden County residents do not have equal access to housing opportunities. 
The state’s 2022 Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice identifies many issues that 
restrict housing choice and participation in local decision making, including the following: a lack of 
affordable housing supply accessible to persons with disabilities; discrimination based on 
disability, familial status (e.g. presence of minors), and other protected classes; barriers that make 
it difficult for minority households and new Americans to become homeowners; and lack of 
representation by members of protected classes on boards and commissions dealing with housing 
issues.  

Specifically, historic exclusionary systems have prevented BIPOC households from developing 
household wealth at the same rate as white households (primarily through equity gained via 
homeownership). Systemic racism in housing practices means that today, some BIPOC 
households lack financial resources to compete in the Chittenden County homeownership and 
rental markets. Only 20% of Black or African American households own their homes compared to 
66% of white households. White households own 94% of owned housing units in the County. Black 
households only 1% of owned housing units in Chittenden County.7  

Home prices and limited supply exacerbate housing access for all. According to Vermont Housing 
Finance Agency (VHFA), the median sales price of primary homes in Vermont reached $325,000 in 
2023 - a 5% increase over median home sales prices in 2022. Median sales price of primary homes 
was higher in Chittenden County in 2023 ($460,500 – a 5.5% increase from 2022).8 

Rental Housing. Chittenden County has an extreme scarcity of housing units for rent, which results 
in higher rental housing costs. 9 As of 2024, the regional apartment vacancy rate was 2.4%  for 
market rate units.10 This is among the lowest rental vacancy rates in the country.11 In addition, many 
households are qualified and waiting for affordable housing; as of September 2023, Cathedral 
Square had nearly 1,300 households on their waitlist, and Burlington Housing Authority had over 
1,100 households on their master wait list. Champlain Housing Trust measures waitlists by the 
average time it takes from application to move in, which is averaging 15 months. The rental vacancy 
rate is slightly higher than the rate during the COVID-19 pandemic. During the pandemic, tenant 
turnover and rent loss were somewhat mitigated by temporary government rent relief programs and 

https://outside.vermont.gov/agency/ACCD/ACCD_Web_Docs/Housing/Fair-Housing/Analysis-of-Impediments/Condensed_AI_Update_2022.pdf
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eviction moratoriums. Construction delays and work stoppages during the COVID-19 pandemic 
have also contributed to slow rental housing development.  

The June 2024 Allen, Brooks, and Minor report indicates an extreme scarcity of available rentals 
caused upward rent pressure in 2023. The 4.8% rent inflation increase between 2022 and 2023 is 
the third largest annual rate increase seen since 2011.12 As rental rates increase it limits a home 
buyer’s ability to save for a down payment; furthering demand for rental homes in the County. More 
than half of renters in the County (51%) are cost-burdened and spend more than 30% of their 
income on rent.13 
 

Short-Term Rental Housing. Short-term rental properties can reduce the number of available 
properties for long-term renters. The city of Burlington was the first community in the region to 
adopt an ordinance regulating short term rentals (STR) 2022, by adding restrictions and 
incorporating a 9% tax that funds the city’s Housing Trust Fund. Since that time, South Burlington 
has also adopted an ordinance regulating STRs, and several communities are evaluating possible 
ordinances. According to the 2025 Statewide Housing Needs Assessment, Chittenden County has 
the second lowest rate of short-term rentals (1.3%) as a percentage of its housing stock in the state, 
suggesting that STRs may have less of an impact on housing availability than in other areas. The 
number of short-term rental homes in the county was 872 in June 2025, up from 536 in July 2018.14 

Housing and Employment. The lack of housing is a major factor in jobs going unfilled, as 
employees cannot find affordable homes. When completing the first ECOS Plan in 2013, 83% of 
Chittenden County businesses identified housing as the #2 obstacle to job growth. Businesses 
surveyed for the 2023 CEDS update indicated the same problem. Megan Sullivan, vice president of 
government affairs at the Vermont Chamber of Commerce, describes it well in a VTDigger 
commentary:15 

“While funding workforce development and capital investment opportunities remain 
crucial, there is only one ultimate solution. We need more people to call Vermont 
home. This requires a robust and sustained marketing effort of Vermont as a 
welcoming community, with job opportunities and an unmatched quality of life. It 
also requires taking immediate action to address the glaring barrier to workforce 
growth: an overwhelming lack of suitable and affordable housing stock for middle-
income families.” 

