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Chittenden County Communities Launch Regional Economic Mobility Initiative

(Essex Junction, Shelburne, South Burlington, Winooski, VT) — The Chittenden County Regional Planning
Commission (CCRPC), in partnership with the municipalities of Essex Junction, Shelburne, South
Burlington, and Winooski, is pleased to announce the appointment of Cymone Bedford, AICP as the
region’s new Economic Mobility Manager.

Cymone began the position on December 1. This 30-month, grant-funded role is part of the International
City/County Management Association (ICMA) Economic Mobility and Opportunity Program, a national
initiative that supports local governments in advancing equity and economic mobility through cross-sector
collaboration and data-informed strategies and decision-making.

In this role, Cymone will work across the four participating municipalities and address systemic barriers
that affect residents’ abilities to access stable housing, good jobs, entrepreneurship opportunities, and
long-term financial security. The position supports collaborative projects that expand opportunity,
strengthen partnerships, and advance inclusive community development throughout the region.

The initiative is guided by a shared regional vision: “We aim to be a region where everyone has access to
governance participation, entrepreneurship, and attainable housing.”

PROGRAM PRIORITIES

Entrepreneurship
e Expand access to business resources and capital, including traditional financing, microfinance,
and innovative funding sources
e Create peer learning opportunities through networking and business education

Attainable Housing
e Improve awareness of and access to existing housing programs
e Explore policy tools such as inclusionary zoning and housing trust funds

Governance Participation
e |dentify gaps in municipal service delivery
e Recruit and train new government volunteers
e Strengthen meaningful community engagement in local decision-making

Cymone brings more than seven years of experience in community development and planning, with a
strong equity lens and a background in cross-sector partnerships. She will collaborate with municipal
staff, community organizations, employers, investment partners, and residents to co-design strategies
that expand opportunity and support inclusive economic growth.
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“Cymone brings the expertise and passion needed to drive meaningful progress. By working hand in hand
with our community partners, we are aligning resources, talent, and strategy. Together, we are looking
forward to creating measurable pathways in the areas of entrepreneurship, affordable housing and
governance participation to increase upward mobility for more community members and strengthen our
region’s economic future,” said Regina Mahony, City Manager of Essex Junction.

Working regionally allows participating municipalities to share knowledge, align resources, and develop
solutions that strengthen opportunity for residents within and across community boundaries.

Residents, organizations, and partners whose work alighs with these goals are encouraged to connect,
collaborate, and help share this effort.

For more information or to explore partnership opportunities, please contact Cymone Bedford, AICP
at cbedford@ccrpcvt.org.

For more information about the CCRPC, visit ccrpcvt.org.
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