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Introduction

The Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission (CCRPC) serves as the

region's federally designated Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and is
responsible for comprehensive and collaborative transportation planning involv-
ing municipalities, state and federal agencies and other key stakeholders in
Chittenden County. The CCRPC works to ensure implementation of the regional
transportation plan and provides technical and planning assistance to its mem-
ber municipalities, and the Vermont Agency of Transportation (VTrans).

As a designated MPO, the CCRPC oversees

transportation planning and programming of the What is an MPO?

Federal-aid Highway Funds designated for the
The U.S. Department of

Chittenden County and is required to prepare and
Transportation requires every

update the following planning documents that

detail the investments and planning activities in the metropolitan area with a population

of over 50,000 to establish a

region. These include:
designated Metropolitan Planning

Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP): Updated Organization (MPO) to qualify for

every five years, the MTP sets out a vision for the receipt of federal highway and

the development of the region’s transportation transit funds.
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infrastructure over the next twenty years. It includes
goals and objectives, analysis of regional trends and
planned improvement projects throughout the county
in all modes of transportation. The MTP is the primary
tool that the CCRPC uses to plan for transportation
needs within the metropolitan area and recommend
solutions based on anticipated funding availability
over a minimum 20-year horizon.

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP): The TIP
is a prioritized, fiscally constrained, and multi-year

list of federally funded, multimodal transportation
projects and operations in Chittenden County. The TIP
must cover at least a four-year program of projects
and be updated no less frequently than every four
years. In addition, projects in the TIP must be prior-
itized at the regional level and have clearly identified
funding sources. All transportation projects, programs,

and operations receiving federal funds in Chittenden
County must be authorized through the CCRPC TIP

process. The exceptions are federal airport funds for
Burlington International Airport, which are not subject
to the CCRPC's prioritization process, but are listed in
the TIP for information and coordination purposes.

Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP): Updated
annually, the UPWP summarizes the transportation
and other planning activities of the CCRPC, its member
agencies and other transportation and planning agen-
cies conducting work in the region.

Public Participation Plan (PPP): The PPP establishes a
methodology for effective public involvement and lays
out the steps the CCRPC will take to reach out and
involve residents in decisions affecting land use and
transportation policies and investments in Chittenden
County. The latest PPP was adopted in 2014 and
amended in 2017. The CCRPC is planning to update
the plan in 2023/2024.

2023 MTP - Introduction
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About the Metropolitan
Transportation Plan

The MTP is the region’s principal transportation planning document that sets
the regional transportation vision and goals. It includes strategies and
projects that address transportation needs that lead to the development of
an integrated, intermodal transportation system that facilitates the efficient
movement of people and goods; and support livable, equitable, and healthy
communities.

As mandated by federal regulations, the MTP must both articulate and work
towards the region's comprehensive long-range land use plans, development
objectives, and overall social, economic, environmental, system performance
and energy conservation goals and objectives. It should also be consistent with
the State's Long Range Transportation Plan. The MTP looks out a minimum of 20
years into the future and is updated every five years. Development of the MTP
requires extensive outreach and engagement with partners, interested parties,
and the public.

Federal regulations per 23 CFR 450.324(f) mandate that the MTP includes, at a
minimum, the following:

1. The current and projected transportation demand of persons and
goods in the metropolitan planning area over the period of the
transportation plan.

2. Existing and proposed transportation facilities (including major
roadways, public transportation facilities, intercity bus facilities,
multimodal and intermodal facilities, nonmotorized transportation
facilities (e.g., pedestrian walkways and bicycle facilities), and
intermodal connectors) that should function as an integrated
metropolitan transportation system, giving emphasis to those
facilities that serve important national and regional transportation
functions over the period of the transportation plan.

3. A description of the performance measures and performance
targets used in assessing the performance of the transportation
system.

2023 MTP - About The MTP
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4. A system performance report and subsequent updates evaluating
the condition and performance of the transportation system with
respect to the performance targets.

5. Operational and management strategies to improve the
performance of existing transportation facilities to relieve vehicular
congestion and maximize the safety and mobility of people and
goods.

6. Assessment of capital investment and other strategies to preserve
the existing and projected future metropolitan transportation
infrastructure, provide for multimodal capacity increases based on
regional priorities and needs, and reduce the vulnerability of the
existing transportation infrastructure to natural disasters.

7. Transportation and transit enhancement activities, including
consideration of the role that intercity buses may play in reducing
congestion, pollution, and energy consumption in a cost-effective
manner and strategies and investments that preserve and enhance
intercity bus systems, including systems that are privately owned
and operated, and including transportation alternatives and
associated transit improvements, as appropriate.