 
Construction Costs and Labor Availability. The rise in construction costs has a direct impact on the 
number of housing units affordable housing providers (and other developers) can construct given their 
fiscal constraints. Based on data aggregated by Vermont Housing Financing Agency (VHFA), the Producer 
Price Index (PPI) applicable to materials used in the construction of multi-family housing rose by 38% 
between February 2020 and May 2024. Similarly, labor costs for multi-family housing construction rose 
by 24% during the same time period.16 The Agency of General Contractors cites labor availability as the 
#1 challenge for many contractors.17 Equipment availability is also a concern, delaying project occupancy 
and increasing costs.  
 
Building Homes Together. Together with Champlain Housing Trust and Evernorth, CCRPC 
launched the five-year Building Homes Together campaign in 2016. The campaign’s goal was to 
build 3,500 new homes, including 700 permanently affordable homes, through policy changes, 
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increased capital, and education and advocacy. The first five-year campaign successfully achieved 
the total homes targets (3,659), though all partners agree that production is falling short of current 
demand. This is due to the impacts of COVID-19, an aging demographic, an increase in single-
person households, and population growth. Furthermore, despite surpassing the total homes 
target, the campaign fell 164 homes short of the permanently affordable target.  

Pent-up demand from low housing production rates since the 2000s means fewer homeownership 
opportunities, and an extremely low rental vacancy rate. There may also be increased demand from 
folks moving to the state and region to escape climate change challenges elsewhere (flooding, 
extreme heat, drought, etc.). Therefore, Building Homes Together 2.0 was launched in 2021 with a 
new target of 5,000 new homes by 2025 for people of all incomes, including at least 1,250 
affordable homes. The first three years of the campaign have fallen short of the annual goal to build 
1,000 new homes per year. In 2021, a net total of 900 new homes were added in the county. In 2023, 
only 720 net new homes were built. See the BHT Dashboard for more details.  

The campaign was successful in raising awareness of the regional and statewide housing shortage 
and the passage of several legislative changes (the HOME Act in 2023 and Act 181 in 2024) which 
set new statewide, regional, and municipal housing targets. The HOME Act also established a 
process by which the Vermont Agency of Commerce and Community Development will now track 
new housing units built.  

  

Chittenden County Housing Targets 
 
Total Housing Need  
 
Housing targets are estimates of the number of homes needed at the state, regional, and municipal 
levels to achieve and maintain a stable housing market. Vermont’s Municipal and Regional Planning 
and Development statute (24 §VSA Ch. 117) now requires that regional and municipal plans include 
housing targets for 2030 and 2050. While cities, towns, and regions have planned for housing for 
decades, adding these numbers to plans presents an important opportunity to focus conversations 
about the scale of housing need and the possible local solutions to achieve housing goals. As 
aspirational goals, rather than projections or quotas, the targets give municipalities and the region 
something to strive for – and plan towards. 
 
Per 24 V.S.A. §4348a(a)(9), RPCs “shall estimate total needed housing investment in terms of price, 
quality, unit size or type, and zoning district, as applicable.” The total needed housing investment is 
equal to the regional housing targets. The regional housing targets come from the Vermont Housing 
Needs Assessment 2025-2029, a report that researches and analyzes housing needs. The report 
was written by the Vermont Housing Finance Agency (VHFA) under contract with the state’s 
Department of Housing and Community Development and is updated every five years. 
The report provides both a “lower” scenario housing target and a “upper” scenario housing target 
for each Regional Planning Commission. Each scenario will “normalize vacancy rates, end 
homelessness, and replace homes lost from year-round housing stock due to disrepair and 
seasonal home use.”18 The “lower” scenario is based on a 0.8% average annual rate of housing 
growth which would address the goals of normalizing vacancy rates, ending homelessness, and 
replacing lost homes, but provides little flexibility if population grows faster than expected . The 

https://ccrpc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/0673704bdd9c4367b746effb6aea8e24
https://ecos-vapda.hub.arcgis.com/pages/housing
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“upper” scenario is based on a 1.6% average annual rate of housing growth which mirrors 
Vermont’s growth rate in the 1980 to 1990 period. This scenario would significantly increase 
Vermont’s labor force, provide greater housing access and decrease homelessness.  
 
CCRPC has also developed a “mid” target between the “lower” and “upper” scenarios given the 
wide range between the VHFA-developed scenarios in 2050.  The “mid” target represents a 1.2% 
average annual rate of housing growth which will also help grow the workforce and provide greater 
housing access.  

