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FY 25/26 Media Spend

•	 Projected: $26,000
•	 Actual: $29,167
•	 Overage: +$3,167
•	 Clerical Error
•	 �Resolution in 

progress
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Analytics: 07/01/2026–08/31/2026

Users
1,997 vs. 1,600 

+26%

Sessions
2,128 vs. 1,848 

+15%

Engaged Sessions
466 vs. 589 

-21%

Page Views
2,417 vs. 2,407

0% 

Compared with 2025 metrics.
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Do mosquitoes breed in rain gardens?
No! Mosquitoes require 7 to 12 days of standing water to lay 
and hatch eggs. Standing water will only last a few hours 
after most storms.

Do rain gardens require maintenance?
Like any garden, diligent weeding and watering will be 
needed in the first two years. As the garden matures, 
maintenance requirements will lessen. Plants may need to 
be thinned after a few years.

How much does a rain garden cost?
The cost varies depending on who does the work, the size of 
the garden, and the planting density. If you purchase the 
plants and materials and install the rain garden yourself, it 
costs roughly $4–$6 per sq ft. If you hire a professional to 
design and install the garden, it will cost roughly $10–$14 
per sq ft.

Lean more about  
rain garden plants
Visit our gallery of Vermont-native  
rain garden plants, shrubs and grasses,  
including salt-tolerance, heights,  
blooms and growth requirements.

 RethinkRunoff.org/RainGarden

FAQs  
About Rain 
Gardens

Adding rain garden plants in your gardens 
is an easy way to reduce stormwater runoff 
around your home. 

Rain garden plants help slow down and absorb rainfall, 
reducing stormwater runoff before it can carry pollutants 
into nearby waterways. These hardy native species help 
absorb excess rainwater, reduce runoff, and stabilize soil, 
protecting nearby streams and rivers from erosion. Adding 
these plants to existing garden beds or landscape areas is a 
simple, low-maintenance way to improve your property’s 
environmental impact.

What types of plants are good for 
rain gardens?
Most rain gardens include a mix of native flowers, grasses, 
and shrubs that can tolerate both wet and dry conditions. 
Native plants are especially beneficial because they  
support pollinators and wildlife while thriving with minimal 
maintenance. Visit RethinkRunoff.org for our list of rain 
garden plants. 

Refresh Your 
Garden

 RethinkRunoff.org/RainGarden

Swag

Mockup
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Photoshoots: Milton and Colchester Rain Garden



Rethink Runoff
September 2026 Update
September 01, 2026

Colchester Rain Garden 
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Summer/Fall Advertising

Fall 
Lawn Care
Easy tips to prep your lawn for next summer!

Learn more 
at RethinkRunoff.org/lawn-care

This year, install a rain barrel or build your  
own to help reduce stormwater runoff around  
your home.

Download our instructions  
at RethinkRunoff.org/rainbarrel

DIY 
Rain Barrel

This year, install a rain barrel or build your  
own to help reduce stormwater runoff around  
your home.

Download our instructions  
at RethinkRunoff.org/rain-barrel

August/September 
DIY Rain Barrel 

Print and digital

September/October 
Fall Lawn Care 

Print and digital
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Small Group Meetings

https://doodle.com/sign-up-sheet/participate/a1f3d27b-c6d1-48e1-bd4a-
18b17b68a934/select

September  9-17

Small group discussions about marketing, advertising, 
additional efforts 2026–2030

Email to come Wednesday September 2nd!
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Front Porch Forum Announcements

Seasonal announcements with sample topics: 
September/October: Fall lawn care 

January: Salt use 
April: Gardening and Rain Gardens 

June: DIY Projects, Rain Barrels

Posted as municipal announcements. 
Details to come in the next week. 