8. Adiscussion of types of potential environmental mitigation activities
and potential areas to carry out these activities, including activities
that may have the greatest potential to restore and maintain the
environmental functions affected by the metropolitan transportation
plan. The discussion may focus on policies, programs, or strategies,
rather than at the project level. The MPO shall develop the
discussion in consultation with applicable Federal, State, and Tribal
land management, wildlife, and regulatory agencies. The MPO may
establish reasonable timeframes for performing this consultation.

9. Afinancial plan that demonstrates how the adopted transportation
plan can be implemented.

10.Pedestrian walkway and bicycle transportation facilities in
accordance with 23 U.S.C. 217(g).

2023 MTP - About The MTP
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Our Region

at a glance

Founded in 1787, Chittenden County is located in northwestern Vermont

between Lake Champlain to the west, and the highest peaks of the Green
Mountains to the east, most prominently Mount Mansfield, Vermont's highest
mountain.

Across nearly 350,000 total acres, Chittenden County offers a rich diversity of
landscapes, including forests, farms, orchards, bodies of water, small cities and
towns, suburban areas, and villages. The natural environment provides many
year-round recreational opportunities, including bicycling, swimming, boating,
hiking, skiing, and many other activities.

Chittenden County is nationally recognized for its outstanding quality of life.
Nearly 169,000 residents live throughout 19 municipalities, with populations
that range from as small as 43, to almost 45,000. Located in the heart of the
Burlington/South Burlington Metropolitan Statistical Area, Chittenden County
is the economic engine of Vermont, and home to the state’s largest higher
education institution, health care facility, and private sector employer.

2023 MTP - Our Region At A Glance
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Mobility and Efficiency: Improve the efficiency, reliability, and connectivity of the
transportation system for users of all ages and abilities, regardless of their mode
of transportation.

O Create a safe and efficient multimodal network that supports a shift from
single occupancy vehicle (SOV) travel to other modes, and an overall
reduction in vehicles miles traveled (VMT) in the county.

O Expand walking and biking infrastructure, and provide interconnection
with the region'’s transit system.

O Improve transit services in the county and beyond.

O Support Transportation Demand Management (TDM) programs and
partners.

O Improve operational efficiency, manage recurring congestion, and
maintain reliable travel times on our transportation system.

Equity: Incorporate equity in all aspects of transportation planning and program-
ming in the county.

O Prioritize transportation investments and land use policy changes
that benefit rather than burden traditionally underserved and
underrepresented communities.

O Engage people from historically excluded and traditionally underserved
populations in meaningful conversations, and facilitate their participation
in transportation planning processes.

O Incorporate recommendations from the VTrans Transportation Equity
Framework.

13
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Environment and Resilience: Establish a resilient transportation system that
minimizes climate impacts that result from the transportation sector.

O Reduce greenhouse gas emissions associated with fossil fuels used in
transportation to meet state and regional targets by promoting a shift
away from gas/diesel to electric vehicles and/or other low emission fuel
options.

O Minimize the effects of transportation on water quality.
O Improve the ability of our transportation network to withstand and recover

from extreme weather events.

Economy: Improve the transportation network to promote economic vitality in
the region.

O Invest in the transportation system to support anticipated economic
growth in the county.

O Accommodate the movement of freight and goods in identified freight
hubs and intermodal facilities.

O Consider economic equity when making investment decisions.

Existing Transportation System: Preserve the condition and performance of the
existing multimodal transportation network.

O Maintain the transportation system in a state of good repair.

2023 MTP - Transportation Vision and Goals
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Suburban Planning Areas are areas near a Center Planning Area, Metro
Planning Area, Village Planning Area, or Enterprise Planning Area. In
Suburban Planning Areas, local zoning authorizes future development
to occur at scales, densities, and uses compatible with existing develop-
ment, and with generally low residential density.

Enterprise Planning Areas are areas where local zoning authorizes a
future concentration of employment uses that attract workers from the
county and multi-county region. Development in Enterprise Planning
Areas should have adequate wastewater capacity, and access to transit.
Typically, these areas encompass major employers, or a cluster of em-
ployers, and have current or planned transit services.

Village Planning Areas are areas where local zoning authorizes a variety
of future residential and nonresidential development at densities and
scales that keep with the character of a Vermont village. Village Planning
Areas are intended to serve their local surroundings as places where
people can live, work, shop, and enjoy recreation.

Rural Planning Areas promote the preservation of Vermont's traditional
working landscape and natural area features. They provide for low den-
sity commercial, industrial, and residential development compatible with
working lands and natural areas, so they may continue to highlight the
rural character and self-sustaining natural area systems. Development
in Rural Planning Areas typically occurs outside the sewer service area.

Land Use Goal

The major land use goal of the 2018 ECOS Plan was to strive

for 80% of new development in areas planned for growth. This
amounts to 15% of Chittenden County's land area. The most recent
land use data (2016-2020) indicates that we are exceeding this
target, with 87% of new development going into areas planned

for growth.
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MAP 1: Land Use (2018 ECOS Plan)
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