 
 
 
CCRPC’s Housing Targets. 
As described in other parts of the ECOS Plan, housing need in Vermont and Chittenden County is 
great. These targets capture the magnitude of the challenge, which in turn provides an opportunity 
for regions and their municipalities to undertake the planning, public outreach, and infrastructure 
planning and investment required to meet the need. Challenges such as an aging workforce, high 
materials and labor costs, high interest rates, tariff uncertainty and lack of sufficient public 
infrastructure (e.g. water, wastewater, public transit) will continue to be factors. State investment 
and regional coordination will be needed to overcome these challenges and efficiently use limited 
resources. However, collaborative planning processes can help direct the policy and investment 
changes needed to successfully overcome these challenges. 
 
While the 2030 housing targets are helpful to emphasize the immediate needs and scale of 
development needed, the longer time horizon of this plan means that CCRPC has been focusing 
primarily on the 2050 housing targets.  
 
Municipal Housing Targets. Per the HOME Act, each RPC is responsible for developing methods to 
allocate the regional housing target to their municipalities. CCRPC worked with its Planning 
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Advisory Committee, made up of city / town planning directors and commissioners, to develop a 
method to assign housing targets to each city and town in Chittenden County. Similar to the 
regional target, CCRPC the divided municipal targets into low, medium, and high.  
 
In developing municipal housing targets, CCRPC considered factors like infrastructure availability, 
historic growth rates, and land available for development. These targets also reinforce and support 
the land use and transportation goals of the ECOS Plan. CCRPC assigned housing targets to cities 
and towns based on town type: 
 

• Cities: The region’s four cities (Burlington, Essex Junction, South Burlington, and Winooski) 
are home to 50% of all housing in our region. The draft housing targets by municipality 
allocates 60% of the target to these areas where infrastructure, social services, and 
transportation options are strongest, reinforcing these as the core of our built 
environments. 
 

• Rural: The region’s rural communities (Bolton, Buel’s Gore, Charlotte, Huntington, St. 
George, Underhill, and Westford) have limited infrastructure, but have villages, hamlets, 
rural areas, working lands, and more that are essential components of our region. In this 
draft, 3.8% of the regional housing target is allocated to these areas so that housing in a 
variety of locations can be available. 
 

• Mixed urban and rural: The region’s mixed urban and rural towns (Colchester, Essex, 
Hinesburg, Jericho, Milton, Richmond, Shelburne, and Williston) have hubs of activity and 
infrastructure and significant rural areas that together support the goals of our region. In 
this draft, 36.2% of the total housing target is allocated to these communities, with a 
recommendation that 90% of the housing takes place in areas planned for growth within 
those towns. 

 
With the lower target largely representing the status quo for development, and the upper target 
representing a stretch goal, CCRPC opted to create and focus on a mid-range target. CCRPC 
encourages municipalities to include actions in their municipal plans that will assist achieving the 
middle or high targets. 
 
Mix of Housing Types and Affordability. Planning for housing must include a mix of unit sizes and 
types, affordability levels, and locations to meet people’s housing needs. Statute requires that 
regional plans divide the regional housing targets into these categories (24 V.S.A. §4348a(a)(9)). The 
following section describes how CCRPC developed estimates for housing targets by Future Land 
Use Area, Housing Type, Unit Size, and Affordability Level. :: 

Housing Targets by Future Land Use Area  

• Calculations for the municipal housing targets, which looked at available land and 
infrastructure, informed the regional housing breakdown by future land use area, reflecting 
goals for where growth should occur. Consistent with this plan’s land use goal, CCRPC 
anticipates that 90% of the region’s 2030 and 2050 housing targets will be accommodated 
within areas planned for growth.  

Targets for Housing Unit Types 
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• This analysis determined the target mix of housing unit types. Using 2023 housing data as a 
baseline, CCRPC applied land use goals and likely development patterns to allocate unit 
types, such as a larger percentage of multi-unit housing in Downtowns and single-units in 
rural areas, ensuring 90% of new homes are directed to planned growth areas. The targets 
follow the goal of promoting a mix of all housing types to provide choice and flexibility. 

Targets for Housing Unit Size 

• This analysis set housing unit size targets based on the expected mix of household sizes, 
and the likely number bedrooms needed based on household size. Using state and regional 
household projections, CCRPC applied assumptions about bedrooms per household to 
2030 and 2050 forecasts. The projections draw on the Vermont Housing Needs Assessment 
(2029) and CCRPC’s Northwest TOD household forecasts (2050).  
 

Housing Affordability Targets  

• This analysis set housing affordability targets using state definitions, and analyzed different 
income thresholds tied to AMI (30%, 50%, 80%, 100%, 120%, and over 120%). CCRPC used 
Vermont Housing Needs Assessment projections (2029) to develop 2030 targets and 
applied the same income mix assumptions to 2050 forecasts, though future trends in and 
goals for income distribution may change. 

CCRPC’s targets for housing by Future Land Use Area, Unit Type, Unit Size, and Affordability are 
summarized below: 

(Sample table below is from Northwest Regional Planning Commission) – Price, quality, unit 
size/type, zoning district (or future land use area) 
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Housing Targets and Land Use Goals. CCRPC does not have the authority to adopt zoning. 
Therefore, CCRPC has interpreted the statutory requirement to related to “zoning district” to 
instead mean “future land use planning area.”   
 
The state’s planning goals (24 VSA §4302(c)(1)(A)) encourage residential development in areas 
planned for growth: downtown centers, village centers, planned growth areas, and village areas. 
The goal further calls for planning these smart growth areas to accommodate a “substantial 
majority” of the housing needed to reach the region’s housing targets. CCRPC has planned to 
accommodate over 90% of regional housing target in areas planned for growth. In some 
municipalities, this level of growth may be accommodated through additional planning and 
regulatory reform. In other municipalities, particularly with the 2050 targets, there may be a need 
not just for regulatory reform, but for substantial planning and investment in public infrastructure 
needed to support a growing region. This includes water, wastewater, stormwater management, 
public transit, schools, and other municipal services.  
 
CCRPC will work with our municipalities over the next eight years to help coordinate and plan for 
efficient use our limited resources to accommodate housing. This work may include conducting 
buildout analysis, or utilizing the VT Zoning Atlas, to help identify where municipal zoning remains a 
barrier to achieve municipal housing targets. CCRPC will complete a housing needs assessment for 
Chittenden County in the near future to provide even more detailed housing data, and related 
actions, for use by our municipal partners.  
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Current Approaches 
 
Economic development efforts and infrastructure investments need to focus on housing 
production and housing affordability.  

Zoning and Housing. In 2023, CCRPC began collaborating with the Vermont Zoning Atlas team to 
comprehensively inventory and map areas where municipal land use regulations restrict the type 
and density of housing development across the state. The Zoning Atlas translates hundreds of 
lengthy and complex legal documents into a simple map. This allows for comparisons across 
jurisdictions, and highlights opportunities for reform.  

HOME Act. The goal of Act 47 (2023) is threefold: 1) streamline municipal development review 
processes for housing development; 2) diversify the types of housing being built; and 3) increase 
densities in areas with municipal water and sewer service. The law removes certain restrictions on 
housing development from municipal and state regulations, prevents municipalities from adding 
restrictions to housing projects and shelters for those experiencing houselessness, and establishes 
numerous programs to support construction and rehabilitation of affordable housing. It also set in 
motion further reforms to Act 250, the State Designation Programs, and how regions and 
municipalities plan to address housing needs. CCRPC plans to support municipalities with 
technical assistance as they incorporate necessary changes into their development regulations in 
order to remove barriers to different housing types and construction.  

Municipal Efforts. Chittenden County municipalities have taken significant steps to increase 
housing production, including but limited to: applying for grant funds to support affordable housing 
construction projects; increasing density in areas planned for growth; streamlining development 
review processes; enabling accessory dwelling units (ADUs); incorporating inclusionary zoning 
provisions; establishing housing trust funds and housing committees; and creating housing needs 
assessments and action plans. There is no single housing solution for all municipalities, as any 
number of unique circumstances (i.e. income levels, wastewater capacity, bus service, etc.) will 
require different solutions to help increase housing availability, choice, and affordability. 
 
Actions  

The scale of the housing challenge paired with the opportunities presented by recent legislative 
changes means renewed importance for regional planning. In particular, the housing targets should 
be used to foster long-term infrastructure investment and develop policy tools that will not only 
produce housing, but also advance other state and regional land use planning and affordability 
goals. 

1. Policy and Regulatory Changes. Support policies that encourage growth and investment in the 
housing sector, and remove barriers to constructing affordable housing. 
a. Reduce regulatory redundancies. End duplication of review between Act 250, state 

agencies, and municipalities in areas planned for growth. 
b. Regulatory reform. Improve the process to increase certainty for well-planned projects in 

areas planned for growth. Increase housing choice and density in areas planned for growth, 
considering community character and design. Eliminate the ability to deny applications for 
housing development at the municipal level based on the “character of the area” criterion 
in 24 V.S.A. §4414. Encourage rehabilitation and maintenance of existing housing stock.  

https://www.zoningatlas.org/atlas
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c. Reduce permit fees. At the state and municipal levels, consider fee waivers or other 
development review process incentives for projects that include affordable housing. 

d. Infrastructure investment. Target government funding to infrastructure that will support 
housing development and achievement of housing targets in areas planned for growth. 
Revise infrastructure requirements with a goal of reducing costs for developers. 

e. Inclusive communities. Integrate a variety of housing types for all income levels for 
new/infill housing projects throughout the county, to provide for different incomes and 
access to jobs and services. Adopt inclusionary zoning requirements, or other incentive 
programs, to serve all needs. 

f. Rental Registry. Support a statewide rental housing safety inspection process and rental 
registry; while retaining existing municipal rental registry programs as is. 

g. Student Housing. Work with the University of Vermont and Champlain College to develop 
specific plans to increase the percentage of students who reside in dedicated student 
housing on-campus. 

h. Anti-Displacement. Work with state agencies and municipal partners to study and implement   
housing replacement policies to reduce gentrification and displacement.  
 

2. Increase Capital for Safe, Accessible and Resilient Affordable Housing. Maintain or 
increase local and state resources that fund additional affordable housing, maintain existing 
affordable housing, and make housing more affordable. These actions include: 
 
a. Federal Funding for Housing. By 2026, utilize current state and local American Rescue 

Plan Act (ARPA) funds for housing. Secure new federal financial resources, such as the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, and the Build Back Better Bill, to support, convert, 
and construct new housing. 

b. State Funding for Housing. The state should fully fund the Vermont Housing and 
Conservation Board, with funds supporting an increase in Chittenden County’s stock of 
permanently affordable housing. Sustain state bonding investment for capital and 
infrastructure investments in service of more housing. Work with institutions, businesses, 
and philanthropy to invest in housing for working families. Finally, create avenues for social 
investment financing. 

c. Planning Funding. The state should fully fund the Regional Planning Commissions, 
Municipal Planning Grants, and the Vermont Center for Geographic Information, applying 
property transfer tax revenue to levels outlined in existing state statute 24 V.S.A. § 4306(2). 
This can assist toward reaching housing goals, as well as other state planning goals. 

d. BIPOC Homeownership. Work with partners to create BIPOC-specific financing for 
homeownership, and/or the creation of a state program to support this type of financing. 
Support advancement of down payment assistance programs. 

e. Housing Trust Funds. Support the creation and use of municipal housing trust funds to 
assist in the financing of affordable housing. 

f. First-Time Homebuyers. Support financial programs that assist first-time homebuyers. 
Support advancement of down payment assistance programs. 

g. Housing Preservation. Take steps to preserve existing affordable housing from being 
converted to market rate housing and continue to encourage shared equity for new-owner 
homes. Provide technical assistance to municipalities that choose to regulate short-term 
rentals. Provide technical assistance and project management to support the preservation 
of, and reinvestment in, existing mobile home parks. 

Commented [KM5]: Should this be updated in some 
way? 

Commented [SM6R5]: @Taylor Newton  

mailto:TNewton@ccrpcvt.org


11 
 

h. Location. Ensure affordable housing is available in all neighborhoods that are climate 
resilient, planned for growth, and proximate to amenities. See Action 1 in Land Use. 

i. Private Funding for Housing. Work with state agencies and housing partners to cooperate 
with major employers with private capital to invest in housing. 

 

3. Education and Collaboration. Work together to move toward a regional housing market that 
serves people of all backgrounds and incomes, increases the persistent low rate of 
homeownership among Black Vermonters, supports business needs and economic growth, 
helps people retain their homes, and reduces homelessness. These actions include: 

 
a. Building Homes Together. Work with partners to facilitate new home construction (1,000 

homes per year), with 25% being affordable (250 homes per year). New homes should be 
primarily located in areas planned for growth. Build cross-sector and public support for 
housing development in areas planned for growth. 

b. Housing Needs Assessment and Data. Complete a regional housing needs assessment. 
Provide the public with the most accurate and up-to-date data to explain the region’s 
critical needs, expose inequities, and show any measurable progress towards and benefits 
behind new housing. 

c. Housing for BIPOC individuals and families. Provide educational resources for 
municipalities, employers, and other stakeholders to assist with increasing housing access 
to the BIPOC community. 

d. Improve Development Outcomes. Train municipal officials and staff, the public, 
developers, banks, and real estate agents to promote better development practices that 
achieve a higher level of density with quality design. 

e. Tenant Support. Increase capacity for essential tenant supports, such as the CVOEO 
Vermont Tenants hotline, direct aid, and educational programs for renters. 

f. Media Coverage. Engage the media to ensure continued coverage of the housing crisis.  
g. Homelessness. Work with partners to reduce homelessness in the region and investigate 

best practices for addressing the social, emotional, and heath needs of those experiencing 
and transitioning out of homelessness into stable housing. 

h. Resources. Obtain and allocate resources to support municipalities, or community-based 
organizations, to advance housing development in areas planned for growth, particularly 
housing solutions and supportive programming for community members facing acute or 
chronic homelessness. Support pro-housing groups and the development of messaging and 
other resources to promote housing. 

i. Municipal Support. Support and encourage municipal efforts to develop locally 
appropriate planning and implementation strategies that will help achieve local housing 
targets. Ensure housing choices for all income levels are available in rural, urban, and mixed 
urban and rural communities across the county. 

 
4. Living Conditions. Work with private and public partners to ensure that future housing in 

Chittenden County is designed to prioritize health, safety and inclusivity, taking into account 
the needs of diverse communities within the county. 
a. See Chapter 9: Health. 
b. Rental Inspections. Support policy that advances a safe, healthy, and fair rental market 

with established rules for inspection frequency, coverage of essential health and safety 

Commented [KM7]: Should this be reworded based on 
changes to this effort? 

Commented [SM8R7]: @Taylor Newton  

mailto:TNewton@ccrpcvt.org


12 
 

features, and mechanisms for enforcement to address non-compliance and ensure 
accountability among landlords.  

c. Lead Abatement. Improve housing quality, and safeguard public health, by supporting 
initiatives for lead testing, remediation, and education. Strive for safe and healthy living 
environments for all residents. 

d. Universal Design. Work with private and public partners to ensure that universal design is 
utilized in Chittenden County in a manner that also accounts for high-quality design, 
especially in urban areas.   

e. Quality. Support the investigation of a state-wide building code to ensure that the 
development and redevelopment of housing that is high quality, durable, and resilient. 

 
5. Fair Housing. Increase compliance with fair housing requirements to better address housing 

equity in the County, as described in the Vermont Fair Housing Action Plan from 2017 (or as 
amended) and the Burlington Assessment of Fair Housing.  
 
a. Fair Rental Housing Education. Increase fair housing education and outreach for 

landlords, property managers, real estate professionals, and anyone involved in the sale, 
rental, or finance of housing. Work with the Vermont Refugee Resettlement Program, the 
Association of Africans Living in Vermont, Opportunities Credit Union, and other 
organizations to develop strategies for new Americans to quickly develop credit history. 
Create educational materials that encourage landlords to use alternative criteria for new 
Americans and other groups traditionally excluded from housing opportunities that don’t 
penalize them for a lack of credit or rental history. 

b. Fair Housing and Land Use Planning. Provide fair housing and land use planning training 
for land use professionals and municipal officials throughout the county. 

c. Disability Laws. Identify gaps in municipal implementation of State Fair Housing laws and 
ADA compliance. One known gap (among many) is to ensure that municipal bylaws include 
language that explicitly permits officials to make reasonable accommodations for people 
with disabilities without delay or public input.  

d. Enforcement. Increase enforcement and testing capacity of fair housing organizations, 
such as Vermont Legal Aid, particularly for classes protected only under Vermont law: 
marital status, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, receipt of public assistance, and 
victims of abuse.   

  

https://accd.vermont.gov/sites/accdnew/files/documents/Housing/Vermont%20AI%202017%20-%20Action%20Plan.pdf
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.burlingtonvt.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FBurlington%2520Assessment%2520of%2520Fair%2520Housing%2520with%2520BHA%2520and%2520WHA.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
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